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Preamble 
 
This Highways Technical Design Guide sets out the parameters and standards 
expected to be incorporated into the design of new developments, in the interest of 
highway safety. Whilst the standards are prescriptive, the Authority encourages 
innovative design and will consider a flexible approach, providing it is justified and 
that highway safety is not compromised. All aspects of design should be discussed 
with the Council at the earliest opportunity. 
 
Foreword 
 
Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council, Environment Department. 
 
The majority of new developments will require planning permission to be obtained 
from the Planning Section. As part of this process the Head of Transport and 
Engineering will be formally consulted for Highway and Land Drainage observations 
upon the proposals. 
 
The Highway Development Control Manager is responsible for co-ordinating these 
responses as well as the adoption of new roads and alterations to existing 
highways.      
 
Advice is willingly given at any stage of the development process and it is often the 
case that consultation prior to the formal submission of a planning application can 
lead to savings of time and help to avoid abortive works or misunderstandings. 
 
Initial queries relating to highway matters should be addressed to the Highway 
Development Control Section as detailed below:- 
 
Highway Development Control Section 
 
General Number (01639) 6866850 
 
Transportation Planning, Post Planning, Land Drainage and Water Course 
Consenting 
 
EAST AREA 
 
(01639) 686392 Senior Development Management Engineer (Team Leader) 
 
WEST AREA 
 
(01639) 686397 Senior Development Management Engineer (Team Leader) 
 

  
(See map overleaf) 
 

Address 
Department of Environment, Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council, The 
Quays, Baglan Energy Park, Briton Ferry, SA11 2GG. 
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Submission by Developers 
 
For the purpose of assessing planning applications, or pre-application proposals, 
the following plans, which must be in metric units, will be required:- 
 

i) A site location plan at a scale of 1:2500. 
 

ii) A detailed layout plan of the development at a scale of 1:500 showing 
dimensions of carriageway, footways and kerb radii, together with full details 
and dimensions of visibility splays and sight lines. Details of parking 
provision and means of access to the highway should be shown together 
with any other relevant information. 

 
iii) Longitudinal sections along the centre line of any proposed new road, at a 

scale of 1:500 horizontally and 1:100 vertically, and along any driveway with 
a proposed gradient in excess of 1 in 15. 

 
iv) Cross sections every 10m and include any culverts across any proposed or 

existing carriageway at a scale of 1:200, together with spot levels across the 
whole development between the carriageway and dwellings. The extent of 
the cross sections should cover and include the finish level of private land 
each side of the proposed highway for a distance of at least 3 metres. A plan 
detailing the chainage for the cross section plan should also be submitted. 

 
v) Full description of development proposal. 

 
Further information may be required in some circumstances. 
 
The approval of the above plans and details as part of the planning application does 
not denote approval for the purpose of either construction or adoption (see section 
11 of this guide). 
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Definition of Residential Road (Street) or Road in a Mixed Use 
Residential/Local Facilities Area. 

 
The Authority’s definition of a street in a residential or mixed use 
residential/local facilities area is deemed as: 

 
 having a threshold that is 2000 vehicles per day or less; 
 having a measured speed of traffic below 30 mph; 
 built up on both sides with residential or mixed residential and 

local facilities; 
 normally having a maximum gradient of 1 in 12 (8%); 
 having a HGV flow of less than 100 per day or no more than 5% 

of all traffic; 
 Not being part of a designated lorry route, wide load route and 

abnormal load route. 
 

All these definitions have to be achieved for it to be determined as being a 
street, if not then it will be defined as a road and subject to Table A of 
TAN 18, for the purpose of visibility. 

 
Other Matters to Consider  
 
When looking to develop a site other factors need to be taken into 
considerations these include land drainage and alterations to a water 
course on the site. The Highway Development Control section also deals 
with these areas, which are covered by a land drainage policy, culverting 
policy and the statutory consenting of works within a water course. 
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1.1 Introduction 
 
1.1.1 This design guide sets out the general principles and standards for the 

dimensions and layouts of highways in paved areas for residential and 
industrial developments within Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council.  

 
1.1.2 The aim has been to provide a broad framework within which 

development of a high standard of road safety, sustainability and 
environmental quality can take place. The standards are not inflexible and 
in particular circumstances departures may be allowed provided that they 
are still consistent with the general aims of this document. 

 
1.1.3 This is the 3rd edition, the first being published in 1990, the second in 

1994. This edition reflects the recommendations contained in the Manual 
for Streets (2007) and draws upon the experience gained since the initial 
publication. 

 
1.1.4 The standard of materials and workmanship required for highways which 

are to be adopted as publicly maintainable (or not) are specified in a 
separate document entitled Specification for the Construction of 
Roads for Adoption (1996). 

 
1.1.5 Dependant on the location and nature of any proposed development the 

off-site works required will depend on whether the Design Manual for 
Roads and Bridges or Manual for Streets 2 is preferred by the Highway 
Authority in accordance with the definition on page 6. 

 
1.1.6 The attention of developers is drawn both to the Equality Act 2010, 

Department of Transport (2005) Inclusive Mobility A Guide to Best 
Practice on Access to Pedestrian and Transport Infrastructure and 
Planning Policy Wales Technical Advice Note 12 and 18, which deal 
with the highways aspect of development.  

 
1.1.7 No development shall take place, including any works of demolition until a 

Construction Method Statement has been submitted to, and approved in 
writing by, the Local Planning Authority.  The approved Statement shall be 
adhered to throughout the construction period.  The Statement shall 
provide for: 

 
i. the parking of vehicles of site operatives and visitors 
ii.  loading and unloading of plant and materials 
iii. storage of plant and materials used in constructing the 

development 
iv. the erection and maintenance of security hoarding including 

decorative displays and facilities for public viewing, where 
appropriate 

v. wheel washing facilities 
vi. Measures to control the emission of dust and dirt during 

construction. 
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vii. The submission of a scoping plan on request by the Highway 
Authority for deliveries and construction traffic. 

viii. A scheme for recycling/disposing of waste resulting from 
demolition and construction works. 

ix. A strategy to control and prevent the flow of surface water and 
ground water discharge during the course of demolition. 

 
1.1.8 This development design guide takes the concepts of Manual for Streets 

and that of local concepts which have been deemed to be more suited to 
the topological and geographic nature of the Borough. It would also be in 
keeping with existing developments in terms of meeting the needs of new 
and existing residents of the Borough.  

 
1.1.9 Sites which due to their topography and geographic nature can only be 

developed as a cul-de-sac, will be subject to wider access roads 
depending on their length and number of dwellings to be constructed off 
one access. More than 50 dwellings off a single access will be subject to 
different standards as decided by the Highway Authority, on site specific 
criteria.  

 

 8 



2.1 Objectives 
 
2.1.1 The main objective of these standards is to help create a sense of place 

which is a safe and nuisance free environment within new housing areas 
where the needs of pedestrians and cyclists are given priority over the use 
of motor vehicles. 

 
 The objectives will be largely met by ensuring that:- 
 

• Housing developments should be built as a grid system ensuring 
traffic and pedestrians have alternative routes to avoid pressure 
being placed on a single route to serve the development. 

• Vehicle flows are kept low in the immediate vicinity of homes. 
• Vehicle speeds are restrained. 
• Development of high environmental quality is encouraged. 
• Adequate access is ensured for public transport. 

 
2.1.2 The standards detailed do not apply to existing roads only newly 

constructed roads serving new developments. Criteria based on Manual 
for Streets 2 will be discussed for existing roads as decided and agreed in 
writing by the Highway Authority. 

 
2.1.3 Specific standards for industrial developments are detailed in Table 3 

page 13. 
 
2.1.4 The provision of adequate off street car parking to free up the existing 

highway network and assist in alleviating congestion. 
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3.0 Illustration of Road Hierarchy 
 
 

 Major Streets 
 
 General Streets 
 
 Minor Access Street 
 

Shared Surface/Mews 

Existing Principal Road 

Existing Principal Road 
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Road Types     
 
Residential 
 
Table 1 
     

 
 
 
 

Road 
Type 

Access 
Gained 

from 

Maximum 
No.  Of 

Properties 
Served 

Maximum 
Unrestricted 

Lengths 

Design 
Speed 

Carriageway 
Width 

Maximum 
Gradient 

Min. 
Junction 
Spacing 

Side 
same/opp 

Centre 
line 

Radius 

Footway 
Width 

Verge 

Major 
Streets 

Existing 
Principal 
Roads 

500 (multiple 
vehicle links 

only) 

60m c/c, 
(parking, trees, 

formal 
crossings, 

building lines) 

20mph Min. 6.5m 7%  
(1 in 14) 

80m/40m Max 
90m, 
Min 
40m 

2m – 4m 
depending 
on shops, 

schools, etc. 

2m min. 
generally 

both 
sides 

General 
Streets 

Major 
Streets 

250 (multiple 
vehicle links 

only) 

60m c/c, 
(parking, trees, 

formal 
crossings, 

building lines) 

20mph Min. 5.5m (6.5m 
where buses 

accommodated) 

8% 
(1 in 12) 

40m/20m Max 
30m, 
Min 
15m 

2m – 4m 
depending 
on shops, 

schools, etc. 

None 

Minor 
Access 
Street 

Major or 
General 
Street 

150 (multiple 
vehicle links) 
100 (loop) 
50 (cul-de 

sac) 

60m c/c, 
(parking, trees, 

formal 
crossings, 

building lines) 

15mph Min. 5.5m  8%  
(1 in 12) 

See 
Junction 
Spacing 

6.4 

N/A 2m either 
side of 

carriageway 

None 

Shared 
Surface
/Mews 

General & 
Minor 

Access 
Street 

50 (multiple 
vehicle links) 

 

20m c/c, 
(parking, trees, 

formal 
crossings, 

building lines) 

15mph 10m  overall 
width of 
highway 

7%  
(1 in 15) 

See 
Junction 
Spacing 

6.4 

N/A Min. 2m 
service strip 
either side 

of 
carriageway 

None 
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Table 2 
 

Cul-de-sac Developments 
To be used in circumstances where a site has been demonstrated that it cannot create more than one link into the existing highway 
network surrounding the area of the site. This will be determined by the Highway Authority and cannot be determined through cost 
reasons by a developer. (Maximum length of carriageway serving the cul-de-sac 150m, ideal length 40 – 100m). 
 
NB: The total number of houses that can be served from one access off the existing principle road including any existing 

properties is determined within this table.. 
 

Road 
Type 

Access 
Gained 

from 

Maximum 
No.  Of 

Properties 
Served 

Maximum 
Unrestricted 

Lengths 

Design 
Speed 

Carriageway 
Width 

Maximum 
Gradient 

Min. 
Junction 
Spacing 

Side 
same/opp 

Centre 
line 
Radius 

Footway 
Width 

Verge 

Major 
Streets 

Existing 
Principal 
Roads 

100 cul-de-
sac 

200 loop 
 

60m c/c, 
(parking, trees, 

formal 
crossings, 

building lines) 

20mph Min. 7.3m 7% 
(1 in 14) 

80m/40m Max 90m, 
Min 40m 

2m – 4m 
depending 
on shops, 
schools, etc. 

2m min. 
generally 
both 
sides 

General 
Streets 

Major 
Streets 

50 cul-de-
sac 

100 loop 

60m c/c, 
(parking, trees, 

formal 
crossings, 

building lines) 

20mph Min. 5.5m (6.5m 
where buses 

accommodated) 

8% 
(1 in 12) 

40m/20m Max 30m, 
Min 15m 

2m – 4m 
depending 
on shops, 
schools, etc. 

None 

Minor 
Access 
Street 

General 
Streets 

25 cul-de-
sac 

50 loop 

20m c/c, 
(parking, trees, 

formal 
crossings, 

building lines) 

15mph Min. 5.5m 8% 
(1 in 12) 

See 
Junction 
Spacing 

6.4 

N/A Min. 2m 
either side 

of 
carriageway 

None 

Shared 
Surface/

Mews 

General & 
Minor 

Access 
Street 

12 (cul-de-
sac) 

25 loop 
 

20m c/c, 
(parking, trees, 

formal 
crossings, 

building lines) 

15mph 10m  overall 
width of 
highway 

7% 
(1 in 15) 

See 
Junction 
Spacing 

6.4 

N/A Min. 2m 
service strip 
either side 

of 
carriageway 

None 
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Table 3 
 
Industrial/Commercial 
 
 
 

  

Road 
Type 

Access 
Gained 

from 

Planning 
Use 

Classes 

Design 
Speed 

Carriageway 
Width 

Maximum 
Gradient 

Junction 
Spacing 

Side 
same/opp 

Min. 
Centre 

line 
Radius 

Footway 
Width 

Verge 

Major 
Industrial 
Access 
Road 

Existing 
Principal 
Roads 

B2 to B8 30 mph 7.3m 7% (1 in 14) 70m/30m 50m 2m – 4m Minimum 
width of 2m 

Minor 
Industrial 
Access 
Road 

Major 
Industrial 
Access 
Road 

B1 30 mph 6.75m 7% (1 in 14) 70m/30m 50m 2m – 4m None 
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3.1  Major Streets  
 
3.1.1 The use and type of frontage development along this type of road will be 

determined by the Highway Authority to ensure highway safety is maintained 
and is suitable to allow its adoption. 

