Heroes Gallery

When war broke out in 1914, Britainds ar my
those were serving in the regular army at home or overseas, the others were serving
their reserve commitment, members of the Special Reserve and the Territorial Force.
Voluntary conscription was introduced to increase the military force but by 1915 it was
clear that more soldiers were needed.

The first Military Service Act came into effect in March 1916, all unmarried British male
subjects over 19 and under 41 were selected for the reserve forces ready to be called up.
By May married men were added to this and the minimum age was reduced to 18. By
February 1918 the second Military Service Act was passed that extended the call up to
Ireland and the upper age limit was raised to 50.

Thousands of men were conscripted from the area and like towns and villages throughout
Britain many did not return. There were however thousands more who did return, others
who volunteered on the home front and kept the factories, industries and country run-
ning throughout the four year war.

This gallery is just a small representation of those who returned and supported the
troops at home, in the hospitals and factories from Neath, Port Talbot and surrounds.
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Oriel yr Arwyr

Pan ddechreuodd y rhyfel ym 1914, roedd tua 700,000 o filwyr ym myddin Prydain. Dim
ond hanner o'r rheiny oedd yn gwasanaethu yn y fyddin barhaol gartref neu dramor
roedd y lleill yn gwasanaethu yn eu hymrwymiad wrth gefn ac yn aelodau o'r Adfyddin
Arbennig a'r Fyddin Diriogaethol. Cyflwynwyd gorfodaeth filwrol wirfoddol i gynyddu'r
fyddin ond erbyn 1915 roedd hi'n amlwg bod angen mwy o filwyr.

Daeth y Ddeddf Gwasanaeth Milwrol gyntaf i rym ym mis Mawrth 1916 a chafodd yr holl
ddynion Prydeinig dibriod dros 19 oed a dan 41 oed eu dethol ar gyfer y fyddin wrth gefn,
yn barod i fynd i ymladd. Erbyn mis Mai, ychwanegwyd dynion priod at hyn, a lleihawyd
yr isafswm oed i 18. Erbyn mis Chwefror 1918, pasiwyd yr ail Ddeddf Gwasanaeth
Milwrol a estynnodd yr alwad i Iwerddon, a chodwyd y cyfyngiad oed uwch i 50.

Gorfodwyd miloedd o ddynion o'r ardal i ymuno a'r fyddin, ac fel trefi a phentrefi eraill
ledled Prydain, ni ddychwelodd llawer ohonynt. Fodd bynnag, roedd miloedd o filwyr
eraill wedi dychwelyd adref, a phobl eraill a wirfoddolodd gartref gan helpu i gynnal

ffatrioedd, diwydiannau a'r wlad drwy gydol y rhyfel pedair blynedd.

Cynrychiolaeth fach yn unig yw'r oriel hon o'r rhai a ddychwelodd ac a gefnogodd y
milwyr gartref, yn yr ysbytai a'r ffatrioedd o Gastell ~ -nedd, Port Talbot a'r cyffiniau.
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Born in Cape own in 1899 to an English soldier
and Afrikkans mother, Walter enlisted with the
South African Rifles at the age of 15. This pho-
tograph was taken just before the South Afri-
can Rifles fought at Delville Wood on The
Somme in 1916. Walter was gassed during The
Great War and was allowed to recover in the
UK with his grandfather's family in Merthy r,
South Wales. He spoke Afrikaans, Dutch, Ger-
man and English and also learned to speak
Welsh from his mother inlaw &

After The Great War he enlisted as a police-
man, with The Glamorgan Constabulary, and
was in charge of German prisoners of war at
Goytre. When in charge of the prisoners he or-
ganised a choir and took them around Port Tal-
bot singing carols in German at Christmas. He
died in 1939 at 16 Lansbury Avenue, Margam
from wounds inflicted on his lungs after the gas

Walter John Broad

Ganed Walter yn Cape Town ym 1899 i filwr
Seisnig a mam Affricaneg, ac ymunodd a
Reifflwyr De Affrica pan oedd yn 15 oed.
Tynnwyd y llun hwn ychydig cyn i Reifflwyr De
Affrica ymladd yng Nghoed Delville yn y Somme
ym 1916. Gwenwynwyd Walter & nwy yn ystod y
Rhyfel Mawr, a chaniatawyd iddo wella yny DU
gyda theulu ei dad -cu ym Merthyr, de Cymru.
Siaradai Affricaneg, Iseldireg, Almaeneg a
Saesneg a dysgwyd ef i siarad Cymraeg hefyd
gan ei fam yng nghyfraith.

Ar 0l y Rhyfel Mawr, fe'i listiwyd fel heddwas
gyda Heddlu Sir Forgannwg ac roedd yn gyfrifol
am garcharorion rhyfel Almaenig yng Ngoetre.
Pan oedd yn gyfrifol am y carcharorion, trefnodd
gor ac aeth & nhw o gwmpas Port Talbot yn
canu carolau yn Almaeneg adeg y Nadolig. Bu
farw ym 1939 yn 16 Rhodfa Lansbury, Margam
o'r anafiadau a gafwyd i'w ysgyfaint wedi'r




Private John Smith




