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11 Alternative Sites (1)

11.1 Key Issue

21.2 Land adjoining Travancore, Pentwyn Road, Cynonville [AS(N)1]

21.3 Land to the East of Tonmawr RFC Club House [AS(N)3]

31.4 Land at Forge Washery Site, Lower Brynamman [AS(N)6]

31.5 Land at the former Blaenant Colliery, Crynant [AS(N)7]

41.6 Land at Camnant Road, Banwen (Sites 1&2) [AS(N)10 & AS(N)11]

41.7 Land at Moorlands, Dyffryn Cellwen [AS(N)12]

51.8 Land at Main Road, Cilfrew, Neath [AS(N)14 & AS(N)15]

51.9 Land at Maes Y Gwilog Farm, Crymlyn Road, Skewen [AS(N)19]

61.10 Land at Chain Road, Glynneath [AS(N)24]
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1 Alternative Sites (1)
1.1 Key Issue

KEY ISSUE: Whether the identification of the alternative site in question is
essential to the soundness of the LDP?

1.1.1 In broad terms, the Council is confident that the overall housing requirement and
the strategy that underpins the spatial distribution of locations identified for proposed
development within the Deposit Plan, represents the most appropriate and effective
mechanism for meeting the level of need for new housing over the Plan period.

1.1.2 The Council has sought to identify an appropriate range and choice of sites in
order to ensure that the level of housing need is addressed and the Council maintains that
the range of sites allocated represents an appropriate balance between previously
developed and undeveloped sites in the context of the overall level of housing need
identified throughout the County Borough and the criteria outlined in Paragraph 5.1.11 of
the Deposit Plan.

1.1.3 In specific regard to the identification of settlement limits, the Council considers
the 'Settlement Strategy' to be a fundamental mechanism for the Plan, identifying
communities that have the sufficient capacity and resources to accommodate new
development within designated boundaries.

1.1.4 The identification of a 'settlement hierarchy' has been used to provide a balanced
approach to managing growth, directing development to areas reflecting the attributes
contained within that community and their ability to accommodate growth. As well as
assessing the role and function of settlements, the Council has assessed the capacity of
land within settlements to accommodate development and also considered the potential
opportunities for settlement expansion.

1.1.5 The settlement limits identified in the Deposit Plan provide clarity of where
development may be directed and within settlement limits, provision is made for both site
specific allocations and an allowance for small housing site development.

1.1.6 The Council considers the approach and resultant Strategy to be robust,
proportionate, appropriate and deliverable within the existing social and economic context
of the area, and consequently, the Council does not consider the allocation of the additional
sites / land within identified settlement limits to be necessary, appropriate or essential to
the soundness of the LDP.
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1.2 Land adjoining Travancore, Pentwyn Road, Cynonville [AS(N)1]

1.2.1 The inclusion of the site in the LDP for the purposes of residential development
is considered in the LDP Consultation Report(1). The report provides:

A summary of the proposal;

A summary of all representations received following consultation on the Register of
Alternative Sites, including those from statutory consultees, the public and internal
Council departments (where relevant / appropriate);

The Council's response in the form of a brief appraisal of the proposal covering where
relevant issues such as topography, highways access, flood risk, the existence of
biodiversity and the site's relationship to existing settlements; and

The Council's recommendations for consideration by the Inspectors.

1.2.2 In respect of flood risk, there has been no change following the recent publication
of the 2015 Development Advice Maps. The site is not constrained by flood zones.

1.2.3 Whilst the majority of the site has been included within the settlement limit and as
such could come forward as a residential development site over the Plan period, the
Council does not consider the inclusion of the site in its entirety to be essential to the
soundness of the LDP.

1.3 Land to the East of Tonmawr RFC Club House [AS(N)3]

1.3.1 The inclusion of the site in the LDP for the purposes of residential development
is considered in the LDP Consultation Report(2). The report provides:

A summary of the proposal;

A summary of all representations received following consultation on the Register of
Alternative Sites, including those from statutory consultees, the public and internal
Council departments (where relevant / appropriate);

The Council's response in the form of a brief appraisal of the proposal covering where
relevant issues such as topography, highways access, flood risk, the existence of
biodiversity and the site's relationship to existing settlements; and

The Council's recommendations for consideration by the Inspectors.