 
3.1.2 The carriageway shall have a minimum width of 6.5m, with a minimum 

footway width of 2m either side, this will be dictated by the footfall levels of 
pedestrians, e.g. outside school the footway would be expected to be a 
minimum of 3m in width and wider footways would be expected at bus 
shelters and outside commercial buildings. Where a verge is deemed as part 
of the street scene it should be positioned between the footway and 
carriageway at a minimum width of 2m verge will be required and should 
incorporate tree planting that has root control in place. 

 
3.1.2 Maximum unrestrained lengths of 60m shall be applied in residential areas, 

with maximum centre line radii of 90m being constructed; the design speed on 
these roads shall be 20 mph. Road narrowing’s in the form of pinch points to a 
minimum width of 4.8 metres may be permitted covering a maximum distance 
of 10 metres. 

 
3.1.3 The provision of pedestrian and cycle route crossings should be of a quality 

provision to ensure the road is not a barrier for local cross movement. 
 
3.1.4 This road can only take access from an existing public maintained highway 

(classified) or another Major Street type road. The design of a junction onto 
the existing public maintained highway shall be determined in discussions 
with the Highway Authority at a preliminary stage before planning permission 
is sort. 

 
3.1.5 At a junction, the major road should be straight for the first 30m from the 

channel line of the public maintained highway, or other major streets having a 
minimum kerb radius of 10m, in residential only areas. 

 
3.1.6 The visibility splays at these junctions (onto existing publicly maintained 

highways) will be determined by the volume of traffic anticipated through it, 
this is likely to produce a minimum of 4.5m (X distance) by 90m (Y distance) 
visibility splays. Where speeds are determined to be greater than 30 mph on 
the existing road, these speeds will determine the required ‘Y’ distance. 

 
3.1.7 Where traffic volumes are expected to be high or heavy goods movements 

high the design of the junction will be determined under the Design Manual for 
Roads and Bridges. 

 
3.1.8 The maximum gradient of the carriageway should be 7% (1 in 14), absolute 

minimum of 8% (1 in 12), with a minimum gradient of 1 in 150. All cross falls 
should be 1 in 40. 

 
3.1.9 Above ground utility boxes in public highway other than telephone kiosks, 

shall be placed at back of footway adjoining a masonry boundary wall, 
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preferably of greater height than the box.  They shall not be placed in verges.  
Consideration should be given to providing underground automatically lifting 
boxes or located in purpose made building wall recesses on heavily 
pedestrian trafficked routes.  They shall be fixed with surface mounted metal 
mouldings to prevent fly posting and painted black. 

 
3.1.10 The use of materials for the different surfacing within a residential road to be 

adopted will be determined by the Highway Authority. This will take into 
account materials for the carriageway, footways, verges and any access onto 
the proposed highway. The use of alternative materials may constitute the 
requirement of a commuted sum. 

 
3.1.11 Large vehicles to be accommodated shall have a swept path analysis 

undertaken, throughout the layout using Auto Track demonstrating they can 
negotiate the highway even when there are parked vehicles on the highway. 
This should be submitted to and analysed by the Highway Authority prior to a 
planning application being submitted for approval of the layout. 

 
3.1.12 Where the width between kerbs vary from the minimum, auto tracking should 

be used, where there are bends in the road widening should occur as 
described in table 9 on page 33 to accommodate larger vehicles. 

 
3.1.13 Vertical curves shall be in accordance with Table 3 of Chapter 4. The forward 

visibility of a proposed road will be determined by the design speed of the 
road which should be around 20 mph. 

 
3.1.14 Gradient approaches to a junction will be determined by the Highway 

Authority in line with Table 6 page 29. 
 
3.1.15 These routes will be predominantly used as bus routes and should be 

designed accordingly. 
 
3.1.16 Public on street parking shall be detailed as parking bays off the carriageway 

to ensure the free flow of traffic. 
 
3.1.17 Where tree planting is to be used within the highway the maximum length of 

bays between the trees shall be 24metres. 
 
3.1.18 No individual vehicle access for a dwelling shall be permitted onto this 

category of road. 
 
3.1.19 Drainage shall conform to sustainable urban drainage principles agreed with 

the Authority in accordance with its current Design Guide for Sustainable 
Drainage. 

 
3.1.20 Where a block paving drainage system is used as part of the highway, a 

designated service corridor shall be designed and agreed by the Highway 
Authority before work commences on site. 

 
3.1.21 Steps will not be permitted on any proposed public highway. 
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3.2  General Streets  
 
3.2.1 These roads will predominately link neighbourhoods within large residential 

areas. 
 
3.2.2   A built frontage is required to these roads and direct access to and from the 

dwellings is allowed but in a forward gear only (unless otherwise agreed with 
the Highway Authority), and with 2.4m x 2.4m pedestrian visibility splays. 

 
3.2.3  The carriageway shall have a minimum width of 5.5m, (6.5m on bus routes) 

with a minimum footway width of 2m either side, this will be dictated by the 
footfall levels of pedestrians, e.g. outside school the footway would be 
expected to be a minimum of 3m in width and wider footways would be 
expected at bus shelters and frontages to commercial buildings. 

 
3.2.4 Maximum unrestrained lengths of 60m shall be applied in residential areas, 

with a maximum centre line radius of 30m being constructed; the design 
speed on these roads shall be 20 mph (40kph). Road narrowing’s in the form 
of pinch points to a minimum width of 4.8 metres may be permitted covering a 
maximum distance of 10 metres. 

 
3.2.5 This road may take access from existing public maintained highways (deemed 

appropriate by the Highway Authority), Major Streets and General Streets. 
The design of a junction shall be to the Highway Authority’s requirements, but 
where a simple ‘T’ priority junction is deemed appropriate a 10m minimum 
kerb radius is required. The minor road should have a minimum straight of 
22m from the edge of the connecting road channel line. 

 
3.2.6 The visibility splays at these junctions (onto district distributor roads) will be 

determined by the volume of traffic anticipated through it, but will be a 
minimum of 2.4m (X distance) by 90m (Y distance) visibility splays.  Where 
speeds are determined to be greater than 30 mph on the existing road these 
speeds will determine the required ‘Y’ distance. 

 
3.2.7  Where a junction is to be designed to meet with another proposed General 

Street in a residential area the junction visibility will be determined by the 
volume of traffic and its proposed design speed. 

 
3.2.8 A maximum carriageway gradient should be 8% (1 in 12), with a minimum 

gradient of 0.66% (1 in 150) 
 
3.2.9 Above ground utility boxes in public highway other than telephone kiosks shall 

be placed at back of footway adjoining a masonry boundary wall, preferably of 
greater height than the box.  They shall not be placed in verges.  
Consideration should be given to providing underground automatically lifting 
boxes or located in purpose made building wall recesses on heavily 
pedestrian trafficked routes.  They shall be fixed with surface mounted metal 
mouldings to prevent fly posting and painted black. 

 

 16 



3.2.10 The use of materials for the different surfacing within a residential estate road 
to be adopted, will be determined by the Highway Authority. This will take into 
account materials for the carriageway, footways, verges and accesses onto 
the proposed highway and could incur a commuted sum. 

 
3.2.11 Where the width between kerbs vary from the minimum auto tracking should 

be used, where there are bends in the road widening should occur as 
described in table 9 on page 33 to accommodate larger vehicles. 

 
3.2.12 Vertical curves to be in accordance with Table 3 of Chapter 4. The forward   

visibility of a proposed road will be determined by the design speed of the 
road which should be around 20 mph. 

 
3.2.13 Gradient approaches to a junction will be determined by the Highway 

Authority in line with Table 6 page 29. 
 
3.2.14 Public on street parking shall be detailed as parking bays off the carriageway 

to ensure the free flow of traffic. 
 
3.2.15 Where tree planting is to be used within the highway the maximum length of 

bays between the trees shall be 24metres. 
 
3.2.16 All cross falls should be 1 in 40. 
 
3.2.17 Drainage shall conform to sustainable urban drainage principles agreed with 

the Authority in accordance with its current Design Guide for Sustainable 
drainage. 

 
3.2.18 Where a block paving drainage system is used as part of the highway, a 

designated service corridor shall be designed and agreed by the Highway 
Authority before work commences on site. 

 
3.2.19 Steps will not be permitted on any proposed public highway. 
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3.3 Minor Access Street 
 
3.3.1 Mainly used for pedestrians and cyclists and not designed for use by buses. 
 
3.3.2 Maximum unrestrained lengths of 60m shall be applied in residential areas, 

with a maximum centre line radius of 30m being constructed; the design 
speed on these roads shall be 20 mph (40kph). Road narrowing’s in the form 
of pinch points to a minimum width of 4.8 metres may be permitted covering a 
maximum distance of 10 metres. 

 
3.3.3 Normal dwelling limits is 150 off more than one point of access but no more 

than 100 served off a single point of access in a loop.  
 
3.3.4 Access to schools would not be acceptable. 
 
3.3.5 Design speed should be 20 mph with a maximum centreline radius of 20m 

and all cross falls should be 1 in 40. 
 
3.3.6 Longitudinal gradients shall be designed and constructed to the following: 
 

Flexible surfacing minimum 0.66% (1:150), maximum 8% (1 in 12) 
Block surfacing minimum 1.25% (1:80), Maximum 7% (1 in 14) 
In all cases a maximum of 8% (1:12) 
In all cases, at junctions: See Table 6, page 29.  

  
3.3.7 Vertical curves to be in accordance with Table 3 of chapter 4. The forward 

visibility of a proposed road will be determined by the design speed of the 
road which should be around 20 mph. 

 
3.3.8 Above ground utility boxes in public highway other than telephone kiosks, 

shall be placed at back of footway adjoining a masonry boundary wall, 
preferably of greater height than the box.  They shall not be placed in verges.  
Consideration should be given to providing underground automatically lifting 
boxes or located in purpose made building wall recesses on heavily 
pedestrian trafficked routes.  They shall be fixed with surface mounted metal 
mouldings to prevent fly posting and painted black. 

 
3.3.9 Where the width between kerbs vary from the minimum auto tracking should 

be used, where there are bends in the road widening should occur as 
described in table 9 on page 33 to accommodate larger vehicles. 

 
3.3.10 Drainage shall conform to sustainable urban drainage principles agreed with 

the Authority in accordance with its current Design Guide for Sustainable 
drainage. 

 
3.3.11 Where a block paving drainage system is used as part of the highway, a 

designated service corridor shall be designed and agreed by the Highway 
Authority before work commences on site. 

 
3.3.12 Steps will not be permitted on any proposed public highway.  
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3.4  Shared Surface/Mews 
 
3.4.1 Mainly used for pedestrians and cyclists and not designed for use by buses. 
 
3.4.2 Normal dwelling limits is 50 but no more than 25 served off a single point of 

access and can be designed as a shared surface area. 
 
3.4.3 Access to schools would not be acceptable. 
 
3.4.4 Design speed should be 15 mph (25kph) using maximum unrestrained 

lengths of 40m being applied in residential areas, with a maximum centre line 
radius of 20m being constructed. Road narrowing’s in the form of pinch points 
to a minimum width of 4.8 metres may be permitted (3.7m under extreme 
conditions, where no frontage is proposed) covering a maximum distance of 
10 metres. 

 
3.4.5 In shared surface areas a minimum corridor width of 10m should be used, and 

private strips of a minimum width of 600mm are to be provided to 
accommodate the opening of windows. 

 
3.4.6 Centreline radius defined by the use of tracking. 
 
3.4.7 All cross falls should be 1:40. 
 
3.4.8 Longitudinal gradients shall be designed and constructed to the following: 
  

Flexible surfacing minimum 1:150 
 Block surfacing minimum 1:80 
 In all cases a maximum of 1:15 
 In all cases, at junctions: Use Table 6, page 29. 
 
3.4.9  Vertical curves to be in accordance with Table 3 of Chapter 4. The forward 

visibility of a proposed road will be determined by the design speed of the 
road which should be around 20 mph or less. 

