


                                                               

When the Curtain Falls   
In 1952 two young lovers meet, in secret, at the beautiful 
Southern Cross theatre in the very heart of London's West End. 
Their relationship is made up of clandestine meetings and 
stolen moments because there is someone who will make them 
suffer if he discovers she is no longer 'his'. But life in the theatre 
doesn't always go according to plan. 

The Mermaid and Mrs. Hancock        
One September evening in 1785, the merchant Jonah Hancock 
finds one of his captains waiting eagerly on his doorstep. He 
has sold Jonah’s ship for what appears to be a mermaid. As 
gossip spreads through the docks, coffee shops, parlours and 
brothels, everyone wants to see Mr Hancock’s marvel. Its 
arrival spins him out of his ordinary existence and through the 
doors of high society, where he meets Angelica Neal, the most 
desirable woman he has ever laid eyes on. 

The Adults 
Claire and Matt are divorced but decide what's best for their 
daughter Scarlett is to have a 'normal' family Christmas with 
them all together. Claire brings her new boyfriend Patrick, a 
seemingly eligible Iron-Man-in-Waiting. Matt brings the new 
love of his life Alex, funny, smart, and extremely patient. 
Scarlett, their daughter, brings her imaginary friend Posey.  
He's a rabbit. 

Tangerine 
The last person Alice Shipley expected to see since arriving in 
Tangier with her new husband was Lucy Mason. After the 
horrific accident at Bennington, the two friends - once 
inseparable roommates - haven't spoken in over a year. But 
Lucy is standing there, trying to make things right. 
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He 
An extraordinary reimagining of the life of one of the greatest 
screen comedians the world has ever known: a man who 
knew both adoration and humiliation; who loved, and was 
loved in turn, and whose life was ultimately defined by one 
relationship of such tenderness and devotion that only death 
could sever it: his partnership with the man he knew as Babe. 
He is Stan Laurel. 

Two Steps Forward 
Zoe, a sometime artist, is from California. Martin, an engineer, 
is from Yorkshire. Both have ended up in picturesque Cluny, in 
central France. Both are struggling to come to terms with 
their recent past - for Zoe, the death of her husband; for 
Martin, a messy divorce. Looking to make a new start, each 
sets out alone to walk two thousand kilometres from Cluny to 
Santiago de Compostela, in northwestern Spain. 

A Long Way From Home 
Irene Bobs loves fast driving. Her husband is the best car 
salesman in rural south eastern Australia. Together they embark 
upon the Redex Trial, a brutal car race around the continent, 
over roads no car can ever quite survive. Set during the 1950s in 
the dying embers of the British Empire, A Long Way from Home 
is a thrilling high-speed story, illuminating a country's 
relationship with its own ancient culture, and the love made 
and hurt caused along the way. 

The Sellout 
Born in Dickens on the outskirts of Los Angeles, the narrator of 
The Sellout spent his childhood as the subject in his father's 
racially charged psychological studies. He is told that his father’s 
work will lead to a memoir that will solve their financial woes. 
But when his father is killed in a drive-by shooting, he discovers 
there never was a memoir. All that’s left is a bill for a drive-
through funeral. 
A biting satire, The Sellout showcases a comic genius at the top 
of his game. 
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Conversations with Friends 
Frances is twenty-one years old, cool-headed and observant. 
A student in Dublin and an aspiring writer, at night she 
performs spoken word with her best friend Bobbi, who used 
to be her girlfriend. When they are interviewed and then 
befriended by Melissa, a well-known journalist who is married 
to Nick, an actor, they enter a world of beautiful houses, 
raucous dinner parties and holidays in Provence, beginning a 
complex ménage-à-quatre. 

The History of Bees 
This dazzling and ambitious story follows three generations 
of beekeepers from the past, present, and future, weaving a 
spellbinding story of their relationship to the bees – and to 
their children and one another – against the backdrop of an 
urgent, global crisis. 

Travelling in Strange Land 
The world is shrouded in snow. Transport has ground to a halt. 
Tom must venture out into a transformed and treacherous 
landscape to collect his son, sick and stranded in student 
lodgings. But on this solitary drive from Belfast to Sunderland, 
Tom will be drawn into another journey, one without map or 
guide, and is forced to chart pathways of family history 
haunted by memory and clouded in regret. 

Darling 
Lola doesn’t particularly want a new stepmother. Especially 
not one who has come out of nowhere and only been with her 
dad for three weeks. Darling didn’t particularly want a new 
stepdaughter. Especially not one as spiteful and spoilt as Lola. 
She does want Lola’s dad though. And he wants her, so that’s 
that: Darling and Lola will just have to get used to each other. 
Unless Lola can find a way to get rid of Darling. 
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Never Greener 
When Kate was twenty-two, she had an intense and 
passionate affair with a married man, Callum, which ended in 
heartbreak. Kate thought she’d never get over it. Seventeen 
years later, life has moved on – Kate, now a successful actress, 
is living in London, married to Matt and mother to little 
Tallulah. Meanwhile Callum and his wife Belinda are happy 
together, living in Edinburgh and watching their kids grow up. 
The past, it would seem, is well and truly behind them all. But 
then Kate meets Callum again. 

An American Marriage 
Newlyweds Celestial and Roy are the embodiment of the 
American Dream. He is a young executive, and she is an artist 
on the brink of an exciting career. Until one day they are 
ripped apart by circumstances neither could have imagined. 
Roy is arrested and sentenced to twelve years for a crime 
Celestial knows he didn't commit. Devastated and unmoored, 
Celestial finds herself struggling to hold on to the love that has 
been her centre, taking comfort in Andre, their closest friend. 

I Owe You One 
Fixie Farr can’t help herself. Straightening a crooked object, 
removing a barely-there stain, helping out a friend . . . she just 
has to put things right. It’s how she got her nickname, after 
all. So when a handsome stranger in a coffee shop asks her to 
watch his laptop for a moment, Fixie not only agrees, she 
ends up saving it from certain disaster. To thank her, the 
computer’s owner, Sebastian, scribbles her an IOU – but of 
course Fixie never intends to call in the favour. 

The Melody 
Alfred Busi, famed in his town for his music and songs, is 
mourning the recent death of his wife and quietly living out his 
days in the large villa he has always called home. Then one 
night Busi is attacked by a creature he disturbs as it raids the 
contents of his larder. Busi is convinced that what assaulted 
him was no animal, but a child, and his words fan the flames of 
old rumour. 
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The Librarian 
In 1958, Sylvia Blackwell, fresh from one of the new post-war 
Library Schools, takes up a job as children's librarian in a run 
down library in the market town of East Mole. Her mission is 
to fire the enthusiasm of the children of East Mole for 
reading. But her love affair with the local married GP, and her 
befriending of his precious daughter, her neighbour's son and 
her landlady's neglected grandchild, ignite the prejudices of 
the town, threatening her job and the very existence of the 
library with dramatic consequences for them all. 

You Found Me 
Early one summer morning Isabel and her eleven-year-old 
daughter River walk across Regent's Park. They come across a 
rain-soaked man sitting alone on a bench and ask him if he's 
okay. But he doesn't know. In fact he doesn't know the 
answer to any of their questions - not even his own name. 

Cold Comfort Farm 
When sensible, sophisticated Flora Poste is orphaned at 
nineteen, she decides her only choice is to descend upon 
relatives in deepest Sussex. At the aptly-named Cold Comfort 
Farm, she meets the doomed Starkadders: cousin Judith, 
heaving with remorse for unspoken wickedness; Amos, 
preaching fire and damnation; their sons, lustful Seth and 
despairing Reuben; child of nature Elfine; and crazed old Aunt 
Ada Doom. 

The House Swap 
When Caroline and Francis receive an offer to house swap, 
they jump at the chance for a week away from home. After the 
difficulties of the past few years, they’ve worked hard to 
rebuild their marriage for their son’s sake; now they want to 
reconnect as a couple.On arrival, they find a house that is stark 
and sinister in its emptiness – it’s hard to imagine what kind of 
person lives here. Then, gradually, Caroline begins to uncover 
some signs of life – signs of her life. 
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Happiness for Beginners 
Molly Baker is living her best life. Thirty-eight years old, she 
lives on the twenty-five-acre Hope Farm in Buckinghamshire, 
surrounded by (mostly) four-legged friends and rolling hills. 
There's Anthony the anti-social sheep, Tina Turner the alpaca 
with attitude, and the definitely-not-miniature pig, Teacup. 
Molly runs the farm as an alternative school for kids who 
haven't thrived in mainstream education. It's full on, but she 
wouldn't have it any other way. 

How to Fall in Love with a Man Who Lives in a Bush 
Julia is looking for Mr Right, but Ben is more Mr Right-Now-He-
Could-Do-With-a-Bath.. 
You may think you know what kind of novel this is, but you’d 
be wrong. Yes, Julia is a single-girl cliché, living alone with her 
cat in Vienna and working in a language school. And yes, a 
series of disastrous dates has left her despairing of ever finding 
The One – until Ben sits next to her on a bench. He’s tall, dark, 
handsome…and also incredibly hairy, barefoot, a bit ripe-
smelling and of no fixed abode. 

Woman on the Edge of Time 
Connie Ramos has been unjustly incarcerated in a mental 
institution with no hope of release. The authorities view her 
as a danger to herself and to others. Her family has given up 
on her. But Connie has a secret – a way to escape the 
confines of her cell. She can see the future. . . 

A Keeper 
Elizabeth Keane returns to Ireland after her mother's death, 
intent only on wrapping up that dismal part of her life. There 
is nothing here for her; she wonders if there ever was. The 
house of her childhood is stuffed full of useless things, her 
mother's presence already fading. And perhaps, had she not 
found the small stash of letters, the truth would never have 
come to light. 

6 



 

The Complex 
The countryside, the near future. 
Gabrielle Hunter, husband Leo and son Stefan drive to a 
remote luxury retreat for a spring break at the invitation of 
new client Art Fisher, who will be there with his wife, Polly, 
and daughter Fleur. As Gabrielle’s family approach the 
retreat, their car hits a deer. Investigating, they discover it 
was dying already, from a bullet wound. 
The family holiday soon turns into a waking nightmare. 