1 Section 3.1.1 (Page 20-23) 'LDP Consultation Report - Volume 4: Register of Alternative Sites Consultation
(Regulation 20)' - Document Ref: SD17.

2 Section 3.1.3 (Page 36-38) 'LDP Consultation Report - Volume 4: Register of Alternative Sites Consultation
(Regulation 20)' - Document Ref: SD17.
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1.3.2 In respect of flood risk, there has been no change following the recent publication
of the 2015 Development Advice Maps. A very small area adjacent to Tonmawr Road lies
within Zone C2.

1.3.3 Whilst the parcel of land adjacent to Tonmawr Road has been included within the
settlement limit and as such could come forward as a residential development site over
the Plan period, the Council does not consider the inclusion of the site in its entirety to be
appropriate or essential to the soundness of the LDP.

1.4 Land at Forge Washery Site, Lower Brynamman [AS(N)6]

1.4.1 The inclusion of the site in the LDP for the purposes of residential development
is considered in the LDP Consultation Report(3). The report provides:

A summary of the proposal;

A summary of all representations received following consultation on the Register of
Alternative Sites, including those from statutory consultees, the public and internal
Council departments (where relevant / appropriate);

The Council's response in the form of a brief appraisal of the proposal covering where
relevant issues such as topography, highways access, flood risk, the existence of
biodiversity and the site's relationship to existing settlements; and

The Council's recommendations for consideration by the Inspectors.

1.4.2 The current planning application (P2008/0798) remains undetermined and in
respect of flood risk, there has been no change following the recent publication of the 2015
Development Advice Maps. The majority of the site still lies within Zone C2.

1.4.3 The Council does not consider the inclusion of the site to be appropriate or essential
to the soundness of the LDP.

1.5 Land at the former Blaenant Colliery, Crynant [AS(N)7]

1.5.1 The inclusion of the site in the LDP for the purposes of residential development
is considered in the LDP Consultation Report(4). The report provides:

A summary of the proposal;

A summary of all representations received following consultation on the Register of
Alternative Sites, including those from statutory consultees, the public and internal
Council departments (where relevant / appropriate);

3 Section 3.2.2 (Page 43-46) 'LDP Consultation Report - Volume 4: Register of Alternative Sites Consultation
(Regulation 20)' - Document Ref: SD17.

4 Section 3.3.1 (Page 47-49) 'LDP Consultation Report - Volume 4: Register of Alternative Sites Consultation
(Regulation 20)' - Document Ref: SD17.
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The Council's response in the form of a brief appraisal of the proposal covering where
relevant issues such as topography, highways access, flood risk, the existence of
biodiversity and the site's relationship to existing settlements; and

The Council's recommendations for consideration by the Inspectors.

1.5.2 In respect of flood risk there has been no change following the recent publication
of the 2015 Development Advice Maps. The site is not constrained by flood zones.

1.5.3 The Council does not consider the inclusion of the site to be appropriate or essential
to the soundness of the LDP.

1.6 Land at Camnant Road, Banwen (Sites 1&2) [AS(N)10 & AS(N)11]

1.6.1 The inclusion of these sites in the LDP for the purposes of residential development
is considered in the LDP Consultation Report(5). The report provides:

A summary of the proposals;

A summary of all representations received following consultation on the Register of
Alternative Sites, including those from statutory consultees, the public and internal
Council departments (where relevant / appropriate);

The Council's response in the form of a brief appraisal of the proposals covering
where relevant issues such as topography, highways access, flood risk, the existence
of biodiversity and the site's relationship to existing settlements; and

The Council's recommendations for consideration by the Inspectors.

1.6.2 In respect of flood risk, there has been no change following the recent publication
of the 2015 Development Advice Maps. Site AS(N)10 is not constrained by flood zones,
whereas a small part of the northern edge of site AS(N)11 lies within Zone B and Zone
C2.

1.6.3 The Council does not consider the inclusion of the sites to be appropriate or
essential to the soundness of the LDP.

1.7 Land at Moorlands, Dyffryn Cellwen [AS(N)12]

1.7.1 The inclusion of this site in the LDP for the purposes of residential development
is considered in the LDP Consultation Report(6) The report provides:

A summary of the proposals;

5 Section 3.3.4 (Page 55-58) & 3.3.5 (Page 59-62) 'LDP Consultation Report - Volume 4: Register of Alternative
Sites Consultation (Regulation 20)' - Document Ref: SD17.