 
3.4.10 Above ground utility boxes in public highway other than telephone kiosks, 

shall be placed at back of footway adjoining a masonry boundary wall, 
preferably of greater height than the box.  They shall not be placed in verges.  
Consideration should be given to providing underground automatically lifting 
boxes or location in purpose made building wall recesses on heavily 
pedestrian trafficked routes.  They shall be fixed with surface mounted metal 
mouldings to prevent fly posting and painted black. 

 
3.4.11 Here slightly raised footways are deemed suitable to use in these areas a 

minimum carriageway width of 5.5m is required with 2.25m footways either 
side. The footways shall have a maximum height of 45mm and the surfacing 
of both the carriageway and footways shall be in block paving, unless 
otherwise agreed with the Highway Authority. 
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3.4.12 Where the width between kerbs vary from the minimum, auto tracking should 
be used, where there are bends in the road widening should occur as 
described in table 9 on page 33 to accommodate larger vehicles. 

 
3.4.13 Within a shared surface area a designated service strip must be clearly 

indicated on the ground to ensure any future maintenance by statutory 
undertakers occurs only within this strip. 

 
3.4.14   Drainage shall conform to sustainable urban drainage principles agreed with 

the Authority in accordance with its current Design Guide for Sustainable 
drainage. 

 
3.4.15  Where a block paving drainage system is used as part of the highway, a 

designated service corridor shall be designed and agreed by the Highway 
Authority before work commences on site. 

 
3.4.16    Steps will not be permitted on any proposed public highway. 
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3.5  Industrial Access Roads 
 

Major Industrial Access Roads 
 
3.5.1  Carriageways serving multiple industrial units shall have a minimum width in 

accordance with Table 3 page 13. 
 
3.5.2 Minimum kerb radius of 15m, or where high volumes of traffic are anticipated, 

standards within the Design Manual for Roads and Bridges should be applied. 
 
3.5.3  Minimum straight at junctions 30m, with a maximum gradient of 3% (1 in 33). 
 
3.5.4 Minimum gradient of the road to be 1 in 150. 
 
3.5.5  Visibility splays with a setback of 4.5m will be required; with the ‘Y’ distance 

will be determined through the use of table A of Tan 18. 
 
3.5.6 Where it is anticipated that more than 250 commercial vehicles trips per day 

are expected then more than one access point will be required. Direct 
frontage access to developments where high volumes of traffic  are likely to 
be generated will not normally be permitted. 

 
3.5.7 Any cul-de-sacs will require a turning facility at its end in accordance with Fig. 

4 in chapter 8. 
 
3.5.8 Large industrial units should have their own access road with a minimum 

carriageway width of 7.3m. Parking and service facilities should be kept 
separate. 

 
3.5.9 Vertical curves to be in accordance with chapter 4. The forward visibility of a 

proposed road will be determined by the design speed of the road which 
should be around 20 mph. 

 
Minor Industrial Estate Road 

 
3.5.10 Carriageways serving multiple industrial units shall have a minimum width in 

accordance with Table 3 page 13. 
 
3.5.11 No gates shall be erected within 20m of the highway. 
 
3.5.12 Access to small individual units or plots shall normally be constructed as a 

heavy duty industrial footway crossing, 10m wide at the back of a normal 2m 
wide footway, with a dropped kerb length of 15m. 

 
3.5.13 Steps will not be accepted on any proposed public highway. 
 
3.5.14 Planning permission should restrict change of use from B1 to B2 – B8 unless 

the roads provided are to major industrial road standard (including 
construction specification). 
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3.5.15 Where small starter units are proposed for B2 – B8 use, generating a small 
volume of HGV’s, the use of minor industrial road design might be deemed 
acceptable. 

 
3.5.16 The use of materials for the different surfacing within an industrial estate road 

to be adopted will be determined by the Highway Authority. This will take into 
account materials for the carriageway, footways, verges and accesses onto 
the proposed highway. 

 
3.5.17 Where the width between kerbs vary from the minimum auto tracking should 

be used, where there are bends in the road widening should occur as 
described in table 9 on page 34 to accommodate larger vehicles 

 
3.5.18 Vertical curves to be in accordance with chapter 4. The forward visibility of a 

proposed road will be determined by the design speed of the road which 
should be around 20 mph. 

 
3.5.18    Drainage shall conform to sustainable urban drainage principles agreed with 

the Authority in accordance with its current Design Guide for Sustainable 
drainage. 

 
3.5.19 Where a block paving drainage system is used as part of the highway, a 

designated service corridor shall be designed and agreed by the Highway 
Authority before work commences on site. 

 
General 
The use of materials for the different surfacing within an industrial estate to be 
adopted will be determined by the Highways Authority. This will take into 
account materials for the carriageways, footways, verges and access onto the 
proposed highway.  
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4.1 Vertical Curves 
 
4.1.1 Vertical curves are designed to provide adequate forward visibility and to 

minimise discomfort to vehicle occupants. They are made up of two factors, 1 
the forward visibility which accords with the distance in Table 3 below and is 
derived from the drivers’ eye height of 1.05m to a child pedestrian height of 
0.6m as in Fig. 1 below. 

 
4.1.2 The curve length should be parabolic, where the length of the curve ‘L’ is 

determined from the formula L=KA (where K is the constant of value given in 
Table 3 and ‘A’ is the algebraic difference between gradients expressed as a 
percentage). If ‘L’ is less that the minimum values given in Table 3 then these 
values shall be used instead. 

 
Table 3 

 
Minimum Vertical Curve Length and Visibility Distances 

 
Design Speed Visibility Distance K Min. Curve length (m) 

48 kph 30 mph 60m 6 30m 
40 kph 25 mph 45m 3 25m 
33 kph 20 mph 33m 2 20m 

<33 kph <20 mph 23m 1 20m 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Fig.1 
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Calculating algebraic difference 
For 20mph design speed k=2 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Illustrative Purposes Only 
 
 
Algebraic Differences as a percentage = +3.0 – (-5.0) 
        8.0 
        2 (k) x 8 (algebraic Diff) 
       = 16 
 
 
 
 

On roads outside the development this will be measured from an eye height of 
1.05m to a point not less than 0.26m if the road falls in the criteria of Design 
Manual for Roads and Bridges. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 24 



5.1 Visibility Splays 
 

Table 4 (Refer to definition of a Street on page 6) 
 

This indicates the ‘Y’ distances required for a visibility splay on existing 
highways. 

Assessed Design 85th 
%ile vehicle speed (mph) 

Measured 85th %ile 
vehicle speed (mph) 

Visibility Distance at 
junctions, bends and 

vertical crests (m) 
15  11 to 15 17 (TAN 18 table A) 

including adjustments for 
length of bonnet 

20  16 to 20 25 (TAN 18 table A)  
including adjustments for 

length of bonnet 
New residential 
development roads should 
normally be controlled to 20 
mph or less. (Where the 
junction forms onto an 
existing highway TAN 18 
table B may apply) 

21 to 25 33 (TAN 18 table A) 
including adjustments for 

length of bonnet 

New residential 
development roads should 
normally be controlled to 20 
mph or less. (Where the 
junction forms onto an 
existing highway TAN 18 
table B may apply) 

26 to 30 43 (TAN 18 table A)(TAN 
18 table B) including 

adjustments for length of 
bonnet) 

Based on definition on 
page 6 

New residential 
development roads should 
normally be controlled to 20 
mph or less. (Where the 
junction forms onto an 
existing highway TAN 18 
table B may apply) 

31 to 37 measured (or 
30mph speed limit) 

59 (TAN 18 table A) 90 
(TAN 18 table B) ) including 

adjustments for length of 
bonnet 

Based on definition on 
page 6 

Access onto existing roads 38 to 44 measured (or 
40mph speed limit) 

120 (TAN 18 table B) 

Access onto existing roads 45 to 53 measured (or 
50mph speed limit) 

160 (TAN 18 table B) 

Access onto existing roads 54 to 62 measured (or 
60mph speed limit) 

215 (TAN 18 table B) 

Access onto existing roads 63 to 75 measured (or 
70mph speed limit) 

295 (TAN 18 table B) 

 
5.1.1 Visibility splays at junctions shall be constructed so that it forms the back of 

footway or cycleway. The measurement of the ‘Y’ distance should be carried 
out along the kerb line, and where there is a bend on the main road to the 
tangent point as agreed with the Highway Authority. 
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5.1.2 Where a junction is proposed onto an existing highway, the highway engineer 
will make the decision on the ‘Y’ distance, based on whether it is deemed a 
road or street based on its current location and nature of traffic, in accordance 
with the definition of this guidance document on page 6. Industrial accesses 
will be subject to Table A of TAN 18. 

 
Table 5 

 
This indicates the ‘X’ distances required for a visibility splay. (*Set back will 
depend on scale and nature of development) 
 

Main 
Road 

Existing 
Highway 

Major 
Streets 

General 
Streets 

Minor 
access 
Street 

Shared 
Surface
/Mews 

Major/Minor 
Industrial 
Access 
Roads 

Side 
Road 

      

Major 
Streets 

4.5m to 
2.4m* 

Depending 
on traffic 
volume 

4.5m to 
2.4m* 

Depending 
on traffic 
volume 

    

General 
Streets 

4.5m to 
2.4m* 

Depending 
on traffic 
volume 

4.5m to 
2.4m* 

Depending 
on traffic 
volume 

4.5m to 
2.4m* 
Depending 
on traffic 
volume 

   

Minor 
Access 
Street 

 
 

2.4m 2.4m 2.4m  

Shared 
Surface/ 

Mews 
 

 
2.4m 2.4m 2.4m  

Major 
Industrial 
Access 
Roads 

 

4.5m 

 

   4.5m 

Minor 
Industrial 
Access 
Roads 

4.5m to 
2.4m* 

 

   4.5m to 
2.4m* 

 
 
5.1.3  Where a junction is proposed onto an existing highway, the highway engineer 

will make the decision on the ‘X’ distance, based on whether it is deemed a 
road or street based on its current location and nature of traffic, including 
likely volume of traffic from the minor junction. 
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Fig 2 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5.2  Pedestrian Visibility Splays 
 
5.2.1 The provision of pedestrian visibility splays will be considered based on  

 the following criteria:- 
 

- frequency of vehicle movements 
- the amount of pedestrian activity 
- width of footway 

 
5.2.2  When required a splay of 2.4m x 2.4m at each vehicular access onto the 

highway should be provided and kept clear of any obstruction higher than 

Measured 
1.5m in from 
kerb line 

For roads within a 
development, an 
unobstructed view across 
the visibility splay is 
normally required from a 
height 1.05m above the 
road surface (driver’s eye 
height) to a point 0.6m 
above the road surface.  
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600mm and is additional to any normal visibility requirements along the 
carriageway. 

5.3  Obstacles to Visibility 
 
5.3.1 The parking of vehicles within visibility splays shall only be acceptable where 

traffic speeds are 20mph or less. 
 
 
5.4  Frontage Access 
 
5.4.1 The requirement for frontage access is dependent on the following factors:- 
 

- volume and speed of traffic 
- whether a turning facility to allow vehicles to enter/exit in a forward gear 

can be accommodated 
- shared drive access 
- providing the building is set back an adequate distance between the edge 

of carriageway and property frontage. 
 

 
5.2.2 This would be acceptable where traffic flow is up to:- 
 
   300 vehicles per peak hour, or 
   3000 vehicles per day 
 
5.2.3 This would equate to around 300 dwellings accessing that section of highway. 
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6.1 Junctions 
 
6.1 .1 The design of a junction should facilitate direct pedestrian desire lines, and 

will often mean the use of small corner radii but swept paths analysis would 
be required. 

 
 Fig. 3. 
 

Junction Type Comments 
 
- Crossroads 
 
- T and Y 
 
- Staggered 
 
 
- Roundabouts 
 
 
- Mini-Roundabouts 
- Continental Style Roundabouts 
 

 
- Can be used in new developments 

but not on existing highways. 
- Can be used to provide permeable 

layouts. 
- Reduces vehicle conflict compared 

to crossroads but will reduce 
pedestrian desire lines. 

- Not appropriate for Residential 
Development unless capacity 
issues will occur. 

- Can be used. 
- Can provide a safer provision for 

cyclists.  
 

(Source: Manual for Streets 2007) 

6.1.2 Lengths of Straights and Gradients at Approaches to Junctions 
 

Where a minor road approaches a junction it should as far as possible be at 
right angles and a level gradient. This is to encourage and enable vehicles to 
slow down and give way at the junction 

 
Table 6 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Minor Road Type Min. Length of 
Straight S 

Steepest Gradient over S 

Fall Rise 

Major Street 
20m 3% (1 in 33) 3% (1 in 33) 

General Street 15m 3% (1 in 33) 3% (1 in 33) 
Minor Access Street 15m 4% (1 in 25) 5% (1 in 20) 

Shared Surface/mews 10m 4% (1 in 25) 5% (1 in 20) 
Major Industrial Road 30m 3% (1 in 33) 3% (1 in 33) 
Minor Industrial Road 30m 3% (1 in 33) 3% (1 in 33) 
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Table 7 

 
(Source: Manual for Streets 2007) 

 
 

These types of junction would normally be accepted within a new 
development site depending on the nature and size of the development. 
 