The Gallows Pole 
From his remote moorland home, David Hartley assembles a 
gang of weavers and land-workers to embark upon a criminal 
enterprise that will capsize the economy and become the 
biggest fraud in British history. They are the Cragg Vale 
Coiners and their business is 'clipping' - the forging of coins, 
a treasonous offence punishable by death. When an excise 
officer vows to bring them down and with the industrial age 
set to change the face of England forever, Hartley's empire 
begins to crumble. 

Mad Blood Stirring 
On the eve of the year 1815, the captured sailors of the 
Eagle arrive at Dartmoor prison; bedraggled, exhausted, 
sustained only by a rumour heard along the way. Joe Hill 
thought he’d left the conflict behind but it is clear there is a 
different type of battle here. As he announces the news of 
the end of the war, the guards bristle and the inmates stir. 
The powder keg was fixed to blow and Joe has just lit the 
fuse. 

The Craftsman 
Florence Lovelady's career was made when she convicted 
coffin-maker Larry Glassbrook of a series of child murders 30 
years ago. Like something from our worst nightmares the 
victims were buried...ALIVE. Larry confessed to the crimes; it 
was an open and shut case. But now he's dead, and events 
from the past start to repeat themselves. 
Did she get it wrong all those years ago? 
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The Insider 
When the body of a young woman is found by a 
Northumberland railway line, it's a baptism of fire for the 
Murder Investigation Team's newest detective duo: DCI 
David Stone and DS Frankie Oliver. The case is tough by 
anyone's standards, but Stone is convinced that there's a 
leak in his team - someone is giving the killer a head start on 
the investigation. 

No Time to Cry 
Undercover ops are always dangerous, but DC Constance 
Fairchild never expected things to go this wrong. Returning 
to their base of operations, an anonymous office in a shabby 
neighbourhood, she finds the bloodied body of her boss, 
and friend, DI Pete Copperthwaite. He's been executed - a 
single shot to the head. In the aftermath, it seems someone 
in the Met is determined to make sure that blame for the 
wrecked operation falls squarely on Con's shoulders. 

The Silence of the Lambs 
The serial killer nicknamed 'Buffalo Bill' is on the loose. FBI 
rookie Clarice Starling is assigned to solicit help from 
imprisoned psychopath Dr Hannibal 'the Cannibal' Lecter, 
whose insight into the depraved minds of serial killers is 
second to none. But in exchange for inviting her into the 
darkest chambers of his mind, Hannibal begins to probe at 
hers. 

Believe Me 
A British drama student, in New York without a green card, 
Claire takes the only job she can get: working for a firm of 
divorce lawyers, posing as an easy pick-up in hotel bars to 
entrap straying husbands. When one of her targets becomes 
the subject of a murder investigation, the police ask Claire to 
use her acting skills to help lure their suspect into a 
confession. But right from the start, she has doubts about the 
part she's being asked to play. 
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Everything Under 
It’s been sixteen years since Gretel last saw her mother, half 
a lifetime to forget her childhood on the canals. But a phone 
call will soon reunite them, and bring those wild years 
flooding back: the secret language that Gretel and her 
mother invented; the strange boy, Marcus, living on the boat 
that final winter; the creature said to be underwater, 
swimming ever closer. 

The Colour of Bee Larkham’s Murder 
There are three things you need to know about Jasper. 
1. He sees the world completely differently. 
2. He can’t recognise faces – not even his own. 
3. He is the only witness to the murder of his neighbour, Bee 
Larkham. 
But uncovering the truth about that night will change his 
world forever… 

The Accordionist 
When two Parisian women are murdered in their homes, the 
police suspect young accordionist Clément Vauquer. As he 
was seen outside both of the apartments in question, it 
seems like an open-and-shut case. Desperate for a chance to 
prove his innocence, Clément disappears. He seeks refuge 
with old Marthe, the only mother figure he has ever known, 
who calls in ex-special investigator Louis Kehlweiler. Louis is 
soon faced with his most complex case yet. 

The Book of Dust 
Malcolm Polstead's Oxford life has been one of routine, 
ordinary even. He is happiest playing with his daemon, Asta, 
in their canoe, La Belle Sauvage. But now as the rain builds, 
the world around Malcolm and Asta it seems is set to 
become increasingly far from ordinary. Finding himself linked 
to a baby by the name of Lyra Belacqua, Malcolm is forced to 
undertake the challenge of his life and to make a dangerous 
journey that will change him and Lyra for ever . . . 

9 



The Missing Pieces of Sophie McCarthy 
Sophie McCarthy is known for her determination, ambition 
and brilliance at work. She's tough, but only because she 
wants to get the best out of people. Aidan Ryan is strong, 
honourable, and a family man. He's tough too; the army 
requires it. When these two strangers are brought together 
in a devastating incident, Sophie's life is left in ruins. Her 
family wants to see Aidan pay for what he did. 

The Sixteen Trees of the Somme 
Edvard grows up on a remote mountain farm in Norway with 
his grandfather, Sverre. The death of his parents, when he was 
three, has always been shrouded in mystery - he has never 
been told how or where it took place. But he knows that the 
fate of his grandfather's brother, Einar, is somehow bound up 
with this mystery. One day a coffin is delivered for his 
grandfather - a meticulous, beautiful piece of craftsmanship. 
Perhaps Einar is not dead after all. 

Murder in the Caribbean 
DI Richard Poole is hot, bothered and fed up. He’s stuck on 
the tropical island of Saint-Marie, forced to live in a rickety 
old shack on a beach, and there isn’t a decent cup of tea to 
be found anywhere. When a boat explodes in the harbour, 
Richard and his team soon realise there’s a new murderer on 
the loose. But who is it? And why did the killer leave behind 
a ruby at the scene of the crime? 

Rebecca 
On a trip to the South of France, the shy heroine of Rebecca 
falls in love with Maxim de Winter, a handsome widower. 
Although his proposal comes as a surprise, she happily 
agrees to marry him. But as they arrive at her husband's 
home, Manderley, a change comes over Maxim, and the 
young bride is filled with dread. 
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The House of Hopes and Dreams 
When Carey Revell unexpectedly becomes the heir to Mossby, 
his family’s ancestral home, it’s rather a mixed blessing. The 
house is large but rundown and comes with a pair of resentful 
relatives who can’t be asked to leave.Still, newly dumped by 
his girlfriend and also from his job as a TV interior designer, 
Carey needs somewhere to lick his wounds. And Mossby 
would be perfect for a renovation show. He already knows 
someone who could restore the stained glass windows in the 
older part of the house… 

A Different River 
Miriam had been freewheeling into a comfortable future, but 
after a bitter betrayal she’s stuck between the dual spectres 
of maternal servitude and obligation to her octogenarian 
parents. A random encounter at the local arts centre 
presents her with job opportunity she would never have 
imagined in a million years. Mere weeks later, on a visit to 
her childhood home, she hears news that offers a chance to 
rewrite the past. 

The House Across the Street 
It's 1964 and twenty-three-year-old Katy Speed is fascinated 
by glamorous Gloria and the goings-on at her house over the 
road. Who are the mysterious women that keep coming and 
going in the strange black car? Then one night, Gloria's house 
burns to the ground. Bodies are found in the wreckage. And 
Katy's horror turns to disbelief when her own father is 
arrested and charged with murder. 

The School at the Top of the Dale 
Newly qualified teacher Tom Dwyer has been given his first 
post in Risingdale, a sleepy little village at the very top of the 
Yorkshire Dales. Unsure if he'll ever fit into this close-knit 
community, Tom joins a motley staff at the village school. 
With pupils who know more about sheep than they do 
arithmetic, Tom has his work cut out for him. 
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After the Party 
It is the summer of 1938 and Phyllis Forrester has returned to 
England after years abroad. Moving into her sister's grand 
country house, she soon finds herself entangled in a new 
world of idealistic beliefs and seemingly innocent friendships. 
Fevered talk of another war infiltrates their small, privileged 
circle, giving way to a thrilling solution: a great and 
charismatic leader, who will restore England to its former 
glory. 

Meet Me at the Museum 
When Tina Hopgood writes a letter of regret to a man she 
has never met, she doesn't expect a reply. 
When Anders Larsen, a lonely museum curator, answers it, 
neither does he. 
They're both searching for something - they just don't know 
it yet. 

Home Fires 
Isma is free. After years spent raising her twin siblings in the 
wake of their mother’s death, she is finally studying in 
America, resuming a dream long deferred. But she can’t stop 
worrying about Aneeka, her beautiful, headstrong sister back 
in London – or their brother, Parvaiz, who’s disappeared in 
pursuit of his own dream. 

Excellent Women 
Mildred Lathbury is one of those 'excellent women' who is 
often taken for granted. She is a godsend, 'capable of dealing 
with most of the stock situations of life - birth, marriage, 
death, the successful jumble sales, the garden fete spoilt by 
bad weather'. As such, she often gets herself embroiled in 
other people's lives - especially those of her glamorous new 
neighbours, the Napiers, whose marriage seems to be on the 
rocks. 
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We Need New Names 
Darling and her friends live in a shanty called Paradise, which 
of course is no such thing. It isn't all bad, though. There's 
mischief and adventure, games of Find bin Laden, stealing 
guavas, singing Lady Gaga at the tops of their voices. They 
dream of the paradises of America, Dubai, Europe, where 
Madonna and Barack Obama and David Beckham live. For 
Darling, that dream will come true. But, like the thousands of 
people all over the world trying to forge new lives far from 
home, Darling finds this new paradise brings its own set of 
challenges. 

All My Colours 
It is March 1979 in DeKalb Illinois. Todd Milstead is a 
wannabe writer, a serial adulterer, and a jerk, only tolerated 
by his friends because he throws the best parties with the 
best booze. During one particular party, Todd is showing off 
his perfect recall, quoting poetry and literature word for 
word plucked from his eidetic memory. When he begins 
quoting from a book no one else seems to know, a novel 
called All My Colors. 

