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The importance of an up to date and adopted Local Development Plan (LDP) cannot be 
overstated. 
 
Development Plans are essential for the effective operation of the planning system 
providing a mechanism for communities and other stakeholders to influence how places 
should change and grow in the future. Plans provide the basis for fair, rational and 
consistent decisions on planning applications and appeals. 
 
Carl Sargeant AM [Minister for Natural Resources] recently emphasised the importance of 
Development Plans by stating ‘Plan making is the most important activity undertaken 
within the planning system’. 
 
The preparation of the LDP has been underpinned by a significant amount of gathered 
evidence and an extensive programme of community involvement. Throughout, all 
participants have been encouraged to take part in an open and honest debate concerning 
the realistic and deliverable development alternatives. 
 
The quality of our physical environment has a huge impact on our lives. The LDP sets out 
the Council’s planning policy upto the year 2026 and seeks to address a number of 
identified key issues and make sure that development taking place across the County 
Borough genuinely makes Neath Port Talbot a better, more prosperous place. 
 
Whilst not wishing to pre-judge the Examination process, the Council considers the Deposit 
LDP, incorporating the limited number of proposed changes, to be a robust and sound 
document.  
 
The emerging Plan provides clear messages to those wishing to live, work and invest in 
Neath Port Talbot how the different places across the County Borough are either intended 
to be developed or protected, with a clear overarching vision guiding the development of 
the strategy and integrated set of policies.  
 
The Council wishes to emphasise that the Plan is aspirational in its approach, delivering 
Neath Port Talbot’s role in supporting the wider aims, objectives and aspirations of the 
City Region; has the principles of sustainable development embedded throughout and 
thereby strikes what is considered to be an appropriate balance between encouraging high 
quality development and protecting and preserving what is best about the County 
Borough’s built heritage and natural beauty. 
 
As part of this Examination process, the Council welcomes the opportunity to contribute to 
the discussions, putting forward its case and is committed to assisting the Inspectors and 
all who participate, in achieving a positive outcome. 