6.3 Corner Radii 
 

 Table 8 

 
 (*Where tracking has proved this to be acceptable) 
 
 
 
 

Nodal 
Form 

T Y Cross / 
Staggered 

Multi 
armed 

Square Circus Crescent 

Regular 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Irregular 

      
 

Development Type Road Type Min. Corner Radii (m) 
Residential Entry to  Existing Highway 10m 

Entry to  Major Street 10m 
Entry to  General Street 6m* 
Entry to  Minor Access 

Street 
6m* 

Entry to Shared 
Surface/Mews 

4m* 

Industrial and 
Commercial 

Entry to Major Industrial 
Access Roads 

DMRB Standards to 
apply 

 Entry to Minor Industrial 
Access Roads 

12m 
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6.4 Junction Spacing 
 
6.4.1 Crossroads can only be used in areas that are lightly traffic and should be 

avoided elsewhere. In a situation where the use of a crossroads cannot be 
avoided an appropriate form of control such as a roundabout shall be used. 
The use of mini-roundabouts shall not be used in isolation to gain entry into a 
development, but should be part of a comprehensive traffic management 
scheme. 

 
6.4.2   Spacing of junctions will be determined by the size of the urban blocks within 

a development, with the splay being illustrated below. The length of splay will 
be determined by the highway engineer and in conjunction with chapter 5. 

 
6.4.3   The spacing of junctions on the existing public highway will be determined by 

the Highway Authority based on current highway conditions. 
 
 

Fig. 4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

6.5 Driveways 
 
6.5.1 Access to an individual dwelling will usually be for joint pedestrian/vehicle 

access and will not be adopted. Width should be no less than 3.6 metres and 
a minimum length of 6 metres, between the back of footway, shared drive or 
boundary and front of garage. Maximum gradients should not normally 
exceed 6.5% (1 in 15). Where necessary due to site conditions, gradients up 

Unacceptable junction spacing 

Acceptable junction spacing 
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to 11% (1 in 9) may be  used. In such cases particular attention should be 
paid to “roll over” design when joining the carriageway to avoid grounding. 
This would include the submission of a longitudinal section to demonstrate 
this. Even if a drive is agreed at a gradient steeper than 6.5% then the 
walkway from the parking area to the front door and from the public highway 
shall have a maximum gradient of 6.5% (1 in 15). Access to driveways shall 
not be permitted within 20 metres off a junction of a Major Street, General 
Street, Minor Access Street, and shared surface/mews, when off Minor 
Access Streets, Shared Surfaces or Mews they can be subject to 6.7 below. 
An access will only be permitted nearer to a junction than 20m on a Major 
Street and General Street on the agreement of the Highway Authority. 

 
6.6 Cul-de-sacs 
 
6.6.1 These can be used where the topography or boundary constraints exist, but 

should only be used where motor traffic levels are low. Routes for cyclists and 
pedestrians should be created as through routes where they are overlooked 
and with active frontages. 

 
6.6.2 Adequate parking should be provided to avoid any delays to emergency 

vehicles needing to gain access to a site. Where a cul-de-sac has a length 
longer than 20 metres a turning area shall be provided to cater for vehicles 
that would regularly enter the street.  

 
6.7 Private Access restrictions 
 
6.7.1 Private access for vehicles shall not take place on the following:  
 
- On junction radii. 
- At bus stops or lay-bys. 
- In the proximity of a pedestrian or cycle refuge and crossings. 
- A ramp of a speed plateau or road humps when the vehicle is entering or 

exiting an access. 
- Close to street furniture. 
 

In all other cases a vehicle access will be acceptable except where its fails to 
meet safety considerations. 

 
6.8 Shared Drives 
 
6.8.1 The use of shared drives shall only be permitted where there are 

topographical constraints, with their use being a minimum within a 
development. 

 
6.8.2 The maximum number of dwellings off a shared drive shall be 5. 
 
6.8.3 The maximum length of a shared drive shall be 30m, with a maximum 

gradient of 6.5%% (1 in 15). 
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6.8.4 A minimum width of 5.5m shall be maintained for the first 12m and 4.5m 
thereafter, when the drive is off a major street or higher category highway and 
any gates shall be set back a minimum distance of 6m from the edge of the 
highway and open inwards only. 

 
6.8.5 Where a shared drive is off a general street or lower a minimum width of 4.5m 

shall be maintained along its entire length from the edge of the highway. 
 
6.8.6 All drives shall be drained to prevent any surface water runoff from 

discharging onto the public highway. 
 

6.8.7 All shared drives shall have a turning facility in accordance with paragraph 
6.10.2.  

 
6.9 Widening on Bends 
 
6.9.1 Where residential roads serve more than 25 dwellings, carriageways shall be 

widened on bends, in accordance with table 9 below: 
 

Table 9 
 
Residential 
Roads 

      

Centre-line 
radius (m) 20 30 40 50 60 80 

Minimum 
Widening 0.60 0.40 0.35 0.25 0.20 0.15 

Industrial and 
Commercial 
Roads 

   
   

Centre-line 
radius (m) 50 to 74 75 to 89 90 to 150    

Minimum 
Widening 1.2 0.7 0.6    

 
6.9.2 Layouts not designed in accordance with these improvements will be required 

to produce auto track plans denoting the type of vehicles likely to use routes 
detailed. 
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6.10 Turning Facilities 
 
6.10.1 The layout of developments should configure routing so that servicing by 

vehicles (e.g. refuse) avoids the need to reverse.  Where there is a need to 
provide a turning area then a morphed type design can be used as illustrated 
below: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Source: Manual for Streets 2007 
 
6.10.2 Sizes for turning heads should be dimensioned in accordance with the 

diagrams below. 
 
 

8m radius 

8m 
radius 
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7.0     Place and Movement Matrix 
 
7.1.1 There is a need to denote what sets the significance of a place.  It can be 

denoted that an important place will be at the centre of a settlement or built up 
area. This would denote a place status. 

 
7.1.2 Where traffic volumes are deemed important within a street or section of a 

street, then movement status can be expressed. 
 
7.1.3 The definition of the importance of a route is the responsibility of the Highway 

Authority for that highway. 
 
7.1.4 The importance of identifying areas of high place function such as outside 

school will require to be reflected at the master plan/scheme design stage. 
 
7.1.5 The movement and place consideration are important in determining 

appropriate design speeds, speed limits, road geometry, etc. To look at the 
function of each will help the process of developing places. 

 
7.1.6 Within a master plan for new developments a high place function would be in 

areas that promote interaction and where people like to gather. 
 
7.1.7 Key steps:- 
 

- set clear and concise scheme objectives 
- work up the design against these objectives; and 
- review the design against these objectives through a quality audit 

 
 
7.2 Disability Discrimination 
 
7.2.1 Within Equality Act 2010, 6 principles must be taken into consideration of the 

decision and actions of the Authority:- 
 

- Promote equality between disabled persons and others. 
- Eliminate unlawful discrimination under the 2010 Act. 
- End harassment related to the disabilities of a disabled person. 
- Promote positive attitudes. 
- Support the integration of a disabled person into public life. 
- Take account of disabilities, even where it involves treating disabled 

persons more favourably than others. 
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7.3 Design Process 
 
7.3.1 This can be broken down into 7 key stages for large scale developments 

requiring a master plan. 
 

1. Policy review 
  

2. Objective setting 
 

3. Design 
 

4. Quality auditing  
 

5. Planning approval 
 

6. Implementation 
 

7. Monitoring 
 

Small scale developments of improvements for existing streets generally 
require a scheme layout. 

 
7.4 Stage 1: Policy Review 
 
7.4.1 To link in with the local policies and strategies of the Authority. 
 
7.5 Stage 2: Objective Setting 
 
7.5.1 They need to reflect local policies and state activities expected to take place 

and where. 
 
7.5.2 Objectives will cover: 

 
- routes for community, parks and open space. 
- Promote vitality and viability of a local retail centre. 
- Long term viability of public transport use. 
- Traffic speeds at maximum of 20mph. 

 
7.5.3 A checklist can be produced together with a Development Brief if required. 

 
7.6 Stage 3: Design 

 
7.6.1 This will entail the following:- 
 

• Context appraisal. 
• Analysis of existing places. 
• Analysis of existing movement patterns. 
• Proposed movement framework. 
• Outline master plan or scheme layout. 
• Street character types. 
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• Street network. 
• Detailed master plan or detailed scheme layout. 
• Design codes. 

 
7.6.2 Context appraisal will look at the local environment to draw in good quality 

examples. There is a need to retain and develop the relationship between the 
streets, buildings and public spaces, combining opportunities to repair 
incomplete or poor quality connections. 

 
7.6.3 Analysis of existing places needs to identify important places within an area 

such as buildings, public open spaces, employment, educational and 
commence. The analysis shall determine how local people access the area 
using various modes of travel. 

 
7.6.4 Consideration of movement patterns are to be looked at first in order of the 

table below:- 
 

Table 10 
 

Consider first - Pedestrian 
    - Cyclist 
    - Public transport uses 
     Specialist service vehicles 
Consider last  - Other motor traffic 

        (Source: Manual for Streets 2007) 
  
 The table above should be used to give a balanced travel pattern of how the 

new development will interlink with the existing. 
 
7.6.5 Scheme layout should include in larger schemes a master plan with long term 

vision for the area of development bringing together the movement 
framework.  A small or large scheme future proofing will need to be looked at, 
with future links incorporated where appropriate. The proposed movement 
framework should look at identifying points of connection and linkage both 
within and from the site to achieve desire lines to avoid disruption of existing 
movement framework. 

  
7.6.6 When developing a master plan or scheme layout the following features of 

street design are addressed:- 
 

• Connections to the surrounding area. 
• Connection through the site. 
• Street layout and dimension. 
• Building lines. 
• Building heights. 
• Routes for utilities. 
• Parking provision, design and control. 
• Landscape design and structural planting. 
• Material, management and maintenance regime. 
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• Servicing and access for emergency vehicles. 
• Speed control 
• SUDS and sewer routes. 

 
7.6.7 Design Codes shall be developed and may relate to the following:- 
 

• Function of a street, such as boulevards, high streets, courtyards, 
mews, covered streets, arcades or colonnades. 

• Dimension of streets. 
• Junction, type of traffic calming. 
• Treatments of major junctions, bridges and public transport links. 
• Location and standards for on and off street parking. 
• Street lighting and street furniture. 
• Type of trees and planting. 
• Location of public art. 
• Drainage and rainwater run off systems. 
• Routing and details of public utilities, maintenance and servicing. 
     (As illustrated on Page 35 of the Manual for Streets (MfS) 2007) 

  
7.7 Quality Auditing 
  
7.7.1 Quality auditing shall comprise of the following:- 
 

• Visual quality. 
• How the street will be used. 
• Road safety audit on improvement schemes. 
• Access audit. 
• Walking audit (inclusive mobility). 
• Cycle audit. 
• Non-motorised user audit. 
• Place check audit. 

 
A future risk assessment will need to be taken to consider the severity of a 
safety problem against the likelihood of occurrences. 
 

7.8 Planning Approval 
 
7.8.1 Planning approval will be required and where outline planning permission is 

being sought, information shall be provided as agreed with the planning and 
highway authorities. 

 
Depending of the scale and complexity of a scheme the following may be 
required but this list is not exhaustive:- 

 
• Preliminary street designs and layouts. 
• Design and Access statement Appendix to include guidance from 

“CABE” and Disability Rights Commission (DRC). 
• Transport Implementation Strategy (Transport Assessments and 

Transport Statements). 
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• Travel Plan. 
• Environmental Statement or Environmental Impact Assessment. 
• Sustainability Appraisal. 
• Flood Risk Assessment. 
• Drainage Report. 
• Secure by Design 

 
7.9 Implementation 
  
7.9.1 Implementation includes detailed design, technical approval, construction and 

adoption. To assist a more integrated approach the highway management 
engineer shall be involved throughout the process to ensure the drawings at 
the design process stage do not change significantly at technical approval 
stage. 

 
7.10  Monitoring 
 
7.10.1  Monitoring is essential to determine the completed schemes function in 

practice, to determine changes to new designs. 
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8.1 Layout and Connectivity 
 
8.1.1 Internal permeability is important but the development proposed needs to be 

connected to its surrounding street networks. A development which has poor 
connection to the surrounding area encourages it to be used as an enclave 
with higher movement by car than other modes of travel. 