The Break 
If only. 
Amy's husband Hugh says he isn't leaving her. He still loves 
her, he's just taking a break - from their marriage, their 
children and, most of all, from their life together. 
Six months in South-East Asia. And nothing she says can 
stop him. But when does a break become a break-up? For a 
lot can happen in six months. 

The Rules of Magic 
In this sparkling prequel we meet sisters Frances and Jet 
and Vincent, their brother. From the beginning their 
mother Susanna knew they were unique: Franny with her 
skin as pale as milk and blood red hair, who could 
commune with birds; Jet as shy as she is beautiful, who 
knows what others are thinking, and Vincent so 
charismatic that he was built for trouble. 
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Washington Black 
When two English brothers take the helm of a Barbados 
sugar plantation, Washington Black - an eleven-year-old 
field slave - finds himself selected as personal servant to 
one of them. The eccentric Christopher 'Titch' Wilde is a 
naturalist, explorer, scientist, inventor and abolitionist, 
whose single-minded pursuit of the perfect aerial machine 
mystifies all around him. 
Titch's idealistic plans are soon shattered and Washington 
finds himself in mortal danger. 

Where There’s a Will 
After leaving university at the age of twenty-five with no idea 
what to do with her life, Hannah is stunned when she is left a 
mystery bequest by her rich, estranged great-uncle Donald. 
But there's a catch: before she can find out what she's 
inherited, she must undertake a series of unknown tasks 
alongside Alec, Donald's reluctant (but rather gorgeous) PA. 

America for Beginners 
Beginner: Recently widowed Pival Sengupta has never 
travelled alone before and her first trip to this strange 
country masks a secret agenda. 
Intermediate: Satya, her guileless and resourceful tour 
guide, has been in America for less than a year – and has 
never actually left the five boroughs of New York. 
Advanced: An aspiring/failing actress, Rebecca signed up for 
the role of Pival’s modesty companion. 

Golden Child 
When thirteen-year-old Paul doesn't return home one 
afternoon, even his twin brother, Peter, doesn't know where 
he is. So their father, Clyde, must set out into the dark 
Trinidadian bush with a torch, to search for him on foot. 
And when the reasons for Paul's disappearance become 
clear, Clyde will be faced with a terrible decision. 
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Daisy Jones and The Six 
They were the new icons of rock and roll, fated to burn bright 
and not fade away – until it all came crashing down... 
There was Daisy, rock and roll force of nature. There was 
Camila, the frontman’s wife. There was Karen, ice-cool 
keyboardist. And there were the men surrounding them: the 
feuding, egotistical Dunne brothers, the angry guitarist chafing 
on the sidelines, the drummer binge-drinking on his boat, the 
bassist trying to start a family amid a hedonistic world tour. 
They were creative minds striking sparks from each other, 
ready to go up in flames. 

Kallocain 
In this desolate, paranoid landscape of 'police eyes' and 'police 
ears', the obedient citizen and middle-ranking scientist Leo Kall 
discovers a drug that will force anyone who takes it to tell the 
truth. But can private thought really be obliterated? 

2001: A Space Odyssey 
The discovery of a black monolith on the moon leads to a 
manned expedition deep into the solar system, in the hope of 
establishing contact with an alien intelligence. Yet long before 
the crew can reach their destination, the voyage descends 
into disaster . . . 

Early Riser 
During those bitterly cold four months, the nation is a snow-
draped landscape of desolate loneliness and devoid of human 
activity. 
Well, not quite. Your name is Charlie Worthing and it's your 
first season with the Winter Consuls, the committed but mildly 
unhinged group of misfits who are responsible for ensuring the 
hibernatory safe passage of the sleeping masses. 
You are investigating an outbreak of viral dreams which you 
dismiss as nonsense; nothing more than a quirky artefact 
borne of the sleeping mind. Then the dreams start to kill 
people... 
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All the Rage 
A girl is taken from the streets of Oxford. But it's unlike any 
abduction DI Fawley's seen before . . .Faith Appleford was 
attacked, a plastic bag tied over her head, taken to an 
isolated location . . . and then, by some miracle, she 
escaped. What's more, when DC Erica Somer interviews 
Faith, she quickly becomes convinced that Faith knows 
who her abductor is. Yet Faith refuses to press charges. 

By the Pricking of Her Thumb 
Private Investigator Alma is caught up in another impossible 
murder. One of the world's four richest people may be dead 
- but nobody is sure which one. Hired to discover the truth 
behind the increasingly bizarre behaviour of the ultra-rich, 
Alma must juggle treating her terminally ill lover with a case 
which may not have a victim. 

Hell Bay 
After ten years working for the murder squad in London, a 
traumatic event has left him grief-stricken. He’s tried to 
resign from his job, but his boss has persuaded him to take 
three months to reconsider. Ben plans to work in his uncle's 
boatyard on the tiny Scilly island of Bryher where he was 
born, hoping to mend his shattered nerves. His plans go 
awry when the body of a sixteen-year-old girl is found on 
the beach at Hell Bay. 

Himself 
1950. A teenage girl is brutally murdered in a forest. But, 
somehow, her baby survives. 
1976. A mysterious and charming young man returns to the 
remote coastal village of Mulderrig, seeking answers about 
the mother who, it was said, had abandoned him on the 
steps of a Dublin orphanage. With the help of its oldest and 
most eccentric inhabitant, he will force the village to give up 
its ghosts. Nothing, not even the dead, can stay buried 
forever. 
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On a Beautiful Day 
It’s a beautiful day in Manchester and four friends are meeting 
for a birthday lunch. But then they witness a shocking accident 
just metres away which acts as a catalyst for each of them. For 
Laura, it’s a wake-up call to heed the ticking of her biological 
clock. Sensible Jo finds herself throwing caution to the wind in 
a new relationship. Eve, who has been trying to ignore the 
worrying lump in her breast, feels helpless and out of control. 
And happy-go-lucky India is drawn to one of the victims of the 
accident, causing long-buried secrets to rise to the surface. 

The Queen of Bloody Everything 
As Edie Jones lies in a bed on the fourteenth floor of a 
Cambridge hospital, her adult daughter Dido tells their story, 
starting with the day that changed everything. 
That was the day Dido – aged exactly six years and twenty-
seven days old – met the next door neighbours and fell in 
love. Because the Trevelyans were exactly the kind of family 
Dido dreamed of. 
Normal. 

Things My Mother Told Me 
When Anjali finds out that Jack, her boyfriend of ten years, 
has been cheating on her, it throws her world into chaos. 
Heartbroken, she fills the emptiness by embarking on a 
series of flings that her traditional Sri Lankan mother would 
(mostly) disapprove of. Yet she can no longer avoid her 
mother or Shanthi, her distant older sister. And so begins her 
real journey, one that will make Anjali confront a past she's 
been desperate to forget. 

Things That Fall From the Sky 
A young girl loses her mother when a block of ice falls from 
the sky. A woman wins the jackpot twice. A man is struck by 
lightning four times. Coincidence? Or something more? 
Things That Fall from the Sky is the tale of three lives that are 
changed forever by random events. But it is also a meditation 
on the endurance of love, the passage of time and the pain of 
loss. 
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Tirzah and the Prince of Crows 
Brought up by a staunchly religious family, Tirzah has 
always lived quite a sheltered life in the Welsh Valleys. As 
she reaches her teenage years, she begins to question her 
upbringing and her values, moving for the first time 
beyond the narrow confines of the world she knows. She 
begins a relationship with Osian, a local boy, but the guilt 
of their secret relationship weighs on them both. 

The Man Who Didn’t Call 
Imagine you meet a man, spend seven glorious days 
together, and fall in love. And it’s mutual: you’ve never been 
so certain of anything. So when he leaves for a long-booked 
holiday and promises to call from the airport, you have no 
cause to doubt him. But he doesn’t call. Your friends tell you 
to forget him, but you know they're wrong: something must 
have happened; there must be a reason for his silence. 

The Third Policeman 
A thriller, a hilarious comic satire about an archetypal village 
police force, a surrealistic vision of eternity, the story of a 
tender, brief, unrequited love affair between a man and his 
bicycle, and a chilling fable of unending guilt, ‘The Third 
Policeman’ is comparable only to ‘Alice in Wonderland’ as an 
allegory of the absurd. 

The Kites 
A quiet village in Normandy, 1932. Ludo is ten years old 
and lives with his uncle, a kindly, eccentric creator of 
elaborate kites. One day, sitting in a strawberry field, Ludo 
meets the beautiful young Polish aristocrat Lila. And so 
begins Ludo's lifelong adventure of love and longing for 
Lila, who only begins to return his feelings just as Europe 
descends into the devastation of World War 2. 
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Before the Coffee Gets Cold 
In a small back alley in Tokyo, there is a café which has been 
serving carefully brewed coffee for more than one hundred 
years. But this coffee shop offers its customers a unique 
experience: the chance to travel back in time. In Before the 
Coffee Gets Cold, we meet four visitors, each of whom is 
hoping to make use of the café’s time-travelling offer. 

Diary of a Somebody 
It’s January 1st and Brian Bilston’s life needs to change. His ex-
wife has taken up with a new man, a motivational speaker 
and marketing guru to boot; he seems to constantly 
disappoint his long-suffering son; and at work he is drowning 
in a sea of spreadsheets and management jargon. Brian's 
resolution is to write a poem every day; poetry will be his 
salvation. But there is an obstacle to his happiness in the form 
of Toby Salt, his arch nemesis in the Poetry Group. 

One Day in December 
Laurie is pretty sure love at first sight doesn't exist. After all, 
life isn't a scene from the movies, is it? But then, through a 
misted-up bus window one freezing day, she sees a man she 
knows instantly is the one. Their eyes meet, there's a 
moment of pure magic...and then her bus drives away. 

