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Action Point 14 
 
The Council to consider how best to articulate the settlement hierarchy in the Plan. 
 
Council’s Response 
 
If deemed acceptable and appropriate by the Inspectors, the Council would propose the 
following changes to the Plan to be addressed via Matters Arising Changes: 
 
Table 3.1 Settlement Hierarchy for Neath Port Talbot – insert new column to read: 
 
Tier of 
Hierarchy 

Role & Function Settlement 

Town Regionally important settlements providing 
the widest and most diverse range of 
functions. Located on the strategic road 
network, they are fully accessible by a 
range of transport options. 

Neath (including Melincryddan) / Port Talbot 
(including Velindre) / Pontardawe (including 
Trebanos, Rhydyfro & Ynysmeudwy) 

District 
Centre 

Settlements with good transport links and a 
wide range of functions serving the 
immediate and surrounding communities. 

Briton Ferry / Skewen / Taibach / Glynneath 
(including Pontwalby) 

Large 
Local 
Centre 

Settlements with adequate public transport 
links with clusters of one or more retail 
units and local services, with one or more 
community facilities and employment 
provision. 

Bryncoch / Cimla / Neath Abbey / Baglan / 
Aberavon / Baglan Moors / Sandfields / 
Margam / Cwmafan (including Ynysygwas) / 
Resolven / Crynant (including Treforgan, Pen y 
Bont & Ynyswen) / Gwaun Cae Gurwen 
(including Cae Newydd) / Ystalyfera 

Small 
Local 
Centre 

Settlements with adequate public transport 
links with at least one shop and/or several 
community facilities. 

Aberdulais / Cadoxton / Cilfrew / Longford / 
Tonna / Bryn / Coed Hirwaun / Alltwen / Rhos 
/ Cwmgwrach / Onllwyn & Banwen / Seven 
Sisters / Cwmgors / Lower Brynamman / 
Tairgwaith / Cilmaengwyn & Godre’r Graig / 
Cwmllynfell / Cwmtwrch / Cymmer / 
Croeserw / Glyncorrwg / Blaengwynfi & 
Abergwynfi / Tonmawr 

Village Settlements with at least one community 
facility and adequate public transport links. 

Crymlyn Burrows / Jersey Marine / Llandarcy / 
Ynysygerwyn / Goytre / Oakwood / Gellinudd 
/ Clyne / Melincourt / Abergarwed / Pant y 
Ffordd / Pontrhydyfen & Efail Fach / Dyffryn 
(including Cynonville) 

Dormitory 
Settlement 

Settlements with minimal or no facilities, 
served by minimal or no public transport. 

Dyffryn Church / Ten Acre Wood / Eglwys 
Nunydd & St David’s Park / Pen y Bryn / 
Fforest Goch / Cilybebyll / Cyd Terrace / 
Glyncastle / Ynysarwed / Penrhiwfawr / Cwm 
Ifan Bach / Abercregan 

 



Paragraph 3.0.12 – amend to read: 
 
‘All settlements have been assessed for their capacity to accommodate new 
development and their potential for expansion. Consequently, with the exception of 
Dormitory settlements, all settlements have defined limits, with greater potential for 
development incorporated for settlements that are higher in the hierarchy. 
Settlement limits are an important tool for managing the shape and extent of the urban 
area. They define the areas within which development which accords with the role and 
function of the settlement will be permitted in principle; they allow for development 
which would contribute towards the creation and maintenance of sustainable communities 
in accordance with the LDP strategy; they prevent the coalescence of settlements, ribbon 
development and fragmented development and also prevent inappropriate development in 
the countryside’. 
 
Paragraph 3.0.13 – amend to read: 
 
‘Within settlement limits, most types of development will be acceptable in principle 
subject to compliance with all relevant policy and subject to it being proportionate in 
scale and form to the role and function of the settlement. For example, larger scale 
proposals, such as developments of more than a few dwellings or uses that will 
attract or accommodate significant numbers of people are only likely to be 
acceptable in larger centres or towns where there are adequate facilities and 
transport infrastructure. but In areas outside settlement limits development is much 
more strictly controlled and will normally only be permitted in the circumstances set out 
in the policy’. 
 
New paragraph after Para 3.0.13: 
 
‘Due to their lack of facilities, Dormitory settlements are not considered to be 
sustainable locations for most types of development and consequently do not have 
defined settlement limits. Proposals for development in Dormitory settlements will be 
treated as development outside settlement limits under Policy SC1. Proposals for 
development outside settlement limits that can be justified under the terms of Policy 
SC1 will be expected to be located near to existing development whenever possible, 
preferably within or adjacent to Dormitory settlements where appropriate’. 