 
8.1.2 The street networks should be permeable to encourage walking and cycling.  

The use of a more permeable network will help spread motor traffic 
throughout the area negating the need of distributor roads with no frontage 
access. 

 
8.1.3 For security of use, pedestrians and cyclists should be given routes that are 

not segregated from motor traffic and residents. 
 
8.1.4 One way streets shall be discouraged as they do not assist in the permeability 

of the movement matrix, as they create longer vehicle journeys. 
 
8.1.5 Road safety problems identified for pedestrians and cyclists should be 

addressed to avoid segregation from motorised traffic. This is illustrated in 
table 11 below:- 

 
Table 11 
 
 Pedestrians Cyclists 
Consider First  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Consider last 

Reduction in Traffic Volume  
 
Reduction in Traffic Speed  
 
Road Space to pedestrians 
 
 
 
Provision of direct at grade 
Crossings, pedestrians routes on 
existing desire lines to be improved 
 
New pedestrian alignment or grade 
separation 

Reduction in Traffic Volume  
 
Reduction in Traffic Speed  
 
Junction treatment, hazard 
site treatment, traffic 
management 
 
Cycle tracks away from roads 
 
 
 
Shared use routes for 
pedestrians and cyclists  

        (Source Manual for Streets 2007) 
  
8.1.6 Walk-able neighbourhoods shall be encouraged, with existing centres and 

facilities being reinforced, normally within 800m walking distance. 
 
8.1.7 Street patterns should contain a mixture of straight and curved section of road 

contributing to a sense of place. 
 
8.1.8 Any non-motorised through connections shall be overlooked with active 

frontages. Cul-de-sacs should only be used on awkward sites where no other 
option due to topography can be attained. 
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8.1.9 Routes should be safe from crime for both pedestrians/cyclists and residents. 
 
8.1.10 Street character should be defined using the following street character types:- 

 
• High street 
• Main street 
• Shopping street 
• Mixed use street 
• Avenue 
• Boulevard 
• Mews/Tertiary Roads 
• Lane 
• Courtyard 

 
This is not exhaustive but street character types should be identified in the 
Design Code. 
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9.1 Quality Places 
 
9.1.1 The objectives of urban design can be summarised as follows:- 
 

• Character – a place with its own identity 
• Continuity and enclosure 
• Quality of the public realm 
• Ease of movement 
• Legibility 
• Adoptability 
• Diversity 

 
9.1.2 Street dimension are given in the diagrams below, although this is dependent 

on the activities taking place. 
 
 Fig. 8 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
9.1.3 To encourage benefits to the public realm a height to width ratio can be used 

to give a width of street in relation to building either side or trees. See table 12 
below:- 

 
 Table 12 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        (Source: Manual for Streets 2007) 

 Maximum Minimum 
Minor streets, e.g. 
mews 

1:1.5 1:1 

Typical streets 1:3 1:1.5 
Squares 1:6 1:4 

(Source: Manual for Streets 2007) 

High Street 

Boulevard 

Square 

Mews 

Residential Streets 

18 – 30m 

27 – 36m 

18 – 100m 

7.5 – 12m 

12 – 18m 
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9.1.4 The arrangement of buildings and footways at junctions can be useful in 
creating slower traffic speeds. This should also be used to create social 
spaces, encouraging various on street activities and interlinked to open space 
strategies in accordance with Technical Advice Note 18. Other considerations 
to take on board when developing a layout is the effect on climate change, 
relating to the promotion of sustainable modes of travel to reduce the need to 
travel. The position of focal points is important to emphasis the structure of a 
development relating to its hierarchy and connections. 

 
9.1.5 The set back of buildings from the street is a key consideration in terms  of:- 

 
• Defining the character of the street. 
• Determining a degree of privacy. 
• Security space, providing a semi-private buffer. 
• Amenity space for plants or seating. 
• Functional space for rubbish bins, external meters or storage, 

including secure parking for bicycles. 
 
9.1.6 The set back of dwellings should not allow the possibility of frontages being 

hard surfaced for parking. Keeping garages and parking areas level or behind 
the main building line can be aesthetically beneficial in townscape terms. 

 
9.1.7 Planting will be allowed within the public maintained highway, but the type, 

species and size of the planting will be determined by the Highway Authority.  
Sustainable planting will be essential to create a sense of place. 
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10. Street Users’ Needs 
 
10.1.1 Surface level crossings of roads should be provided where practicable.  The 

use of footbridges and subways should be avoided unless topography and 
local conditions make them necessary. 

 
10.1.2 Levels changes and increased distances should not be involved which make it 

difficult for disabled people. 
 
10.1.3 Surface level crossings can be of a number of types.  They should all conform 

to the Department of Transport (2005) Inclusive Mobility.  They can take the 
form of uncontrolled crossings, pedestrian refuges using kerb build outs, 
zebra crossings, signalised crossings. The use of tactile crossings shall be 
used at every junction. 

 
10.1.4 The siting of street furniture must be carefully considered to avoid obstruction 

to blind or partially-sighted people. 
 
10.1.5 The size of junction radii will determine the desire line deflect for pedestrians.  

The crossing point should not be positioned on the curve of the radii. 
 
10.1.6 There is no maximum width for a footway but a minimum width of 2m is 

required with the minimum width maintained at all times. 
 
10.1.7 Trees planted within the highway should have a minimum headroom 

clearance of 2.6m, the height of signage within the highway for headroom 
clearance shall be determined by the Highway Authority. 

 
10.1.8 Longitudinal gradients for footway and cycle-ways should normally be a 

maximum of 8% (1 in 12). 
 
10.1.9 Vehicle footway crossings shall be made with a minimum 10mm and 

maximum 25mm up-stand. 
 
10.1.10 Along key pedestrian routes seating should be provided every 50m this will 

encourage street activity and provide rest points. The footway at these 
locations shall have a minimum width of 3m to provide ease of access for 
pedestrians to pass. The developer shall pay a contribution for the 
maintenance of the seating in the form of a commuted sum. 

 
10.2 Cyclists  
 
10.2.1 Where there is low volume of traffic and speeds cyclists should be 

accommodated within the carriageway. 
 
10.2.2 Links between highway networks should be encouraged for cyclists who are 

not subject to motor vehicles. 
 
10.2.3 Cyclists desire lines should always be taken into consideration, avoiding the 

use of cycle lane running parallel and adjacent to the main road. 
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10.2.4 Short corner radii promote lower speeds for turning vehicles together with 

vertical deflections create a more positive interaction with motorists. 
 
10.2.5     Design speed for cycle specific routes should be affected by the geometry 

and visibility, keeping speeds at 20 mph (30kph), but reducing this to 6 mph 
(10kph) for short distances where cyclists should slow down, at sharp bends 
or entering subways. 

 
Table 13 

 
Combined Cycleway/Footway Design Criteria 

 
 Width Headroom Maximum 

Gradient 
Distance 
Over 

Combined 
Cycleway/footway 

Lanes 
segregated 
where possible 
Combined 
Maximum 3.3m 
minimum 3.0m 

2.7m (minimum 
2.4m) 

1 in 33 to  1 
in 20  
(3% to 5%) 
 

100m or 
less 
 
 
 

1 in 14 
(7%) 

30m or 
less 
 

        (Source: Manual for Streets 2007) 
 
10.3 Public Transport 
 
10.3.1 http://applications.drdni.gov.uk/publications/document.asp?docid=7335 gives 

details of guidance on accessible bus stop layout and design, signing and 
lighting and design of accessible bus and rail interchanges. 

 
10.3.2 The bus route and stops should be identified as an integral part of a layout, 

ensuring connectivity between walk-able elements of the neighbourhood. 
Care should be taken to avoid these routes being used as rat runs by 
motorcyclists. 

 
10.3.3 Where delays could occur due to a development bus priority measures should 

be introduced. 
 
10.3.4 Streets along bus routes should have a minimum carriageway width in 

accordance with Table 1 on page 11.  Swept path analysis will also be 
required.  Where roads are not straight or are within residential areas. 

 
10.3.5 Pedestrian desire lines and the placing of public transport stops should be 

considered at an early stage of design of the layout.  All bus stops should be 
accessible by disabled people and not placed where they would hinder 
pedestrian movement due to footway width restrictions. 
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10.3.6 Where a bus stop is situated in a high catchment area cycle parking should be 
provided and designed not to impede access for disabled people. 

10.3.7 Footways at bus stops should be widened to a minimum of 3m, to allow 
continued pedestrian movement. 

 
10.3.8 Bus stops do not have to be in the form of a lay-by as the bus can help control 

the speed of traffic at peak times by preventing cars from overtaking. 
 
10.3.9 Where works are to be undertaken on the existing public highway on a bus 

route, at least 56 days notification must be given to the Authority prior to any 
works commencing on the highway so that the bus operators can be 
informed, and notification can be given to the traffic commissioners. Failure to 
give a programme of works to meet this requirement will result in delays of 
works being undertaken on the public highway.  

 
10.4 Emergency Vehicles 
 
10.4.1 Generally there should be vehicle access for a pump appliance within 45m of 

a single family house and every dwelling entrance for flats/maisonettes. 
 
10.4.2 The minimum width of an access should be 3.7m and any fire service vehicles 

should not have to reverse more than 20m. 
 
10.5 Waste Collection 
 
10.5.1 The Authority operates a kerb side collection scheme and it is the 

responsibility of residents unless otherwise advised to bring their waste and 
recyclable material to the kerb side. 

 
10.5.2 A maximum reversing length of 12m shall not be exceeded for a refuse 

vehicles, the councils own refuse vehicles will not enter onto private land. 
 
10.5.3 The maximum carrying distance by residents for waste is 30m along a 1 in 12 

gradient.  All collection points shall be adjacent to the public highway. 
 
10.5.4 The design of new developments should ensure that waste/recycle bins are 

placed off the public highway for collection to avoid posing a hazard for 
vulnerable users of the footway. 

 
10.6.5 Community recycling systems will be looked at where developments have 

restricted vehicle access. 
 
10.7.6  There is a need to submit a waste collection strategy for the development 

during the construction of the site. 
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11. Street Geometry 
 

Hierarchy of street including dimensions are given in chapter 3. 
 
11.1 Swept Path Analysis 
 
11.1.1 Swept path analysis should be used to determine vehicle movement within 

the overall layout of the street.  This will allow for the layout of buildings to be 
determined first then the carriageway alignment. 

 
Fig. 9 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

       (Source Manual for Streets 2007) 
 
11.2 Shared Surface Streets and Squares 
 
11.2.1 The use of shared streets and squares will only be allowed where traffic 

volumes are low and only in areas where pedestrians have a priority over the 
use of a car.  Shared surface area should have a maximum gradient of 1 in 15 
(6%), with a minimum width of 10m in residential areas.   

 
11.2.2 The following table gives a guidance of what is to be considered in designing 

a shared surface. 
 

Avoid Used Where 
 
- indifferent surfaces leading to poor 

parking behaviour 
- vulnerable road users having no 

space protected from vehicles 
- positioning and quantity of planting, 

street furniture etc. 
 

 
- short lengths or small cul de sacs 
- motor traffic is below 100 vehicles 

per hour 
- where parking is controlled or in 

designated area. 
 

 

a) urban edge help to form the place, b) kerb edge used to reinforce this, c) remaining 
carriageway space is tracked for movement and for possible vehicle parking.  
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11.3 Home Zones 
 
11.3.1 The use of Home Zones would be permissible subject to guidelines given in 

(IHIE) Home Zone Design Guidelines and they follow the legal process under 
Section 268 of the Transport Act 2000. 
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12.1 Parking 
 
12.1  Parking Developments 
 
12.1.1 Parking and its layout play an important part in how a street operates, and can 

be divided into elements that require their own types of parking allocation. 
These include cycle, motor cycle, car and delivery parking areas, which need 
to be assessed in line with the standards of the Neath Port Talbot 
Supplementary Planning Guidance Parking Standards. This will also include 
the need for visitor parking requirements. 

 
12.2 Cycle Parking 
 
12.2.1 The location of cycle parking is important with retail, commercial, leisure areas 

and public facilities having their cycle parking facility located in well 
overlooked areas. 

 
12.2.2 Residential cycle parking locations should reflect the different types of 

residential properties, please see Appendix B, for details. 
 
12.3 Car Parking 
 
12.3.1 Parking standards to accord with Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council’s 

Current Parking Standards. 
 
12.3.2 Visitor parking shall be served by on street parking where a minimum 

carriageway width of 5.5m exists. 
 
12.3.3 Parking within courtyards shall contain a maximum of 10 parking spaces to 

maintain an acceptable level of cars located at one place. Areas that require 
more than this will be required to be broken up through the use of landscaping 
schemes.  