The Princess Bride
 Beautiful, flaxen-haired Buttercup has fallen for Westley, the 
farm boy, and when he departs to make his fortune, she vows 
never to love another. So when she hears that his ship has 
been captured by the Dread Pirate Roberts - who never 
leaves survivors - her heart is broken. But her charms draw 
the attention of the relentless Prince Humperdinck who 
wants a wife and will go to any lengths to have Buttercup. So 
starts a fairytale like no other. 
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Star Crossed 
When Justine Carmichael bumps into her teenage crush, 
Nick Jordan, she knows she can’t leave her future happiness 
to chance. This time, she’s going to give fate a helping hand. 
An aspiring journalist on a local paper, she knows Nick 
always reads his horoscope. So she can’t see any harm in 
making a few alterations to Aquarius over the next few 
weeks… 
After all, Justine doesn’t really believe in the stars, it’s only a 
bit of fun. 

The Perfectly Imperfect Woman 
Marnie Salt has made so many mistakes in her life that she 
fears she will never get on the right track. But when she 
‘meets’ an old lady on a baking chatroom and begins 
confiding in her, little does she know how her life will 
change. 

Convenience Store Woman 
Keiko is 36 years old. She's never had a boyfriend, and 
she's been working in the same supermarket for eighteen 
years. Keiko's family wishes she'd get a proper job. Her 
friends wonder why she won't get married. But Keiko 
knows what makes her happy, and she's not going to let 
anyone come between her and her convenience store... 

Identity Crisis 
Why are we all so hostile? So quick to take offence? Truly 
we are living in the age of outrage. 
A series of apparently random murders draws amiable, old-
school Detective Mick Matlock into a world of sex, politics, 
reality TV and a bewildering kaleidoscope of opposing 
identity groups. Lost in a blizzard of hashtags, his already 
complex investigation is further impeded by the fact that he 
simply doesn’t ‘get’ a single thing about anything anymore. 
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If Beale Street Could Talk 
Harlem, the black soul of New York City, in the era of 
Aretha Franklin and Ray Charles. The narrator of Baldwin's 
novel is Tish nineteen, and pregnant. Her lover Fonny, 
father of her child, is in jail accused of rape. Flashbacks 
from their love affair are woven into the compelling 
struggle of two families to win justice for Fonny. 

Leonard and Hungry Paul 
This is the story of two friends who ordinarily would remain 
uncelebrated. It finds a value and specialness in them that is 
not immediately apparent and prompts the idea that maybe 
we could learn from the people that we overlook in life. 
Leonard and Hungry Paul change the world differently to 
the rest of us. 

The Lonely Londoners 
At Waterloo Station, hopeful new arrivals from the West 
Indies step off the boat train, ready to start afresh in 1950s 
London. There, homesick Moses Aloetta, who has already 
lived in the city for years, meets Henry 'Sir Galahad' Oliver 
and shows him the ropes. In this strange, cold and foggy 
city where the natives can be less than friendly at the sight 
of a black face, has Galahad met his Waterloo? 

This Sporting Life 
Rugby League football in an industrial northern city circa 
1960 is a life of grime, mud, sweat, intrigue and naked 
ambition. In This Sporting Life, David Storey recounts the 
fortunes of gladiator hero Arthur Machin from the day of 
his inclusion in the local team to the match when he begins 
to feel age creeping up on him. 
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The Familiars 
Fleetwood Shuttleworth is 17 years old, married, and 
pregnant for the fourth time. But as the mistress at 
Gawthorpe Hall, she still has no living child, and her 
husband Richard is anxious for an heir. When Fleetwood 
finds a letter she isn't supposed to read from the doctor 
who delivered her third stillbirth, she is dealt the crushing 
blow that she will not survive another pregnancy. 

Mrs. Palfrey at the Claremont 
On a rainy Sunday in January, the recently widowed Mrs 
Palfrey arrives at the Claremont Hotel where she will spend 
her remaining days. Her fellow residents are magnificently 
eccentric and endlessly curious, living off crumbs of affection 
and snippets of gossip. Together, upper lips stiffened, they 
fight off their twin enemies: boredom and the Grim Reaper. 
Then one day Mrs Palfrey strikes up an unlikely friendship 
with an impoverished young writer, Ludo, who sees her as 
inspiration for his novel. 

Darling Blue 
In their townhouse in Richmond, Blue and her family are 
as happy and as close as can be - well, on the surface at 
least. 
But with the arrival of a young, destitute woman hoping 
to escape her abusive husband, they must finally confront 
the rifts that keep them apart. 

The Card 
Set in the raw, Victorian world of the 'Five Towns', The 
Card tells the extremely funny and tangled story of Denry 
Machin's rise from mediocrity to fame through a series of 
ludicrous and yet perversely successful schemes. 
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Fall Down Dead 
The mountain of Kinder Scout offers the most incredible 
views of the Peak District, but when thick fog descends 
there on a walking party led by enigmatic Darius Roth, this 
spectacular landscape is turned into a death trap that claims 
a life. 
For DI Ben Cooper however, something about the way Faith 
Matthew fell to her death suggests it was no accident. 

I Dare You 
Mapledon, 1989. Two little girls were out playing a game of 
dares. Only one returned home. The ten-year-old told police 
what she saw: village loner Bill ‘Creepy’ Cawley dragged her 
friend into his truck and disappeared. 
Now…Anna thought she had left Mapledon and her 
nightmares behind but a distraught phone call brings her 
back to face her past. 30 years ago, someone lied. 

My Sister, The Serial Killer 
When Korede's dinner is interrupted one night by a distress 
call from her sister, Ayoola, she knows what's expected of 
her: bleach, rubber gloves, nerves of steel and a strong 
stomach. This'll be the third boyfriend Ayoola's dispatched in, 
quote, self-defence and the third mess that her lethal little 
sibling has left Korede to clear away. She should probably go 
to the police for the good of the menfolk of Nigeria, but she 
loves her sister and, as they say, family always comes first. 

No Place of Refuge 
The Syrian refugee crisis just became personal for Inspector 
Esa Khattak and Sergeant Rachel Getty. Audrey Clare, sister of 
Khattak's childhood friend, is missing. In her wake, a French 
Interpol Agent and a young Syrian man are found dead at the 
Greek refugee camp where she worked. Khattak and Getty 
travel to Greece to trace Audrey's last movements in a 
desperate attempt to find her. In doing so, they learn that her 
work in Greece had strayed well beyond her remit. 
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In a House of Lies 
A missing private investigator is found, locked in a car 
hidden deep in the woods. Worse still - both for his family 
and the police - is that his body was in an area that had 
already been searched. Detective Inspector Siobhan Clarke 
is part of a new inquiry, combing through the mistakes of 
the original case. There were always suspicions over how 
the investigation was handled and now - after a decade 
without answers - it's time for the truth. 

London Rules 
Regent's Park's First Desk, Claude Whelan, is learning this 
the hard way. Tasked with protecting a beleaguered prime 
minister, he's facing attack from all directions himself: from 
the showboating MP who orchestrated the Brexit vote, and 
now has his sights set on Number Ten; from the showboat's 
wife, a tabloid columnist, who's crucifying Whelan in print; 
and especially from his own deputy, Lady Di Taverner, who's 
alert for Claude's every stumble. 

The Neighborhood 
In the 1990s, during the turbulent and deeply corrupt years 
of Alberto Fujimori's presidency, two wealthy couples of 
Lima's high society become embroiled in a disturbing vortex 
of erotic adventures and politically driven blackmail. One 
day Enrique, a high-profile businessman, receives a visit 
from Rolando Garro, the editor of a notorious magazine 
that specializes in salacious exposés. 

The Last 
You and nineteen other survivors hole up in an isolated 
Swiss hotel. 
You wait, you survive. 
Then you find the body. 
One of your number has blood on their hands. 
The race is on to find the killer...before the killer finds you. 
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The One Who Wrote Destiny 
Mukesh has moved from Kenya to the northern town of 
Keighley. He was expecting fame, fortune, the Rolling Stones 
and a nice girl, not poverty, loneliness and racism. Neha is 
dying. Is it time to forge a better relationship with her brother 
and her widowed father before it's too late? Rakesh is grieving. 
He lost his mother and his sister to the same illness, and his 
career as a comedian is flat-lining. Ba has never looked after 
her two young grandchildren before. Now she has to try and 
work out how to bond with two children who are used England, 
not to the rhythms of Kenya... 

The Hunting Party 
In a remote hunting lodge, deep in the Scottish wilderness, old 
friends gather for New Year. 
The beautiful one. The golden couple. The volatile one. The 
new parents. The quiet one. The city boy. The outsider. 
The victim. 
Not an accident – a murder among friends. 

The Tattooist of Auschwitz 
In 1942, Lale Sokolov arrived in Auschwitz-Birkenau. He was 
given the job of tattooing the prisoners marked for survival - 
scratching numbers into his fellow victims' arms in indelible ink 
to create what would become one of the most potent symbols 
of the Holocaust. 
Waiting in line to be tattooed, terrified and shaking, was a 
young girl. For Lale - a dandy, a jack-the-lad, a bit of a chancer - 
it was love at first sight. 

In Our Mad and Furious City 
For Selvon, Ardan and Yusuf, growing up under the towers of 
Stones Estate, summer means what it does anywhere: football, 
music and freedom. But now, after the killing of a British 
soldier, riots are spreading across the city, and nowhere is safe. 
While the fury swirls around them, Selvon and Ardan remain 
focused on their own obsessions, girls and grime, but Yusuf is 
caught up in a different tide. 
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Our Stop 
Nadia gets the 7.30 train every morning without fail. Well, 
except if she oversleeps or wakes up at her friend Emma’s 
after too much wine. 
Daniel really does get the 7.30 train every morning, which is 
easy because he hasn’t been able to sleep properly since his 
dad died. 
One morning, Nadia’s eye catches sight of a post in the daily 
paper. So begins a not-quite-romance of near-misses, true 
love, and the power of the written word. 

Swallowtail Summer 
Linston End has been the summer holiday home for three 
families for many years. A rambling thatched house nestled 
on the water's edge on the Norfolk Broads, it's a haven of 
long, lazy picnics on the river, gin and tonics in the garden; a 
place to spend time together. 
But this year, the friends are rocked by unexpected news, 
and it seems that Linston End will never be the same again. 