6 Section 3.3.6 (Pages 62-64) 'LDP Consultation Report - Volume 4: Register of Alternative Sites Consultation
(Regulation 20)' - Document Ref: SD17.
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A summary of all representations received following consultation on the Register of
Alternative Sites, including those from statutory consultees, the public and internal
Council departments (where relevant / appropriate);

The Council's response in the form of a brief appraisal of the proposals covering
where relevant issues such as topography, highways access, flood risk, the existence
of biodiversity and the site's relationship to existing settlements; and

The Council's recommendations for consideration by the Inspectors.

1.7.2 In respect of flood risk, there has been no change following the recent publication
of the 2015 Development Advice Maps. The site is not constrained by flood zones.

1.7.3 The Council does not consider the inclusion of the sites to be appropriate or
essential to the soundness of the LDP.

1.8 Land at Main Road, Cilfrew, Neath [AS(N)14 & AS(N)15]

1.8.1 The inclusion of these sites in the LDP for the purposes of residential development
is considered in the LDP Consultation Report(7) The report provides:

A summary of the proposals;

A summary of all representations received following consultation on the Register of
Alternative Sites, including those from statutory consultees, the public and internal
Council departments (where relevant / appropriate);

The Council's response in the form of a brief appraisal of the proposals covering
where relevant issues such as topography, highways access, flood risk, the existence
of biodiversity and the site's relationship to existing settlements; and

The Council's recommendations for consideration by the Inspectors.

1.8.2 In respect of flood risk there has been no change following the recent publication
of the 2015 Development Advice Maps. Neither site is constrained by flood zones.

1.8.3 The Council does not consider the inclusion of these sites to be appropriate or
essential to the soundness of the LDP.

1.9 Land at Maes Y Gwilog Farm, Crymlyn Road, Skewen [AS(N)19]

1.9.1 The inclusion of this site in the LDP for the purposes of residential development
is considered in the LDP Consultation Report(8) The report provides:

7 Section 3.4.1 (Pages 67-70) & 3.4.2 (Pages 71-73) 'LDP Consultation Report - Volume 4: Register of Alternative
Sites Consultation (Regulation 20)' - Document Ref: SD17.

8 Section 3.4.6 (Pages 85-88) 'LDP Consultation Report - Volume 4: Register of Alternative Sites Consultation
(Regulation 20)' - Document Ref: SD17.
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A summary of the proposals;

A summary of all representations received following consultation on the Register of
Alternative Sites, including those from statutory consultees, the public and internal
Council departments (where relevant / appropriate);

The Council's response in the form of a brief appraisal of the proposals covering
where relevant issues such as topography, highways access, flood risk, the existence
of biodiversity and the site's relationship to existing settlements; and

The Council's recommendations for consideration by the Inspectors.

1.9.2 In respect of flood risk there has been no change following the recent publication
of the 2015 Development Advice Maps. The site is not constrained by flood zones.

1.9.3 The Council does not consider the inclusion of the site to be appropriate or essential
to the soundness of the LDP.

1.10 Land at Chain Road, Glynneath [AS(N)24]

1.10.1 The inclusion of this site in the LDP for the purposes of residential development
is considered in the LDP Consultation Report(9) The report provides:

A summary of the proposals;

A summary of all representations received following consultation on the Register of
Alternative Sites, including those from statutory consultees, the public and internal
Council departments (where relevant / appropriate);

The Council's response in the form of a brief appraisal of the proposals covering
where relevant issues such as topography, highways access, flood risk, the existence
of biodiversity and the site's relationship to existing settlements; and

The Council's recommendations for consideration by the Inspectors.

1.10.2 The current planning application for the development of up to 50 dwellings
(P2014/0083) remains undetermined and in respect of flood risk, the recent publication of
the 2015 Development Advice Maps shows that a significant majority of the site is now
constrained by flood Zone C2.

1.10.3 The Council does not consider the inclusion of the site to be appropriate or
essential to the soundness of the LDP.

9 Section 3.5.2 (Pages 101-104) 'LDP Consultation Report - Volume 4: Register of Alternative Sites Consultation
(Regulation 20)' - Document Ref: SD17.
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