  
Fig.10 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Source: Manual for Streets (2007) 
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12.3.4 The following characteristics shall form the basis for car parking allocation: 
- they are not car parks, but places which have parking in them; 
- they are overlooked by adjoining houses or buildings entered from the 

parking area. 
- Maximum of 10 spaces unless broken up with landscaping. 

 
12.3.5 On street car parking associated with development plots will only be accepted 

where the layout of the street has been specifically designed to incorporate on 
street parking which does not interfere with the running width of the 
carriageway for two way traffic. 

 
12.3.6 On street parking must be varied to give active and alternative street scene, 

ideas for this can be found in the document Car Parking What Works Where, 
published by The English Partnerships, the National Regeneration Agency. 
N.B. Not all the layouts detailed within this document would be 
acceptable to NPTCBC, as the document is to assist with ideas to be 
used for discussion. Parking in residential areas should accord with the 
currently adopted Parking Standards of Neath Port Talbot County 
Borough Council. 

 
12.4 Garage Parking 
 
12.4.1 Single garages shall have a minimum internal dimension of 6 metres by 3 

metres and a double a minimum dimension of 6m x 6m to incorporate 
storage. Garages will only be incorporated as a parking space where the 
availability of other parking including on street parking is limited. Where the 
garage is to accommodate the needs of a disabled person then the garage 
internal width dimension shall be a minimum of 3.8m. Garages with a length 
and width less than specified above will not be deemed acceptable to be used 
as a parking space. Garage conversions will require replacement parking 
within the curtilage of the site. 

 
12.5 Footway Parking 
 
12.5.1 Footway parking will not be permitted and shall be controlled by the use of 

traffic regulation orders, which will be promoted through an awareness 
campaign undertaken by the developer through the purchasing of the 
properties. This will alleviate hazards to pedestrians especially those who are 
blind or partially sighted, disabled people, older people and the use of prams 
or pushchairs. Other deterrents to prevent footway parking can include 
physical measures such as bollards, raised planters and other street furniture. 
Traffic Advisory Leaflet 04/93 “Pavement Parking” gives further advice on this 
matter. 
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12.6 Car Parking and Manoeuvring Areas 
 

Bay Type Degrees 
Angle 

Width 
(Metres) 

Length 
(Metres) 

Width of access to 
spaces (Metres) 

Parallel N/A 2.6 6.0 N/A 
Perpendicular 90 2.6 4.8 6.0 
Echelon 60 2.6 4.8 4.2 
Echelon 45 2.6 4.8 3.6 

 
12.6.1 Parking areas for disabled people are set out in Traffic Advisory Leaflet 05/95 

and in Inclusive Mobility. 
 
12.7 Motorcycle Parking 
 
12.7.1 This is contained in Traffic Advisory Leaflet 02/02 and Institute of Highway 

Engineers Guidance for Motorcycles 2005. 
 

 51 



13.1 Traffic Signs and Marking 
 
13.1.1 Signs required to be placed on the footway shall have a yellow band 150mm 

deep on the sign post, with its lower edge between 1.5 metres and 1.7 metres 
from the ground. 

 
13.1.2 The Traffic Signs Regulations and General Direction provides sufficient 

flexibility and the use of appropriate warning signs can greatly assist road 
safety, but should be used sparingly. To decide upon the appropriate level of 
signing the following prompts should be used in the table below. 

 
Fig. 10 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
Source: Manual for Streets (2007) 

 Prompts 
Users  What signs are necessary to assist users, 

including non motorised users? 
 Are directional signs needed for vehicular traffic, 

including pedal cyclists? 
 Is information provided in the necessary formats to 

be accessible to all? 
 Can navigation be assisted by means other than 

signs? For example, land marks or other visual 
clues, etc. 

 Can road marking be dispensed with in some 
locations? 

Place  How can necessary information be integrated into 
the place without dominating it? 

 Can some pedestrian direction signs be designed 
to contribute to the sense of place by using a 
locally distinctive format? 

 Are traditional direction signs appropriate for the 
setting? 

Safety  Are there any hazards that require signs? 
 Can significant locations, such as school 

entrances, health centres, local shops, etc., be 
indicated by measures such as surface variation 
to reduce the need for signs? 

Regulation  What signing is necessary to give effect to TRO’s? 
 Is it necessary to regulate traffic or parking? 
 Can behaviour be influenced by means other than 

signing? For example, car parking is managed by 
the physical layout of the street? 

Speed  Are signs specified at the minimum size required 
for the design speed of traffic (new build) or 85th 
percentile speed (existing streets) 

 Can traffic speed be controlled by measures (such 
as planting to break-up forward visibility) to reduce 
the need for signs? 
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13.1.3 Where issues requiring signing and lining might develop over a period of time 
a bond which has a time limit will be required from the developer to cover 
these costs. Any part of the bond not used will then be returned with interest 
at the end of the time period, normally 10 years. 

 
14.1 Lighting                  
 
14.1.1 When used in residential areas the provision of lighting should be designed in 

accordance to the design and specification of the public lighting section of the 
Authority. 

 
14.1.2 Lighting columns shall be positioned at the back of the adopted footpath. 
  
14.1.3 When designing street lighting the position of any lighting column or feeder 

pillar shall not obstruct either pedestrian or vehicle visibility. Therefore it will 
generally not be acceptable for it to be positioned in the vicinity of vehicle 
crossovers. 

 
14.1.4     Any proposed street lighting scheme shall be compatible to be operated from 

a Telensa Central Monitoring / Dimming System, currently run within NPTCBC  
 
15.1 Materials 
 
15.1.1     Using alternative materials 

Using standard materials can present inflexibility in recognising this and to 
overcome this, we are prepared to allow you to use some alternative 
materials, landscaping treatment and features. However, if alternative 
materials and so on are to be used they will need to be: 

• to a BS/EN 1338:2003 standard; 
• easy to maintain and replace; 
• durable, safe and fit for purpose; 
• sustainable and appropriate to the local character. 
• suitable for the hierarchy of the road/ footway section and the anticipated 

traffic/pedestrian flows; 
• provide a sustainable solution, including the ability to replace components 

to maximise the life of the asset; 
• accord to the principles of Asset Management and proved good "Whole of 

Life" cost value in terms of replacement, serviceability and maintenance 
regimes; 

• the use of recycled materials will be considered where appropriate; 
• supported by a commuted sum to meet the additional costs in maintaining 

and replacing nonstandard assets. 

15.1.2 Materials that are proposed for use shall be first approved by the Highway 
Authority prior to it being annotated on plans to be submitted for planning or 
any legal agreement. Alternatives to tarmacadam will be permitted but will be 
subject to commuted sums in accordance with the County Surveyors Society 
Commuted Sums calculation. 
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15.1.3 If the use of block paving is permitted, each block paving shall have a 
minimum depth of 80mm, shall be of a type that is interlocking and the base 
courses designed by the supplier to accord to the ground CBR to ensure 
correct specification is achieved..  

 
15.1.4 Binder course levels if likely to remain the running surface for a sustained 

period of time shall provide a skid resistance surface of 0.45g in wet weather, 
and not contain any limestone. 

 
16.1 Planting 
 
16.1.1 The integration of planting into street design is subject to approval by the 

Highway Authority of the species of planting to be used. Planting shall be 
designed to have minimal maintenance, with species of narrow trunk and 
canopies above 2 metres being favoured. Tree roots should be contained 
within a tree pit and to be agreed with the Highways Authority 

 
16.1.2 Vegetation should not be of a type likely to grow onto the carriageway or 

footway. The following documents give guidance on planting in the street 
environments: 
• Roots and Routes: Guidelines on Highways Works and Trees. 
• BS 5837: 2005 Trees in Relation to Construction. 
• National Joint Utilities Group (NJUG) Guidelines for the Planning, 

Installation and Maintenance of Utility Services in Proximity to Trees. 
 
17.1 Sustainable Drainage 
 
17.1  The use of sustainable drainage systems (SUDS) can help reduce demand on 

the infrastructure capacity by providing an alternative approach to the 
traditional piped highway drainage system. SUDS attempt to mimic the natural 
drainage process on the site to try and reduce the rate of surface water run-
off.  The Council aspire, in line with the National Policy and Guidelines, to 
encourage the use of sustainable drainage systems. The policy has been 
reinforced by the Flood and Water Management Act, 2010. 

 
17.2 A drainage strategy may be required depending on the nature of the existing 

topography, water catchment and type and scale of the proposed 
development site. This will be determined by the Team Leader or the Highway 
Development Control Manager. 

 
17.3 The flow discharge rate of any proposed drainage system must be supported 

by calculations and approved by the Authority prior to commencing works on 
site. There may be a requirement for commuted sums for the adoption of 
drainage systems which are not positively drained into the existing public 
sewer. 
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18.1 Public Utilities Equipment 
 
18.1.1 Early in your planning process you should consider the location and 

installation of utility equipment both above and below ground especially in 
shared surface areas. Where a shared surface is proposed or a layout not 
explicitly covered by this guidance, you should hold early discussions with 
utilities providers and supply the Highway Authority with details of proposed 
locations for the utility equipment. This will assist in the consideration of a 
layout proposed in terms of accessibility and safety. If issues are highlighted 
at a later stage then this might omit the site from being suitable to adopt. 
(Therefore utility plans will be requested as part of the adoption process). 

 
18.1.2 The provision of Statutory Undertakers’ services is an essential part of any 

development and it is therefore of vital importance that developers have 
discussions with Statutory Undertakers at an early stage. 

 
18.1.3   Mains Services must not be laid along single lane roads and any service 

crossing of such roads must only be made at passing bays or junctions.  
 
18.1.4  Useful information regarding the provision of services is contained in 

publications issued by the National Joint Utilities Group available on 
www.njug.org.uk. 

 
18.1.5    The use of a separate service margin should have a minimum width of 2m, in 

line with the National Joint Utilities Group (NJUG) 7. Utility equipment 
(cabinets, boxes, pillars and pedestals) placed above ground shall be sited so 
that: 

 
• It does not constitute a danger to the public or to staff working on it; 
• It does not obstruct a drivers view; 
• It does not obstruct pedestrians, wheelchairs, prams, pushchairs. A 

minimum width of 1.2m should be maintained; in areas of high 
pedestrian flows (500 pedestrians per hour) a minimum of 2m shall be 
provided. 

• It is not located within 5m of any other street furniture creating a double 
obstruction to pedestrians. 

• It does not create an illegal access to adjacent premises i.e. assist in 
climbing over a high wall; 

• It does not offend visual amenity, i.e. open plan gardens or disrupting 
low boundary walls; 

• It does not result in visual clutter. 
 

Apparatus above ground should: 
 

• Give enough access for the equipment and surrounding highway to be 
maintained and cleaned; 

• Remain clear of tactile surface areas; 
• Make space for associated jointing chambers 
• Future proof for future highway alterations; 
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• Provide the use of raised plinths and allow for spare cables if the boxes 
are raised in the future; 

• Special cabinet design should be used for listed buildings and 
conservation areas. 

 
In proposed adoptable highway equipment such as cabinets should be 
located in the verge where possible, or at the back of footway. 
 
Equipment laid below ground should be in line with NGU7 and should locate 
access chambers on the surface to: 

 
• Minimise disruption to pedestrians and provide adequate access for 

installing and maintaining equipment, and recovery operations; 
• Avoid expensive paving as far as possible; 
• Avoid other utilities provider’s equipment 
• Ensure the type and construction of underground boxes allows covers 

and frames to be raised during resurfacing works. 
• No work shall commence on the existing highway for the benefit of a 

development until the necessary agreement has been entered into with 
the Highway Authority. 

 
Fig.11 
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18.1.6 Where connection works are proposed on the existing highway discretion 
maybe given to the Authority to prevent services from being connected if it is 
to the benefit of a new development where a formal highways agreement is 
not in place. 

 
19.1 Adoption Procedure 
 
19.1.1 The Highway Authority does not support the creation of new private streets 

and it is therefore expected that all roads and associated elements will be 
designed to this Guide or to such other standards as may be agreed with the 
Highway Authority at the time. 

 
19.1.2 The Highway Authority has published a Construction Specification which is 

available to Developers. 
 
19.1.3 As a general guide, the following elements would be considered for adoption:- 
 

(a)  Roads and footways including lay-bys adjacent to shops. 
(b)  Footpaths and cycle-tracks which are intended for use by the 

public and which form distinct communal routes. 
(c)  Hard or soft landscaped areas which contribute towards the 

satisfactory functioning of the highway (i.e. service verges and 
visibility splay areas).  Visibility splays at individual private 
accesses will not be adopted. 

(d)  Portions of the drainage network which will carry only run off from 
adopted areas. 