Tidelands 
Midsummer’s Eve, 1648, and England is in the grip of civil 
war. The struggle reaches every corner of the kingdom, even 
to the remote Tidelands. Alinor, a descendant of wise 
women, crushed by poverty and superstition, waits in the 
graveyard under the full moon for a ghost who will declare 
her free from her abusive husband.  Instead she meets 
James, a young man on the run. 

The Snakes 
Newly-weds Dan and Bea decide to escape London. Driving 
through France in their beaten-up car they anticipate a long 
lazy summer, worlds away from their ordinary lives. But 
their idyll cannot last. Stopping off to see Bea’s brother at 
his crumbling hotel, the trio are joined unexpectedly by 
Bea’s ultra-wealthy parents. Dan has never understood Bea’s 
deep discomfort around them but living together in such 
close proximity he begins to sense something is very wrong. 
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Things Fall Apart 
Okonkwo is the greatest wrestler and warrior alive, and his 
fame spreads throughout West Africa like a bush-fire in the 
harmattan. But when he accidentally kills a clansman, things 
begin to fall apart. Then Okonkwo returns from exile to find 
missionaries and colonial governors have arrived in the 
village. With his world thrown radically off-balance he can 
only hurtle towards tragedy. 

The Smiling Man 
A body has been found on the fourth floor of Manchester’s 
vast and empty Palace Hotel. The man is dead. And he is 
smiling. The tags have been removed from his clothes. His 
teeth have been replaced. Even his fingertips are not his 
own. Only a patch sewn into his trousers offers any 
information about him. Detective Aidan Waits and his 
unwilling partner, DI Sutcliffe, must piece together the scant 
clues to identify the stranger. 

The Survivor 
It had been one of the worst crashes in airline history, killing 
over 300 people and leaving only one survivor. Now the 
dead were buried and the town of Eton tried to forget. But 
one man could not rest. 
Keller had walked from the flames of the wreck, driven on 
by unseen forces, seeking the answer to his own survival. 

The Blood Road 
When Detective Inspector Bell turns up dead in a crashed 
car, it’s a shock to everyone. Because Bell died two years 
ago. Or at least they thought he did. 
Now Inspector Logan McRae has to work out where DI 
Bell’s been all this time – and what was so important that 
he felt the need to come back from the dead. 
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The Trouble with Goats and Sheep 
England,1976. 
Mrs Creasy is missing and The Avenue is alive with whispers. 
As the summer shimmers endlessly on, ten-year-olds Grace 
and Tilly decide to take matters into their own hands. 
And as the cul-de-sac starts giving up its secrets, the amateur 
detectives will find much more than they imagined… 

Don’t Tell Me You’re Afraid           
Samia Omar grows up in war-torn Somalia, dreaming of 
being a world-class sprinter. After achieving a place on the 
national team to compete in the Beijing Olympics, she sets 
her sights on the 2012 games in London. But with the war 
encroaching on the lives of her family, Samia decides to join 
her sister and make the treacherous journey to Europe, 
putting her life and her dreams in the hands of traffickers. 

The Reluctant Fundamentalist         
'Excuse me, sir, but may I be of assistance? Ah, I see I have 
alarmed you. Do not be frightened by my beard. I am a 
lover of America . . . ' 
So speaks the mysterious stranger at a Lahore cafe as dusk 
settles. Invited to join him for tea, you learn his name and 
what led this speaker of immaculate English to seek you 
out. For he is more worldy than you might expect; 

Reservoir 13            
Midwinter in the early years of this century. A teenage girl 
on holiday has gone missing in the hills at the heart of 
England. The villagers are called up to join the search, 
fanning out across the moors as the police set up 
roadblocks and a crowd of news reporters descends on 
their usually quiet home. Meanwhile, there is work that 
must still be done: cows milked, fences repaired, stone cut, 
pints poured, beds made, sermons written, a pantomime 
rehearsed. The search for the missing girl goes on, but so 
does everyday life. As it must. 
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Mister Memory        
In Paris, in the year 1899, Marcel Després is arrested for the 
murder of his wife and transferred to Salpêtrière asylum. 
And so the story might have stopped. 
But this is no ordinary patient: Marcel Després, Mister 
Memory, is a man who cannot forget. And it is no ordinary 
case: the hurried cover-up hints at dark secrets in the 
shadows. 
A policeman and a doctor decide to unravel the 
mystery...but the answers lie inside Marcel's head. 

Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine            
Eleanor Oliphant leads a simple life. She wears the same 
clothes to work every day, eats the same meal deal for 
lunch every day and buys the same two bottles of vodka 
to drink every weekend. 
Eleanor Oliphant is happy. Nothing is missing from her 
carefully timetabled life. Except, sometimes, everything. 
One simple act of kindness is about to shatter the walls 
Eleanor has built around herself. 

Jonathan Unleashed       
Jonathan Trefoil's boss is unhinged, his relationship baffling 
and his apartment just the wrong side of legal. His girlfriend 
wants to marry someone just like him - only richer and more 
organised with a different sense of humour. At least his two 
flatmates understand him - but they only speak dog. Poor 
Jonathan. 

Hester and Harriet                
Sisters Hester and Harriet are reluctantly driving to visit 
relatives when they come across a young woman hiding with 
her baby in a bus shelter. Seeing the perfect excuse for 
returning to their own warm hearth, the pair insist on taking 
them home. But with the arrival of a sinister stranger looking 
for a girl with a baby, followed quickly by their cousins' son, 
Ben, Hester and Harriet's carefully crafted peace and quiet 
quickly begins to fall apart. And, perhaps, that's exactly what 
they need... 
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Everyone Brave is Forgiven             
When war is declared, Mary North leaves finishing school 
unfinished, goes straight to the War Office, and signs up. 
Tom Shaw decides to give it a miss - until his flatmate Alistair 
unexpectedly enlists, and the conflict can no longer be avoided. 
Young, bright and brave, Mary is certain she'd be a marvelous 
spy. When she is - bewilderingly - made a teacher, she instead 
finds herself defying prejudice to protect the children her 
country would rather forget.Tom, meanwhile, finds that he will 
do anything for Mary. 

Five Rivers Met on a Wooded Plain                  
One quiet evening in Salisbury, the peace is shattered by a 
serious car crash. At that moment, five lives collide – a flower 
seller, a schoolboy, an army wife, a security guard, a widower 
– all facing their own personal disasters. As one of those lives 
hangs in the balance, the stories of all five unwind, drawn 
together by connection and coincidence into a web of love, 
grief, disenchantment and hope that perfectly represents the 
joys and tragedies of small town life. 

The Girls        
Evie Boyd is fourteen and desperate to be noticed. It’s the 
summer of 1969 and restless, empty days stretch ahead of 
her. Until she sees them. The girls. Hair long and uncombed, 
jewelry catching the sun. And at their centre, Suzanne, black-
haired and beautiful. If not for Suzanne, she might not have 
gone. But, intoxicated by her and the life she promises, Evie 
follows the girls back to the decaying ranch where they live. 

The Stranger in My Home               
Alison is lucky and she knows it. She has the life she always 
craved, including a happy home with Jeff and their brilliant, 
vivacious teenage daughter, Katherine - the absolute centre 
of Alison's world. 
Then a knock at the door ends life as they know it. 
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What a Way To Go         
1988. 12-year-old Harper Richardson's parents are divorced. Her 
mum got custody of her, the Mini, and five hundred tins of baked 
beans. Her dad got a mouldering cottage in a Midlands backwater 
village and default membership of the Lone Rangers single 
parents' club. Harper got questionable dress sense, a zest for life, 
two gerbils, and her Chambers dictionary, and the responsibility of 
fixing her parents' broken hearts... 

Of Things Gone Astray             
On a seemingly normal morning in London, a group of 
people all lose something dear to them, something dear but 
peculiar: the front of their house, their piano keys, their 
sense of direction, their place of work. Meanwhile, Jake, a 
young boy whose father brings him to London following his 
mother’s sudden death in an earthquake, finds himself 
strangely attracted to other people’s lost things. But little 
does he realise that his most valuable possession is slipping 
away from him. 

Nina is Not OK      
Nina’s mum isn’t so sure. But she’s busy with her new husband 
and five year old Katie. And Nina’s almost an adult after all. And if 
Nina sometimes wakes up with little memory of what happened 
the night before, then her friends are all too happy to fill in the 
blanks. Nina’s drunken exploits are the stuff of college legend. 
But then one dark Sunday morning, even her friends can’t help 
piece together Saturday night. All Nina feels is a deep sense of 
shame, that something very bad has happened to her… 

Swallowing Mercury             
Wiola lives in a close-knit agricultural community. Wiola has a 
black cat called Blackie. Wiola's father was a deserter but now 
he is a taxidermist. Wiola's mother tells her that killing spiders 
brings on storms. Wiola must never enter the seamstress's 
'secret' room. Wiola collects matchbox labels. Wiola lives in a 
Poland that is both very recent and lost in time. 
Swallowing Mercury is about the ordinary passing of years 
filled with extraordinary days. 
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Westmorland Alone              
Welcome to Westmorland. Perhaps the most scenic county in 
England! Home of the poets! Land of the great artists! 
District of the Great lakes! And the scene of a mysterious 
crime…Join Morley, Miriam and Sefton as they journey along 
the Great North road and the Settle-Carlisle Line into the 
dark heart of 1930s England. 

I Saw a Man             
After the sudden loss of his wife, Michael Turner moves to 
London to start again. Living on a quiet street in Hampstead, 
he develops a close bond with the Nelson family next door: 
Josh, Samantha and their two young daughters. The 
friendship at first seems to offer the prospect of healing, but 
then a devastating event changes all their lives, and Michael 
finds himself bearing the burden of grief and a terrible 
secret. 

