
89 Jersey Road 
Blaengwynfi 
Port Talbot 

SA13 3 
 
 
FAO Tracey Smith 
NPTCBC 
Room 220 Civic Centre 
Port Talbot 
SA13 1PJ 
 

30th March 2015 
 

 
 
Dear Inspectors, 
  

Please could I have a site visit if possible, as this would prove that 
submissions made against my proposal were fabricated by NPTCBC. I believe that 
this was done in order to cover up why Gwynfi Ward was excluded from ‘The Valley 
Strategy Area’, despite the fact that Gwynfi is statistically the most deprived area 
under their jurisdiction (third most deprived in the country).  

 
I believe that Mr Carl Commerford’s comments to myself (which are on 

record) saying to me and I quote, “Do you really want to be the last person to 
knock off the lights” prove that NPTCBC have an historic informal policy of 
degeneration for Gwynfi Ward, This, in my opinion, is why they left the Afan Valley 
out of the ‘Valleys Strategy Area’. Only after several meetings with assembly 
members was it possible for me to get the ‘Alternative Sites’ form filled in. This 
was completed by Mr Carl Commerford at The Quays over several visits and is when 
I discovered Mr Commerford’s views on the Afan Valley. No-one I took the forms to 
could understand them let alone complete them in the time scale given (including 
assembly members, doctors and solicitors). You have to have money to pay 
someone to fill these in correctly. 

 
After several conversations with Natural Resources Wales, I have been told 

that because NPTCBC did not include Gwynfi Ward in its area based policies, they 
could not support with SP5, SP6, VR51 (Valley Regeneration Scheme) or objectives 
3, 5, 11, 12, 14 and 23. Natural Resources Wales also could not believe that Gwynfi 
Ward was not included in area based policies. The regeneration policies set out by 
the Welsh Assembly must be used constructively and implemented correctly for 
those they were written for, i.e. the most deprived areas of Wales NOT for local 
government to use in an immoral, criminal and biased fashion. I am thankful at 
least, to the Welsh Assembly members that I have spoken to over the last few 
years that have addressed matter 2. 

 
I do hope that you can help this valley get back on its feet as NPTCBC have 

degenerated the area massively over the last thirty years because they have spent 



all regeneration monies on the coast and not where they obtained statistics to get 
the funds. 

 
The Assembly must, in my opinion, address the culture within NPTCBC or 

‘Visit Wales’ cannot sell the valleys as ‘the heart and soul of Wales’ to an 
international audience if the heart and soul is being ripped out by a biased culture 
within NPTCBC.  

 
I have included my initial letter to NPTCBC in order to show what I would 

like to do and also to give you a better idea of my proposal. All Welsh Assembly 
members I have spoken to support my proposal as do everyone I have spoken to in 
my village. The only reason I cannot go ahead is because of NPTCBC historic failure 
to implement the policies and strategies in the most deprived areas. This is why, 
despite billions in regeneration money from Europe being given to Wales, the most 
deprived areas in Wales get more deprived and pushed further into social 
exclusion. 

 
The is a matter for the Welsh Government Ombudsman and the Equality 

Rights Commission who are, I believe, investigating Code of Conduct evidence in 
their possession. 

 
Yours faithfully, 
 
 
 
Mr David C Powell 
 
 
  