(e) Drives serving up to 5 dwellings will not be adopted, these shall 
have signs placed at the entrance to the drive stating that they are 
private and will remain as such. 

(f) Roads not to be put forward for adoption by a developer must be 
agreed from the start. Associated signing on site to declare it is 
private must be installed by the developer prior to the occupation of 
any dwelling. 

  
19.1.4 When a development is approved under the Building Regulations the Highway 

Authority will serve the statutory notice required under the provisions of the 
Advance Payments Code contained in the Highway Act, 1980. 

  
19.1.5 Prior to the commencement of construction the Developer must either:- 
 

(i) Deposit with the Highway Authority a payment equal to the 
estimated cost of the highway works under the Advance Payments 
Code, Section 219 of the Highways Act, 1980. 

 
    OR 
 

(ii)  Enter into an agreement with the Highway Authority under the 
provisions of Section 38 of the Highways Act, 1980, supported by 
an appropriate bond and inspection fee. 
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19.1.6 If an early start to construction is essential the Developer must make an 
Advance Payment Notice deposit.  This deposit if in cash will be refunded 
following completion of a Section 38 Agreement. 

 IT IS AN OFFENCE TO COMMENCE WORK BEFORE THE DEPOSIT IS 
PAID. 

 
Plans submitted for incorporation into Section 38 Agreements must show the following 

details:- 
 

(a)  All carriageways, footways and footpaths. 
(b)  Service strips. 
(c)  Street lighting columns, cable-runs and electricity supply points. 
(d)  All elements of drainage located under areas which will be offered 

for adoption by the Highway Authority. 
(e)  Details of any highway retaining walls which are to be offered for 

adoption or which are adjacent to the future adopted area. 
(f)  Details of any culverts under areas to be offered for adoption. 
(g)  Details of visibility areas to be offered for adoption. 
(h) Street furniture, salt bins, bus stops, bins, benches, etc. 
(i) All utility plans for the new development. 
(j) Road construction details. 
(k) Signed Public Sewer agreements (Section 104). 
 

19.1.7 Under the provision of the Highways Act, 1980, the approval of the Highway 
Authority must be obtained for the construction of any highway retaining wall, 
any part of which is higher than 1.37m (4 ft 6 ins) and closer than 3.66m (4 
yards) to the existing or proposed highway boundary. All retaining walls 
supporting the highway at a height of 1.5m and above must be submitted for 
approval by the Highway Authority and shall include all construction details 
and supporting calculations. 

 
19.1.8 In addition to the walls described above the Developer is required to obtain 

Highway Approval of ANY wall which will retain a Public Highway as such 
walls are likely to be adopted as part of the road structure. The Developer 
shall be required to pay a commuted sum to the Highway Authority to cover 
the future maintenance liability for the wall following adoption. (It is suggested 
that that use of retaining walls be avoided wherever possible). All walls over 
1.5m high will require construction drawings together with associated 
structural calculations. 

 
19.1.9 The Highway Authority will not adopt residents’ parking spaces or landscaped 

areas which do not contribute towards the satisfactory functioning of the 
highway. 

 
19.1.10 Development layouts which do not accord with the foregoing guidelines with 

regard to layout or which make use of materials or facilities not normally 
adopted by the Highway Authority may be considered for adoption but the 
Developer will be required to provide a reasoned justification for their 
introduction and will require a commuted sum for the use of such materials. 
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19.1.11   As part of the adoption process the following information will be required to be 
submitted to formalise any agreement. 

 
1.  Developer’s full name and address/registered office. 
2.  Telephone number. 
3.  Developer’s solicitors. 
4.  Proposed Surety’s full name and address/registered office. 
 
The site layout shall be coloured in accordance with the following: 
 
Carriageway      Burnt Sienna 
Footway      Paynes Grey 
Verges      Green 
Asphalt      Dark Grey 
Highway Drainage    Blue 
Street Lighting     Red 
Easements     Yellow 

 
The adoption agreement shall require 6 copies of each drawing including the 
sites location plan at a scale of 1/2500 showings the developer’s land 
ownership. 

 
19.1.12 If a retrospective agreement is entered into, an as built survey must be 

provided and agreed by the Highway Development Control Manager or Team 
Leader. A retrospective agreement will be subject to fees based on the cost of 
constructing the roads network at current prices. 

 
19.1.13 Where a development is need to be adopted then a legal agreement shall be 

entered into stating this fact and signs erected at the entrance to the site from 
the publicly maintained highway stating this prior to the occupation of any 
dwelling. 

 
20.1  Works on the Highway  

 
Works on the Existing Highway 

 
20.1.1 Developers’ attention is drawn to the provisions of Section 278 of the 

Highways Act, 1980 in cases where a development would require access or 
other works to be carried out within the existing highway. Where highway 
works to benefit a development require land adjacent to an existing highway 
to be constructed upon together with works on the existing public maintained 
highway, a hybrid S38/278 shall be used. Works that are to be undertaken 
within the existing public maintained highway only will require a S278 
agreement. No Work shall be undertaken on the existing public maintained 
highway until the appropriate legal agreement has been entered into. 

 
20.1.2 Any works undertaken on the public highway without the appropriate legal 

agreement with the Highway Authority, the Highway Authority has the right to 
request the developer to remove and/or reinstate that part of the highway 
back to its original condition to the satisfaction of the Highway Authority. 
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20.1.3 A plan detailing the differences between the existing and proposed highway 

shall be submitted to form part of the legal agreement, this should be made up 
of two colours, green for the proposed area to be adopted and brown for the 
existing highway. 

 
20.1.4 Developers are reminded that consent under the Town and Country Planning 

Act, 1990/91, conveys no approval for works to be undertaken affecting any 
part of the public highway, including verges and footways.  The Developer 
must:- 

 
(i) Obtain the approval of Neath Port Talbot County Borough Council as 

Highway Authority for the details of any works to be undertaken in the 
Public Highway. 

 
(ii) Indemnify the Authority against all claims arising from such works, 

including claims under the Land Compensation Act. 
 
(iii) Give not less than 1 calendar month’s notice in writing of the date of 

commencement of the works. 
 

20.1.5 Road openings in public highways for the provision of or alteration to services 
are controlled by the New Roads and Street-works Act, 1991, and the 
Developer must adhere strictly to the provisions of this Act. 

 
20.1.6 All enquiries and notices regarding proposed works within existing public 

highways should be directed to: 
    

The Highway Development Control Section should be contacted prior to 
undertaking any alterations to the existing highway structure on the public 
highway as the Section 278 agreement under the Highways Act 1980 will 
be required and signed before commencing any works. 

 
Street Works Officer (01639 686327) for items covered under 17.1.2, of the 
New Street Works Act 1991   
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Appendix A 
TRANSPORT ASSESSMENT GUIDE 2008 
TRANSPORT ASSESSMENT (TA) Overview 
 
Should clearly set out impact of a proposed development or redevelopment.  Based on 
person and freight trips generated by development and potential effects on existing 
movement patterns.  The output of the TA is a Transport Implementation Strategy (TIS) 
that will address transport objectives for the site. 
 
Aims 
 
• Understand the transport impacts of the development. 
 
• Clearly communicate the impacts assisting decision making. 
 
• Demonstrate location of development will produce a desired and predicted 

output (modal split). 
 
• Mitigate negative transport impacts through design process through planning 

conditions and obligations. 
 
• Maximise non car modes. 
 
• Contribute to development plan and RTP objectives relating to accessibility of 

service and modal share. 
 
 
TIS – Produced 
 
LDP – request for TA 
Use Threshold – Appendix Aii). 
 
 
 
New schools require TA 
 
 
 
Health Care  
 
 
 
No small developments 

-  evidence base for significant levels of 
movement for land uses.  Dft guidance as 
stipulated in Appendix Aii). 

 
 
- suitable data for accessibility, restrict car use 

around school framework for future school 
travel planning activity. 

 
- location and suitability, promote non-car 

access. 
 
 
- over arching assessment to be carried out as 

part of master planning exercise.  Part of 
LDP. 
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Scoping 
 
This should contain 
 
• The location, type and scale of the development. 
• Whether the development is in line with national guidance and development plan 

policy. 
• Whether alternative locations should be considered. 
• The content and level of detail of the TA. 
• Any extension of the design assessment date. 
• Objective for the TIS. 
• Data requirements for the assessments and subsequent monitoring 

arrangements. 
• Requirements for any planning obligations.  
• Set future contact arrangements to discuss amendments. 

 
The Transport Document 
 
• This should be clearly understandable. 
• Appendices used for technical evidence. 
• Level of analysis and detail proportionate to scale of development. 
 
Evaluation follows: 
• Advice – should contain - land use planning 
   - transport planning 
 - service planning 
Accessibility measured in respect of reaching many destinations from a given origin; or 
ease a given destination can be reached. 
 
The methodology to be agreed at scoping meeting between applicant, planning and 
highway authority. 
 
TIS 
 
To achieve 3 things. 
 
• Identify what policy objectives and requirements are set by development plan in 

terms of access and movements in and around development. 
 
• Identify what access arrangements are required for a successful development.  

Meeting the needs of developer, end user, impacts on neighbours and existing 
movements around sites. 

 
• Package of physical, management, promotional measures to accommodate 

development, such as infrastructure, design and location of buildings, parking 
management, financial incentives, travel plan co-ordinators. 

 
TIS should make note of the area and state objectives to overcome localised 
difficulties.  These should include physical measures including site layout, management 
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and promotional measures such as parking restrictions, provision of information or 
employment of a travel plan co-ordinator. 
 
TIS are to strengthen the integration non-car modes, to include improvements to public 
transport, walking, cycling and car sharing schemes. 
 
To implement strategy TIS shall include financial information and regular monitoring. 
 
Assessment of TIS 
 
Once all measures are assembled the proposal should be tested against objectives of 
the TIS. 
 
Monitoring 
 
This will demonstrate if TIS objectives are being met by the development.  If met they 
will provide evidence to guide a response by either the developer or local authorities.  
Larger developments might require trigger points for certain actions to be undertaken at 
a future point in time.  Monitoring will be useful to learn how the development type is 
performing and its efficiency, and will inform the direction of future policy particularly in 
terms of policies relating to transport assessment. 
 
The following sub appendices give guidance on the information expected to be 
submitted as part of the Transport Implementation Strategy: 
 
Appendix A (i)  –  Initial appraisal consultation form. 
Appendix A (ii)  –  Indicative thresholds for transport assessments 
Appendix A (iii)  –  Environmental impacts 
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APPENDIX A (i) 

Initial Appraisal Consultation Form 

The form is designed to assist and expedite pre-application discussions for proposed 
developments by identifying the types of information likely to be relevant to the 
consideration of planning applications.  
 

Completion of this form is voluntary. However, it will facilitate the decision as to which 
kind of assessment is appropriate for the development. 

 

Part A: General            Reference:                                

Developer/Agent Details 

Name: Company: 
Address: 

Telephone: Facsimile: 

Email: 
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Development Details 
Brief Description (Including Existing site use): 

Location: 

Number/Street Name/Road  

Town/City/County  
Size (E.g., GFA, No. of 
Units)  

Opening Year(s): 
 
Please tick the applicable box from the questions below. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

  Yes No 
(i) Is the development Residential with 

more than 50 units? 
  

(ii) Is the development Non-residential with 
a GFA of over 500 sqm? 

  

(iii) Is the development likely to generate 
over 30 two- way vehicle trips per 
hour? 

  

(iv) Is the development likely to generate 
over 10 HGV’s a day? 

  

v) Is the development likely to generate 
one or more Special Order Abnormal 
Loads a year? 
 

  

If the answer to any of the above questions is Yes, please complete Parts B, C and D of this form. 
Please note that the information provided in Parts B, C and D will used for any subsequent 
assessment that may be required for this planning application. 
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Part B: Travel Characteristics in the Vicinity of the Development Site 

Journeys to and from the Development Site 

Provide an estimate of journeys to and from the development site during 
the peak traffic periods, for each category of travel listed in the table 
below. For example, peak travel periods for residential and employment 
uses are normally 08:00 to 09:00 and 17:00 to 18:00 during weekdays. 
For retail developments, the peak hour normally falls on Saturday 
between 11:00 and 16:00. 
 

 

Travel Mode 

Weekday Peak Hour 
of Adjacent Road 

Network 

Weekday Peak Hour 
of Proposed 

Development 

Weekend Peak Hour 
of Proposed 

Development 

AM PM AM PM Saturday PM Sunday PM 

Walk       

Cycle       

Car with driver only       

Car with passenger       

Bus       

Train       

Taxi       

Delivery/Goods 
Vehicles (up to 7.5t)       

Heavy Goods 
Vehicles (over 7.5t)       

Abnormal loads       

Special abnormal 
loads       
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Committed Developments and Programmed Highway Improvements 

In order to assess the impact of your development, please identify nearby 
major developments that have planning consent and any highway 
schemes that are programmed (by the local highway authority or the 
Highways Agency) but are yet to be implemented. 
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Part C: Transport Impacts 

Identify the likely transport impacts of the development 
Please tick the applicable box from the questions below. 