Different Class        
After thirty years at St Oswald’s Grammar in North Yorkshire, 
Latin master Roy Straitley has seen all kinds of boys come and 
go – the clowns, the rebels, the underdogs, and those he calls 
his Brodie boys. But every so often there’s a boy who doesn’t 
fit the mould. A troublemaker. A boy capable of twisting 
everything around him. A boy with hidden shadows inside. 

The Haunting of Henry Twist          
1926: Henry Twist's pregnant wife leaves home to meet a 
friend. On the way, she is hit by a bus and killed, though 
miraculously the baby survives. Henry is left with nothing but 
his new daughter. He hurries the baby home, terrified that 
she'll be taken from him. Racked with guilt and fear, he stays 
away from prying eyes, walking her through the streets at 
night, under cover of darkness. But one evening, a strange 
man steps out of the shadows and addresses Henry by name. 
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Golden Hill           
New York, a small town on the tip of Manhattan Island, 
1746. One rainy evening, a charming and handsome young 
stranger fresh off the boat from England pitches up to a 
counting house on Golden Hill Street, with a suspicious yet 
compelling proposition -- he has an order for a thousand 
pounds in his pocket that he wishes to cash. But can he be 
trusted? 

Faking Friends            
Amy thought she knew everything there was to know about 
her best friend Melissa. Then again, Amy also thought she 
was on the verge of the wedding of her dreams to her long-
distance fiancé.Until she pays a surprise trip home to 
London. Jack is out, but it's clear another woman has been 
making herself at home in their flat. There's something about 
her stuff that feels oddly familiar . . . and then it hits Amy. 
The Other Woman is Melissa. 

Midwinter Break         
A retired couple, Gerry and Stella Gilmore, fly to Amsterdam 
for a midwinter break. A holiday to refresh the senses, to see 
the sights and to generally take stock of what remains of 
their lives. But amongst the wintry streets and icy canals we 
see their relationship fracturing beneath the surface. And 
when memories re-emerge of a troubled time in their native 
Ireland things begin to fall apart. 

The Silence Between Breaths           
Passengers boarding the 10.35 train from Manchester 
Piccadilly to London Euston are bound for work, 
assignations, reunions, holidays or new starts, with no idea 
that their journey is about to be brutally curtailed. For in 
the middle of their carriage sits Saheel, carrying a deadly 
rucksack ... 
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The Keeper of Lost Things        
Once a celebrated author of short stories now in his twilight 
years, Anthony Peardew has spent half his life collecting lost 
objects, trying to atone for a promise broken many years 
before. Realising he is running out of time, he leaves his 
house and all its lost treasures to his assistant Laura, the one 
person he can trust to fulfil his legacy and reunite the 
thousands of objects with their rightful owners. But the final 
wishes of the 'Keeper of Lost Things' have unforeseen 
repercussions which trigger a most serendipitous series of 
encounters... 

In This Grave Hour          
3rd September 1939. A Secret Service agent breaks into 
Maisie Dobbs’ flat to await her return. Dr Francesca 
Thomas has an urgent assignment for Maisie: to find the 
killer of a man who escaped occupied Belgium as a boy, 
during the Great War some twenty-three years earlier. 

The Reader on the 6.27             
Guylain Vignolles lives on the edge of existence. Working at a 
book pulping factory in a job he hates, he has but one 
pleasure in life . . .Sitting on the 6.27 train each day, Guylain 
recites aloud from pages he has saved from the jaws of his 
monstrous pulping machine. But it is when he discovers the 
diary of a lonely young woman, Julie - a woman who feels as 
lost in the world as he does - that his journey will truly begin. 

The Bookshop             
In a small East Anglian town, Florence Green decides, 
against polite but ruthless local opposition, to open a 
bookshop. Hardborough becomes a battleground. Florence 
has tried to change the way things have always been done, 
and as a result, she has to take on not only the people who 
have made themselves important, but natural and even 
supernatural forces too. 
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The Seagull          
When prison inmate and former police officer John Brace 
says he's willing to give up information about a long-dead 
wheeler dealer in return for protection for his family, Vera 
knows that she has to look into his claims. But opening up 
this cold case strikes much closer to home than Vera 
anticipates 

Black Widow                
Did she do it? Did he deserve it? 
Diana Jager is clever, strong and successful, a skilled surgeon 
and fierce campaigner via her blog about sexism. Yet it takes 
only hours for her life to crumble when her personal details 
are released on the internet as revenge for her writing. Then 
she meets Peter. He's kind, generous, and knows nothing 
about her past: the second chance she's been waiting for. 

The Blood Card       
Elizabeth II's coronation is looming, but the murder of their 
wartime commander, Colonel Cartwright, spoils the happy 
mood for DI Edgar Stephens and magician Max Mephisto. A 
playbill featuring another deceased comrade is found in 
Colonel Cartwright's possession, and a playing card, the ace of 
hearts: the blood card. The wartime connection and the 
suggestion of magic are for Stephens and Mephisto to be 
summoned to the case. 

The Beautiful Dead                 
Eve Singer makes her living from death. As a TV crime 
reporter, she'll go to any length to get the latest scoop. 
But when a twisted serial killer starts using her to gain the 
publicity he craves, Eve must decide how far she's willing to 
go - and how close she'll let him get . . . 
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The Elected Member        
Norman is the clever one of a close-knit Jewish family in 
the East End of London. Infant prodigy; brilliant barrister; 
the apple of his parents' eyes... until at forty-one he 
becomes a drug addict, confined to his bedroom, at the 
mercy of his hallucinations and paranoia. 

A Confederacy of Dunces             
Ignatius J. Reilly of New Orleans, noble crusader against a 
world of dunces. The ordinary folk of New Orleans seem to 
think he is unhinged. Ignatius ignores them, heaving his 
vast bulk through the city's fleshpots in a noble crusade 
against vice, modernity and ignorance. But his momma has 
a nasty surprise in store for him: Ignatius must get a job. 

The Picturegoers      
Welcome to the Palladium, Brickley. Once the grandest music-
hall south of the river, now its peeling foyer is home to stale 
popcorn, a depressed manager, and a cast of disparate 
picturegoers who touch and shape each other’s destinies. 
Amongst them is Mark, the cynical intellectual who seeks 
sensuality and finds spirituality; Clare, his girlfriend, who 
loses faith and discovers passion; Father Kipling, the 
scandalized priest; and Harry, the sexually frustrated Teddy 
boy. 

Five Red Herrings                   
Lord Peter Wimsey bent down over General Fentiman and 
drew the Morning Post gently away from the gnarled old 
hands. Then, with a quick jerk, he lifted the quiet figure. It 
came up all of a piece, stiff as a wooden doll. But how did the 
general die? Who was the mysterious Mr X who fled when he 
was wanted for questioning? And which of the general's heirs, 
both members of the Bellona Club, is lying? 
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Regeneration               
Craiglockhart War Hospital, Scotland, 1917, and army 
psychiatrist William Rivers is treating shell-shocked 
soldiers. Under his care are the poets Siegfried Sassoon 
and Wilfred Owen, as well as mute Billy Prior, who is only 
able to communicate by means of pencil and paper. 
Rivers's job is to make the men in his charge healthy 
enough to fight. Yet the closer he gets to mending his 
patients' minds the harder becomes every decision to send 
them back to the horrors of the front. 

A Natural               
Tom has always known exactly the person he is going to be. 
A successful footballer. A man others look up to. Now, 
though, the bright future he imagined for himself is 
threatened. The Premier League academy of his boyhood 
has let him go. At nineteen, Tom finds himself playing for a 
tiny club in a town he has never heard of. But as he navigates 
his isolation and his desperate need for recognition, a 
sudden and thrilling encounter offers him the promise of an 
escape. 

The Co-op’s Got Bananas        
Despite the struggle to make ends meet during the tough 
1940s and rationing persisting until the early 1950s, life 
could still be sweet. Especially if you were a young boy, 
playing football with your pals, saving up to go to the 
movies at the weekend, and being captivated by the latest 
escapade of Dick Barton on the radio. Chocolate might be 
scarce, and bananas would be a pipe dream, but you could 
still have fun. 

The Word is Murder              
A woman is strangled six hours after organising her own 
funeral. Did she know she was going to die? Did she 
recognise her killer? Daniel Hawthorne, a recalcitrant 
detective with secrets of his own, is on the case, together 
with his reluctant side-kick – a man completely 
unaccustomed to the world of crime. 
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The Chilbury Ladies Choir           
Kent, 1940. In the idyllic village of Chilbury change is 
afoot. Hearts are breaking as sons and husbands leave to 
fight, and when the Vicar decides to close the choir until 
the men return, all seems lost. 
But coming together in song is just what the women of 
Chilbury need in these dark hours, and they are ready to 
sing. 

Daisy’s Vintage Cornish Camper Van            
When Ana inherits a broken-down camper van from her 
best friend, she takes the chance for a quick trip to 
Cornwall - some sea air and fish and chips on the beach is 
just the tonic she needs. But St Felix has bigger plans for 
Ana. She discovers a series of unsent postcards, dating back 
to the 1950s, hidden in the upholstery of the van. 

The Hygge Holiday     
It's autumn in Yulethorpe and everyone is gloomy. It's 
cold, drizzly and the skies are permagrey. The last shop 
on the high street - an adorable little toy shop - has just 
shut its doors. Everything is going wrong for Yulethorpe 
this autumn. Until Clara Kristensen arrives. 

A Family Recipe                
Laura is preparing for an empty nest. The thought of 
Number 11 Lark Hill falling silent - a home usually bustling 
with noise, and the fragrant smells of something cooking 
on the Aga - seems impossible. Laura hopes it will mean 
more time for herself, and more time with her husband, 
Dom. But when an exposed secret shakes their marriage, 
Laura suddenly feels as though her family is shrinking 
around her. Feeling lost, she turns to her greatest comfort: 
her grandmother's recipe box. 
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The Memory Illusion      
We rely on our memories every day of our lives. They make 
us who we are. And yet the truth is, they are far from being 
the accurate record of the past we like to think they are. In 
The Memory Illusion, forensic psychologist and memory 
expert Dr Julia Shaw draws on the latest research to show 
why our memories so often play tricks on us. 

How Not To Be a Boy             
Robert Webb tried to follow the rules for being a man: Don't 
cry. Drink beer. Play rough Don't talk about feelings 
Looking back over his life he asks whether these rules are 
actually any use. To anyone. 

How To Be Happy           
Annie has been sad for so long that she's forgotten how to 
be any other way. Until she meets Polly.Polly is everything 
that Annie is not. She's colourful, joyful, happy. Polly has 
one hundred days to help Annie find happiness. Annie's 
convinced it's impossible, but so is saying no to Polly. And 
on an unforgettable journey, Annie begins to realise that 
maybe there's still colour to be found in the world. 

The Last Painting of Sara de Vos                      
In the 1600s Sara de Vos loses her young daughter suddenly 
to illness. In her grief, she secretly begins painting a dark 
landscape of a girl watching a group of ice skaters. In 1950s 
New York, Martijn de Groot has the same painting hanging 
above his bed. Though it is a dark, peculiar painting, he 
holds it dear and when it is stolen, he is bereft. In Brooklyn, 
art student Ellie Shipley accepts a commission to paint an 
intricate forgery of the painting, not realising that her 
decision will come to haunt her successful academic career. 
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The Blood Pit        
Never has DI Wesley Peterson witnessed such a bizarre 
crime scene. The victim, Charles Marrick, has been 
murdered, his body drained of blood. Described by those 
who knew him as 'evil', it seems that Wesley isn't going to 
have any shortage of suspects - until a popular local vet is 
murdered in an identical fashion...and a third body is 
discovered many miles away. 

Munich          
As Chamberlain and Hitler travel to their fateful meeting, 
two young men travel with secrets of their own. Hugh Legat 
is one of Chamberlain’s private secretaries; Paul Hartmann a 
German diplomat and member of the anti-Hitler resistance. 
Great friends at Oxford, they haven’t seen one another since 
they were last in Munich six years earlier. Now, as the future 
of Europe hangs in the balance, their paths are destined to 
cross again. 

Woman with a Birthmark              
A woman shivers as her mother's body is laid to rest in a 
cemetery. The only thing that warms her is the thought of 
the revenge she will soon take . . .Then a middle-aged man 
is killed at his home, shot twice in the chest and twice 
below the belt. He had recently received a series of bizarre 
phone calls where an old song is played down the line. 
Before the police can find the culprit, a second man is killed 
in the same way. 

Broken River           
Karl and Eleanor are giving their marriage one last shot: 
they're moving with their twelve-year-old daughter Irina 
from Brooklyn to a newly renovated, apparently charming 
old house near the upstate New York town of Broken River. 
Before their arrival, the house stood empty for over a 
decade. The reason is no secret. 
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Elmet       
Daniel is heading north. The simplicity of his early life with 
Daddy and Cathy has turned menacing and fearful. They lived 
apart in the house that Daddy built for them in the woods. 
Cathy was more like their father: fierce and full of simmering 
anger. Daniel was more like their mother: gentle and kind. 
Sometimes, their father disappeared, and would return with a 
rage in his eyes. But when he was at home, he was at peace. 
Before long, local men, greedy and watchful, begin to circle 
like vultures. All the while, the terrible violence in Daddy 
grows. 

Home Boys         
Four friends decide to run away from the horror of their 
everyday lives in a children's home in the English countryside. 
They head for the woods, their sense of freedom surprises 
them, and for the first time they feel the exhilaration of 
adolescence. Yet the forest slowly asserts its own power and 
what happens there will affect the four boys' lives forever. 

A Good Country  
Laguna Beach, California, 2010. Alireza Courdee, a fourteen-
year-old, straight-A student, takes his first hit of pot. In that 
moment, he is transformed from the high-achieving son of 
Iranian immigrants into a happy-go-lucky stoner. He loses his 
virginity, starts surfing, cuts classes and lies to his father. For 
the first time, Reza - now Rez - feels like an all-American teen. 
Then a terror incident shocks the nation. 

The Lost Flowers of Alice Hart           
Alice Hart lives in isolation by the sea, where her mother’s 
enchanting flowers and their hidden messages shelter her 
from the dark moods of her father. When tragedy changes 
her life irrevocably, nine-year-old Alice goes to live with the 
grandmother she never knew existed, on a native flower farm 
that gives refuge to women who, like Alice, are lost or broken. 
In the Victorian tradition, every flower has a meaning and, as 
she settles into her new life, Alice uses this language of 
flowers to say the things that are too hard to speak. 
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Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. All the 
slaves lead a hellish existence, but Cora has it worse than 
most; she is an outcast even among her fellow Africans and 
she is approaching womanhood, where it is clear even 
greater pain awaits. When Caesar, a slave recently arrived 
from Virginia, tells her about the Underground Railroad, they 
take the perilous decision to escape to the North. 

Into the Water           
Just days before her sister plunged to her death, Jules 
ignored her call. 
Now Nel is dead. They say she jumped. And Jules must 
return to her sister's house to care for her daughter, and to 
face the mystery of Nel's death. 
But Jules is afraid. Of her long-buried memories, of the old 
Mill House, of this small town that is drowning in secrecy . . . 
And of knowing that Nel would never have jumped. 

My Name is Leon           
It's 1981, a year of riots and royal weddings. The Dukes of 
Hazzard is on TV. Curly Wurlys are in the shops. And trying 
to find a place in it all is nine-year-old Leon. He and his 
little brother Jake have gone to live with Maureen. They've 
lost one home, but have they found another? 

The Fourteenth Letter                  
One balmy June evening in 1881, Phoebe Stanbury stands 
before the guests at her engagement party: this is her 
moment, when she will join the renowned Raycraft family 
and ascend to polite society. As she takes her fiancé's hand, a 
stranger holding a knife steps forward and ends the poor 
girl's life. Amid the chaos, he turns to her aristocratic groom 
and mouths: 'I promised I would save you.' 
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A Quiet Place                
When Tsuneo goes to apologize to the boutique owner for 
the trouble caused by his wife's death he discovers the villa 
Tachibana near by, a house known to be a meeting place 
for secret lovers. As he digs deeper into his wife's recent 
past, he must eventually conclude that she led a double 
life... 

Fools and Mortals                 
In the heart of Elizabethan England, young Richard 
Shakespeare dreams of a glittering career in the London 
playhouses, dominated by his older brother, William. But as 
a penniless actor with a silver tongue, Richard’s onetime 
gratitude begins to sour, as does his family loyalty. So it is 
that Richard falls under suspicion when a priceless 
manuscript goes missing, forcing him into a high-stakes 
game of duplicity and betrayal, and through the darkest 
alleyways of the city. 

Stay with Me                   
Yejide is hoping for a miracle, for a child. It is all her 
husband wants, all her mother-in-law wants, and she has 
tried everything. But when her relatives insist upon a new 
wife, it is too much for Yejide to bear.Unravelling against the 
social and political turbulence of 1980s Nigeria, Stay With 
Me is a story of the fragility of married love, the undoing of 
family, the power of grief, and the all-consuming bonds of 
motherhood. 

Monsoon Summer         
Oxfordshire, 1947. Exhausted by the war and nursing a 
tragic secret, Kit Smallwood throws herself into helping 
her godmother Daisy set up a charity sending midwives 
to India, a plan fraught with danger. Then Kit meets Anto, 
a trainee doctor from India nearing the end of his English 
education, and falls utterly in love. 
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Not Thomas         
Tomos lives with his mother, and sometimes her boyfriend. 
He longs to return to another place, a place he thinks of as 
home, and the people who lived with him there. And for 
Cwtch, who he had to leave behind, too.He knows that 
there are some things he cannot talk about - except to 
Cwtch - and then, just before Christmas, the difficult things 
come to a head. 

The Witchfinder’s Sister              
When Alice Hopkins' husband dies in a tragic accident, she 
returns to the small Essex town of Manningtree, where her 
brother Matthew still lives. 
But home is no longer a place of safety. Matthew has 
changed, and there are rumours spreading through the 
town: whispers of witchcraft, and of a great book, in which 
he is gathering women's names. 

I Know Who Did It              
The hardest crimes to acknowledge are your own... 

Charlie Matheson died two years ago in a car accident. So 
how is a woman bearing a startling resemblance to her 
claiming to be back from the dead? Detective Mark Nelson is 
called in to investigate and hear her terrifying account of 
what she's been through in the afterlife. 

Behind Her Eyes                  
Louise-Since her husband walked out, Louise has made her 
son her world, supporting them both with her part-time job. 
But all that changes when she meets…David - Young, 
successful and charming – Louise cannot believe a man like 
him would look at her twice let alone be attracted to her. But 
that all comes to a grinding halt when she meets his 
wife…Adele - Beautiful, elegant and sweet – Louise's new 
friend seems perfect in every way. 
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Bookworm             
In Bookworm, Lucy revisits her childhood reading with wit, 
love and gratitude. She relives our best-beloved books, their 
extraordinary creators, and looks at the thousand subtle ways 
they shape our lives. She also disinters a few forgotten 
treasures to inspire the next generation of bookworms and 
set them on their way. 

Less                   
Arthur Less is a failed novelist about to turn fifty. A wedding 
invitation arrives in the post: it is from an ex-boyfriend of 
nine years who is engaged to someone else. Arthur can't say 
yes - it would be too awkward; he can't say no - it would look 
like defeat. So, he begins to accept the invitations on his desk 
to half-baked literary events around the world. 

The Hope Family Calendar                  
Tom Hope is broken. Ever since his wife Laura died he hasn't 
been the same man, and definitely not the same father. 
Luckily for Tom his mother-in-law Linda is around to pick up 
the pieces and look after his two struggling daughters, Evie 
and Lola. But Tom getting arrested on the first anniversary 
of his wife's death is the last straw for Linda. 