 

 YES NO 

(i) Will the development increase conflicts between all types of vehicles?   

(ii) Will the development increase conflicts between vehicles and 
pedestrians?   

(iii) Will the development increase conflicts between vehicles and cyclists?   

(iv) Will the development provide on-site parking? If YES, please provide 
total number of parking spaces proposed:    

(iv) Will the development increase demand for on-street parking?    

(v) Will the developments increase traffic queues and delays at nearby 
junctions? If YES, please identify the critical junctions in box C1 below.   

(vi) 
Will the development increase traffic noise? If YES, please briefly 
describe the nature of the impact and identify the areas likely to be 
affected in box C2. 

  

(vii) 
 
Will the development reduce air quality? If YES, please briefly describe 
the nature of the impact and identify the areas likely to be affected in box 
C3. 

  

(viii) Will traffic generated by the development affect the areas of townscape, 
landscape and the natural/historic environment importance?    
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  C1: Please identify all the critical junctions from question (v) 
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C2: Please describe the nature of the noise impact from question (vi) 
 

 

 
 

  C3: Please describe the nature of the impact on air quality from question (vii) 
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Part D: Transport Impact Mitigation 

Identify the likely mitigation measures 
Please tick the applicable box from the questions below. 

 

 YES NO 

(i) Will the development provide measures to improve safety for all road 
users?   

(ii) Will the development provide measures to promote walking?   

(iii) Will the development provide measures to promote cycling?   

(iv) Will the development provide measures to promote the use of public 
transport?   

(v) Will the development provide measures to minimise car parking?   

(vi) 
Will the development provide measures to improve freight traffic 
movements, where applicable? (e.g. for warehouse and distribution 
centres) 

  

(vii) 
 
Will the development provide mitigation measures? (e.g. public 
transport services and facilities, pedestrian and cyclists facilities, 
highway improvements) 
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  D1: Please describe the main mitigation measures that are likely to be proposed 
 

 

 
 

Signed: Date:  
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Appendix A ii) 
 

Indicative Thresholds for Transport Assessments 
Other Land users not mentioned here might be covered within guidance ofTAN 18. 
The thresholds below are for guidance only. In some circumstances a TA might be 
required for smaller developments than suggested by the thresholds. Equally a TS 
might be more appropriate for a larger development. Early pre-application discussions 
between the developer and Highway Authority are strongly recommended. 
Threshold based on size or scale of land use 
 Land use Use/description of 

development 
Size No 

Assess
ment 

TS TA/TP 

1 Food retail 
(A1) 

Retail sale of food goods to 
the public – food 
superstores, supermarkets, 
convenience food stores 

GFA <250m2 >250<1000m2 > 1000m2 

2 Non-food 
retail (A1) 

Retail sale of non-food goods 
to the public but includes 
sandwiche bars – 
sandwiches or other cold 
food purchased and 
consumed off the premises, 
internet cafes. 

GFA < 600m2 >600<1000 
m2 

>1000m2 

3 A2 Financial 
and 
professional 
services 

Banks, building societies and 
bureaux de change, 
professional services (other 
than healthor medical 
services) – estate agents and 
employment agencies – 
betting shops, principally 
where services are provided 
to visiting members of the 
public. 

GFA <1000 
m2 

>1000 - 2500 
m2 

>2500 m2 

4 A3 
restaurants 
and cafes 

Use for the sale of food for 
consumption on the premises 
– excludes internet cafes. 

GFA <300 m2 >300 - 2000 
m2 

>2000 m2 

 Drinking 
establishmen
ts 

Public houses, wine bars, etc GFA <300 m2 >300<600 m2 >600 m2 

 Hot food 
takeaway 

Sale of hot food for 
consumption on or off the 
premises 

GFA <250 m2 >250<500 m2 >500 m2 

5 B1 Business (a) Offices other than 
those in class A2 

(b) Research and 
development – 
laboratories, studios 

(c) Light industry 

GFA <1500 
m2 

>1500<2500 
m2 

>2500 m2 

6 B2 General 
industry 

Any other industry process 
than that falling in to B1 

GFA 
 

<2500 
m2 

>2500<5000 
m2 

>5000 m2 

7 B8 Storage 
and 
distribution 

Storage or distribution 
centres -  wholesale 
warehouses, distribution 
centres and repositories 

GFA <5000 
m2 

>5000<10000 
m2 

>10000 
m2 

8 C1 Hotels Hotels, boarding houses, 
guest houses – no element 
of care 

GFA <750 m2 >750<1000 
m2 

>1000 m2 
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Land use 

 
Use/description of 
development 

 
Size 

 
No 
Assess
ment 

 
TS 

 
TA/TP 

9 C2 
Residential 
Institutions 
hospitals, 
nursing 
homes 

Used for the provision of 
residential accommodation 
and care to people in need of 
care. 

GFA <750 m2 >750<1000 
m2 

>1000 m2 

10 C2 
Residential 
institutions 
residential 
education 

Boarding school, residential 
colleges, training centres 

students <50  
students 

>50<150 
students 

>150  
students 

11 C2A secure 
residential 
institutions 

Prison, young offenders 
institutions, detention 
centres, secure  training 
centres, custody centres, 
short term holding centres, 
secure hospitals, secure 
local authority 
accommodation and 
barracks 

GFA <750 m2 >750<1000 
m2 

>1000 m2 

12 C3 dwelling 
houses 

Dwellings for individuals, 
families or not more than 6 
people living together in a 
single household 

Dwelling 
unit 

<50 
units 

>50<100 
units 

>100units 

13 D1 Non 
residential 
institutions 

Clinics, health centres, 
crèches, day nurseries, day 
centres, consulting rooms 
(not attached to doctors 
house) museums, public 
libraries, art galleries, 
exhibition halls, non 
residential education and 
training centres, places of 
worship and church halls. 

GFA <500 m2 >500<1000 
m2 

>1000 m2 

14 D2 assembly 
and leisure 

Cinemas, dance and concert 
halls, sport halls, swimming 
baths, skating rinks, 
gymnasiums, bingo halls and 
casinos. Other indoor 
outdoor sport and leisure 
uses not involving motorised 
vehicles or firearms. 

GFA <500 m2 >500<1500 
m2 

>1500 m2 

15 Sui Generis Stadium, retail warehouse clubs, 
amusement arcades, 
laundrettes, petrol filling 
stations, taxi businesses, selling 
and displaying of motor vehicles, 
nightclubs, theatres, hostels, 
builder merchants/yards, garden 
centres, Pos, travel and ticket 
agencies,  

TBD 
 
 
(Stadia) 
No. 
Seats 

Discuss 
with 
highway 
Authority 
<300 
seats 

Discuss with 
highway 
Authority 
 
>300<1500 
seats 

Discuss 
with 
highway 
Authority 
>1500 
seats 
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 Thresholds based on other considerations    
 Other considerations TS TA TA/TP 
1 Any development that is not in conformity with the adopted 

local development plan 
  √ 

2 Any development generating 30 or more two way vehicle 
movements in any hour 

 √  

3 Any development generating 100 or more two way vehicle 
movements per day. 

 √  

4 Any development proposing 100 or more parking spaces  √  
5 Any development that is likely to increase accidents or 

conflicts among motorised users and non-motorised users, 
particularly vulnerable road users such as children, disabled 
and elderly people. 

  √ 

6 Any development generating significant freight or HGV 
movement per day, or significant abnormal loads per year. 

 √  

7 Any development proposed in a location where the local 
transport infrastructure is inadequate – for example, 
substandard roads, poor pedestrian/cyclist facilities and 
inadequate public transport. 

 √  

8 Any development proposed in a location within, adjacent to 
or affecting an Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) 

 √  
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Appendix iii) 
 

Environmental Impacts 
 

The information contained within this appendix is intended to provide guidance for the appraisal of 
environmental impacts related to Transport Assessments. 

 
Environmental 
considerations 

Potential 
Impact 

Reference document Documentary summary 

Noise Impact of 
noise at new 
residential 
dwellings 
near existing 
noise 
sources 

Welsh Government Technical 
Advice Note: 11 Noise 

This guidance identifies Noise Exposure 
Category (NEC) levels for new dwellings for 
both day and night, for road traffic, rail 
traffic & air traffic. 

Increase in 
road traffic 
noise 

The noise Insulation Regulations 
(amended) 1986 (under the 
Land Compensation Act 1973) 
 
Available from the Stationary 
Office 
http://www.tsoshop.co.uk 
 

This regulation identifies the provision for 
the noise insulation of houses  where road 
traffic noise from a new or significantly 
altered road exceeds 68 LA10, 18 hr, 
predicted or measured 1m from an eligible 
façade. 

Increase in 
road traffic 
noise 

Design Manual for Roads and 
Bridges (DMRB) –volume 11 

Basic estimation tool for preliminary 
assessment of potential nuisance from 
traffic noise. 

Increase in 
road traffic 
noise 

Calculation of Road Traffic 
Noise (CRTN) 
 
http://www.highways.gov.uk  

Assessment methodology for the 
evaluation of the changes in road traffic 
noise for a scheme opening year and the 
worst year in the first fifteen years after 
opening. 

Climate 
Change 

Increase in 
greenhouse 
gas 
emissions 

Transport Analysis Guidance 
(TAG) – Unit 3.3.5 
 
http://www.webtag.org.uk  

Basic assessment methodology for carbon 
emissions based on observed and 
projected vehicle count. 

Air Quality Increase in 
air pollution 

Air quality strategy for Wales 
 
http://www.defra.gov.uk/environ
ment/airquality/strategy/ 
 

The objectives adopted in the UK are part 
of the Air Quality Strategy published by the 
Government 
 
Objectives for air pollution are 
concentrations over a given time period 
which are considered to be acceptable in 
the light of what is known about the effects 
of each pollutant on health and on the 
environment. They are used as a bench 
mark to determine if air pollution is getting 
better of worse. 

Increase in 
air pollution 

Design Manual for Roads and 
Bridges (DMRB) –volume 11 

Assessment methodology for the 
evaluation of the affect of vehicle (exhaust) 
emissions on air pollution (adverse or 
beneficial) 

Water  Pollution A number of pollution guidance 
documents are available from 
the Natural Resource Wales 
(NRW) 
 
 

The NRW and adoption authorities provide 
specific guidance for the control of pollution 
from highway spills. 
 
Developer must consult NRW and seek 
early guidance on control of pollution from 
Brownfield developments. 

Flood Risk Planning Policy: TAN 15 
Development and Flood Risk 

This is required to ensure that the 
development and/or highway works will not 
suffer from flooding from watercourse or 
increase flood risk downstream by adding 
additional flows. 
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Other environmental considerations include: 
 

 Biodiversity/ecological 
 

 Heritage 
 

 Archaeology 
 
 
 
Note: Connections to highway drainage 
 

1. There is a long standing policy against permitting connections to adopted 
highway surface water drainage networks from anything other than adoptable 
highway drainage. 

 
2. This is to prevent situations whereby pollutants from private networks such as 

surface water from a development site are allowed to contaminate a highway 
drainage system. 

 
3. Therefore in most circumstances, no connections into public highway drainage, 

from drainage networks other than adoptable highway drainage will be 
permitted. 

 
4. Where connections are permitted they shall be from roof and yard flows only and 

clean. A fee will be required for each property connecting to the highway 
drainage network. 
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Appendix B 
 
Locations for Cycle Parking 
 
Cycle Parking Provisions 
 

 

Commercial 
 

Residential 
 

Mixed Use Areas 
 

Flats 
 

Dwellings 
 

Cycle parking to be well located  and 
convenient where there is both 
commercial and residential 
 

Parking provided in 
upper floors will 
require adequate sized 
lifts 

Cycles to be kept in 
dedicated storage areas 
for each property 

Cycle stands to be located near to the 
carriageway but clear of pedestrian 
desire lines 

The building should be 
designed to allow ease 
of access for bicycles 
throughout each floor 

To be located near the 
main point of access 

Visitor parking areas should be well 
over looked and facilities to allow the 
locking of both wheels 

Dedicated communal 
areas can be used 

Separate building to be 
used for storage of 
bicycles should be 
secure with doors 
designed for easy 
access. 

The space between cycle stands 
should be a minimum of 1.0 metre 

Visitor parking areas 
should be well over 
looked and facilities to 
allow the locking of 
both wheels 

Visitor parking areas 
should be well over 
looked and facilities to 
allow the locking of 
both wheels 
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