Frankenstein in Baghdad           
From the rubble-strewn streets of US-occupied Baghdad, 
the scavenger Hadi collects human body parts and stitches 
them together to create a corpse. His goal, he claims, is for 
the government to recognize the parts as people and give 
them a proper burial. But when the corpse goes missing, a 
wave of eerie murders sweeps the city, and reports stream 
in of a horrendous-looking criminal who, though shot, 
cannot be killed. 
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The Girl in the Red Coat                   
Eight-year-old Carmel has always been different - sensitive, 
distracted, with an heartstopping tendency to go missing. Her 
mother Beth, newly single, worries about her daughter's 
strangeness, especially as she is trying to rebuild a life for the 
two of them on her own. When she takes Carmel for an outing 
to a local festival, her worst fear is realised: Carmel disappears 
into the crowd. Unable to accept the possibility that her 
daughter might be gone for good, Beth embarks on a mission 
to find her. 

The Midwich Cuckoos               
In the sleepy English village of Midwich, a mysterious silver 
object appears and all the inhabitants fall unconscious. A 
day later the object is gone and everyone awakens 
unharmed – except that all the women in the village are 
discovered to be pregnant. The resultant children of 
Midwich do not belong to their parents: all are blonde, all 
are golden eyed. 

The Man Who Died                
A successful entrepreneur in the mushroom industry, 
Jaakko Kaunismaa is a man in his prime. At just 37 years of 
age, he is shocked when his doctor tells him that he's 
dying. What is more, the cause is discovered to be 
prolonged exposure to toxins; in other words, someone has 
slowly but surely been poisoning him. Determined to find 
out who wants him dead, Jaakko embarks on a suspenseful 
rollercoaster journey full of unusual characters, bizarre 
situations and unexpected twists. 

Eureka                       
Summer, 1967. As London shimmers in a heat haze and 
swoons to the sound of Sergeant Pepper, a mystery film – 
Eureka – is being shot by German wunderkind Reiner 
Werther Kloss. The screenwriter, Nat Fane, would do 
anything for a hit but can’t see straight for all the acid he’s 
dropping. Actress Billie Cantrip is hoping for her big break 
but can’t find a way out of a troubled relationship. And 
journalist Freya Wyley wants to know why so much of what 
Kloss touches turns to ash in his wake. 
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The Sealwoman’s Gift                
1627. In a notorious historical event, pirates raided the 
coast of Iceland and abducted 400 people into slavery in 
Algiers. Among them a pastor, his wife, and their children. 
Uplifting, moving, and witty, The Sealwoman's Gift speaks 
across centuries and oceans about loss, love, resilience 
and redemption. 

Boy, Snow, Bird                 
BOY Novak turns twenty and decides to try for a brand-new 
life. 
SNOW is mild-mannered, radiant and deeply cherished - 
exactly the sort of little girl Boy never was, and Boy is utterly 
beguiled by her. 
When BIRD is born Boy is forced to re-evaluate everything and 
Boy, Snow and Bird are broken apart. 

Go Set a Watchman                
Twenty-six-year-old Jean Louise Finch returns home from New 
York to visit her ageing father, Atticus. Set against the backdrop 
of the civil rights tensions that were transforming the South, 
Jean Louise’s homecoming turns bittersweet when she learns 
disturbing truths about her close-knit family, the town and the 
people dearest to her. 

The Last Family in England                
Meet the Hunter family: Adam, Kate, and their children 
Hal and Charlotte. And Prince, their Labrador. Prince is an 
earnest young dog, striving hard to live up to the tenets of 
the Labrador Pact (Remain Loyal to Your Human Masters, 
Serve and Protect Your Family at Any Cost). Other dogs, 
led by the Springer Spaniels, have revolted. As things in 
the Hunter family begin to go badly awry. 
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Misery              
Misery Chastain was dead. Paul Sheldon had just killed her - 
with relief, with joy. Misery had made him rich; she was the 
heroine of a string of bestsellers. That's when the car 
accident happened, and he woke up in pain in a strange bed. 
Annie Wilkes had pulled him from the wreck and brought 
him to her remote mountain home. The good news was that 
Annie was a nurse and has pain-killing drugs. The bad news 

The Girl Who Wasn’t There             
When Sebastian is accused of murdering a young woman 
and the police investigation takes a sinister turn, seasoned 
lawyer Konrad Biegler agrees to represent him - and hopes 
to help himself in the process. But Biegler soon learns that 
nothing about the case, or the suspect, is what it appears. 

Thin Air             
The Himalayas, 1935. 
Kangchenjunga. The sacred mountain. Biggest killer of them 
all. 
Five Englishmen set out to conquer it. But courage can only 
take them so far. And the higher they climb, the darker it 
gets. 

My Grandmother Sends Her Regards & Apologises              
Some might call Elsa's granny 'eccentric', or even 'crazy'. Elsa 
calls her a superhero. And granny's stories, of knights and 
princesses and dragons and castles, are her superpower. 
Because, as Elsa is starting to learn, heroes and villains don't 
always exist in imaginary kingdoms; they could live just 
down the hallway. As Christmas draws near, even the best 
superhero grandmothers may have one or two things they'd 
like to apologise for. And, in the process, Elsa can have some 
breath-taking adventures of her own. 
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Able Seacat Simon            
Inspired by a true story, this is the fictional reimagining of 
'Able Seacat' Simon's adventures and heroics in dangerous 
wartime seas. Simon is discovered in the Hong Kong docks in 
1948 and smuggled on board the H.M.S Amethyst by a British 
sailor who takes pity on the malnourished kitten. The young 
cat quickly acclimates to his new water-borne home, 
establishing himself as the chief rat-catcher in residence 
while also winning the hearts of the entire crew. 

The Last Act of Love           
In the summer of 1990, Cathy's brother Matty was knocked 
down by a car on the way home from a night out. It was two 
weeks before his GCSE results, which turned out to be the best 
in his school. Sitting by his unconscious body in hospital, 
holding his hand and watching his heartbeat on the monitors, 
Cathy and her parents willed him to survive. This is the story of 
what happened to Cathy and her brother, and the 
unimaginable decision that she and her parents had to make 
eight years after the night that changed everything. 

Walking Away       
Simon Armitage swaps the moorland uplands of the north for 
the coastal fringes of Britain's south west, once again giving 
readings every night, but this time through Somerset, Devon 
and Cornwall, taking poetry into distant communities and 
tourist hot-spots, busking his way from start to finsh. From the 
surreal pleasuredome of Minehead Butlins to a smoke-filled 
roundhouse on the Penwith Peninsula then out to the Isles of 
Scilly and beyond. 

The Bamboo Stalk                   
Brought up struggling with his dual identity, José clings to the 
hope of returning to his father's country when he is 
eighteen. He is ill-prepared to plunge headfirst into a world 
where the fear of tyrants and dictators is nothing compared 
to the fear of 'what will people say'. And with a Filipino face, 
a Kuwaiti passport, an Arab surname and a Christian first 
name, will his father's country welcome him? 

49 



                                                           

                                                                                   
 

                                                                                                            

Blotto, Twinks and the Heir to the Tsar            
Tawcester Towers, the family seat of the Lyminster family, has 
suffered an unwelcome injection of distant cousins, so distant 
that they aren't even British! Count Igor and Count Lyudmilla 
Bashusky had to flee Russia after the Revolution and have spent 
the intervening years building up debts in the hotels of Europe's 
capitals and sponging off ever more exasperated (and distant) 
relatives. The Bashusky's arrival at Tawcester Towers causes a 
stir, and it's up to Blotto and Twinks, that indefatigable duo, to 
provide a solution to get them back to Russia. 

Numero Zero               
1945, Lake Como. Mussolini and his mistress are captured 
and shot by local partisans. The precise circumstances of Il 
Duce’s death remain shrouded in confusion and controversy. 
1992, Milan. Colonna takes a job at a fledgling newspaper 
financed by a powerful media magnate. There he learns the 
paranoid theories of Braggadocio, who is convinced that 
Mussolini’s corpse was a body-double and part of a wider 
Fascist plot. 

The Watchmaker of Filigree Street 
In 1883, Thaniel Steepleton returns to his tiny flat to find a 
gold pocketwatch on his pillow. But he has worse fears than 
generous burglars; he is a telegraphist at the Home Office, 
which has just received a threat for what could be the largest-
scale Fenian bombing in history. 

The Secrets We Keep                
He went out five years ago for a pint of milk and never came 
back. So here I am with a daughter who blames me for all that's 
wrong in the world, a son trying his best to pick up the pieces 
and a gaggle of new neighbours who are over friendly, and 
incredibly nosy. Then I find a left luggage ticket in the pocket of 
one of his old coats and suddenly I'm thinking... What's if he's 
not dead? What if he's still out there somewhere? 
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Bertie’s Guide to Life and Mothers              
Summer blooms in Edinburgh and Bertie’s birthday appears on 
the horizon, all at 44 Scotland Street is not cake and sunshine. 
Angus Lordie has been booked by his bride into what he must 
not call the loony bin; Bruce's first encounter with hot wax 
brings more anguish than he bargained for; and Bertie's 
birthday dreams of scout camp and a penknife look set to be 
replaced by a game of Royal Weddings and a gender-neutral 
doll. 

The End of the World Running Club          
When the world ends and you find yourself stranded on the 
wrong side of the country, every second counts. No one knows 
this more than Edgar Hill. 550 miles away from his family, he 
must push himself to the very limit to get back to them, or risk 
losing them forever... 
His best option is to run. 
But what if your best isn’t good enough? 

Aberystwyth Mon Amour          
Schoolboys are disappearing all over Aberystwyth and nobody 
knows why. Louie Knight, the town's private investigator, soon 
realises that it is going to take more than a double ripple from 
Sospan, the philosopher cum ice-cream seller, to help find out 
what is happening to these boys and whether or not 
Lovespoon, the Welsh teacher, Grand Wizard of the Druids and 
controller of the town, is more than just a sinister bully. And 
just who was Gwenno Guevara? 

Dark Corners                   
When Carl sells a box of slimming pills to his close friend 
Stacey, inadvertently causing her death, he sets in train a 
sequence of catastrophic events which begin with subterfuge, 
extend to lies, and culminate in murder. 
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